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doctor will address the class of 2013 on May 23 


(uinones-Hinojosa to 
speak at graduation 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Hopkins neuroscientist 
and neurosurgeon Alfredo 
Quifiones-Hinojosa 
speak at graduation 
Thursday, May 23. 

Quifiones- Hinojosa 
is currently the director 
of the pituitary surgery 
program at the Hop- 
kins Hospital, director of 
Bayview’s brain tumor 
surgery program and a 
professor of neurological 
surgery, 
science 


will 
on 


oncology, neuro- 
and cellular and 
molecular medicine. He 
also conducts brain cancer 
research through NIH and 
was a part of the Peabody 
Award-winning ABC 
News documentary series, 
“Hopkins.” 

“How Quinones-Hino- 
josa got to Johns Hopkins 
— a story of perseverance 
against the odds — is sure 
to be a source of inspira- 
tion for the class of 2013,” 
states a University press 


release, 
Quinones-Hinojosa 
moved to the U.S. from 
Mexico at the age of 19, 
knowing no English. He 
picked cotton to pay for 
his education at San Joa- 
quin Community College, 
transferred to the Univer- 
sity of California, Berke- 
ley and graduated from 


Harvard Medical School | 
with honors. He has been | 


at Hopkins since 2005. 


The Commencement 
speakers are chosen by 
President Daniels’s com- 
mittee and then endorsed 


by the Board of Trustees. 
“The President, along | 
with a committee who ad- 
vises on speakers and hon- 
orary degree recipients, ac- 
cepts nominations from the 
University § community,” 
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SGA judiciary rules in favor of Voice tor Lile 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


The JHL 
ry unanimously 
overturn the decision of 
the SGA Senate to deny of- 
ficial group status to Voice 
» (VFL). SGA will 
grant VFI 


SGA Judicia- 
ruled to 


For Life 


hereby group 


status as an advocacy and 
and it 
will be granted all rights 
and privileges as such. 

As any other advocacy 
and awareness group, it 
will not receive a lump 
sum budget from the Stu- 
dent Activities Commis- 
sion (SAC) at the beginning 


awareness group, 


More than 100,000 p 


of the year, but it will be 
able to apply for funding 
through monthly grants. 
In the VFL v. JHU SGA tri- 
al, VFL President freshman 
Andrew Guernsey said that 
they approached the argu- 
ment as a free speech issue. 
“We did frame this as 
a free speech issue. It’s 


a matter of fundamental 
fairness for everyone based 
on the SGA acting in a 
viewpoint-neutral manner 
when approving or deny- 
he said. 


organization 


ing, groups,” 

As the 
initially applied as an ad- 
vocacy and awareness 
See VOICE FOR LIFE, pace A3 
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iple, including College Dems members, attended the “Citizenship for 11 Million” March for Immigration, Reform yesterday. 


College Dems attend CASA de Maryland rally 


| By ELIZABETH ARENZ 


Events Officer Jill Williams | 


wrote in an email to The- 


News-Letter. “A speaker, 
whose story will resonate 
with the graduates from 
across Johns Hopkins, is 
then selected.” 


| Senior Staff Writer 


The Hopkins College 
Democrats attended CASA 
de Maryland’s “Citizen- 
ship for 11 Million” March 
for Immigration Reform 
yesterday afternoon in 


Washington, D.C. 

Junior Suzy Yaster, Pres- 
ident of the College Demo- 
crats, explained the organi- 
zation’s connection to the 
cause. 

“As a club we decided 
that immigration reform is 
a just cause and should be 


Santorum, students engage in respectiul dialogue 


By GEORGINA RUPP 
Senior Staff Writer 


Last night, former Sena- 
tor Rick Santorum ad- 
dressed his perspective on 
the Middle East today and 
the threat of “radical Is- 
lam” in the fourth event of 
the Foreign Affairs Sympo- 
sium (FAS) spring lecture 
series. 

Santorum discussed 
what he perceived to be the 
chief difference between 
“radical Islam” and Islam, 
asserting the former to be 
a threat. He said that the 
problem is that Islamists, a 
group different than Mus- 
lims, are gaining strength 
in the Middle East, not 
just because of Obama's 
policies but because of the 
policies of administrations 
over a long period of time. 

Part of the reasoning be- 
hind the threat that radical 


Islam poses today, Santo- 
rum explained, is the logic 
that Islamists have to be 
“more fervent” to be suc- 
cessful and to be blessed 
by Allah. 

“The secular and sa- 
cred realm in Islam are 
the same,” Santorum said, 


CATHERINE GUENTHER/ PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 


noting a difference he per- 
ceived between Islam and 
Christianity. “President 
Bush recognized the threat 
of radical Islam and sought 
to crush it in Afghanistan. 
Note, I did not say Iraq.” 
However, according to 
Santorum, Bush did not 


Santorum discussed the evolution of the problems in the Middle East. 


do a good job of informing | 
people of the reason for go- 
ing to war. 

“President Bush called | 
it a war on terror,” he 
said. “Terror is a military 
tactic. You can’t have a 
war on a military tactic. 
President Bush did not 
have the courage to call 
out to the world and iden- 
tify the threat.” 

Instead, Santorum not- 
ed, Bush glossed over his 
aims to wage a war on radi- 
cal Islam. 

“President Obama _ has 
gone one step forward,” 
he said. “He embraces the 
whole Muslim community 
except Al Qaeda.” 

Santorum identified Al 
Qaeda as “a tiny piece of 
radicalism” and Obama’s 
inclusive approach as a cat- 
alyst for the Arab Spring. 

Santorum transitioned 


Set SANTORUM, pace A4 


supported by our group, 
especially because we’re a 
very progressive organiza- 
tion,” she said. 

CASA de Maryland had 
contacted the club-to col- 
laborate and were received 
well. They were provided 
with further support by 
the club with the addition 
of college demonstrators. 

Sophomore Jordan Car- 
mon, a member of the Col- 
lege Democrats, explained 


the club’s involvement 
with the political rally. 
“CASA de Maryland ap- 
proached us because we're 
college Democrats and their 
primary mission is to work 
with local communities and 
find opportunities within 
Maryland to fight for. equal 
protection rights,” he said. 
The rally included 
speeches. from myriad 
speakers, both politically 
See MARCH, Pace A3 


Alumna, U.S. diplomat 


killed in Afghanistan 


By ELIZABETH ARENZ 
Senior Staff Writer 


Anne Smedinghoff, 
a 2009 graduate of the 
Krieger School of Arts and 
Sciences at Hopkins and a 
U.S. Diplomat in the public 
affairs division of the State 
Department, was killed in 
a suicide bomb attack in 
Afghanistan on Saturday. 

This act of violence 
killed four others as well 
and occurred while Smed- 
inghoff was driving to 
Qalat to deliver donated 
books to Afghan students. 
The attack is the most le- 


thal involving Americans 
this year and was the first 
time a U.S. diplomat has 
been killed since the attack 
on the U.S. consulate in 
Libya last September. 
Smedinghoff, who was 
25, began working for the 
U.S. Foreign Service right 
after her graduation in 
2009. An International 
Studies major, she first 
served in Caracas, Ven- 
ezuela and then began 
working at the U.S. em- 
bassy in Kabul this past 
July. 
Her parents, Tom and 
See SMEDINGHOFFE, pace A4 
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\ew minor boasts internship options 


Students will be able to study Social Policy next fall 


SL 


By BEN SCHWARTZ 
Staff Writer 


The Sociology, Econom- 
and Political Science 
Departments have joined to 
launch a new Social Policy 
minor next fall. The new in- 
terdisciplinary minor will 
focus on issues of human 
welfare in Baltimore and 
other urban areas across 
the country in addition to 
looking at possible policy 
prescriptions to 
those very same so- 
cial ills. 

The depart- 
ments will offer for | 
the first time next 
fall a new 200-level 
course titled “In- 
troduction to Social 
Policy and Inequal- 
ity: Baltimore and 
Beyond” covering 
the unequal distri- 
bution of wealth, 
uneven educational 
Opportunities and 
inadequate access 
to health care in 
the inner city. The 
course, a require- 
ment for the new 
Social Policy minor 
and the first to be 
developed for the 
innovative pro- 
gram, will be team- 
taught by profes- 
sors from all three 
departments and 
will be offered ev- 
ery fall semester. 

“What we've 
done over the past 
couple of years is 
think about how 
we might leverage 
the fact that JHU 
is in a very special 
place, there are al-’ 
most no first-rate 
universities 
are in cities that of- 
fer a laboratory for study- 
ing urban problems like 
Baltimore does, but is'also 
an hour away from Wash- 
ington, D.C. which is the 
place to study the national 
culture,” Professor of Soci- 
ology and Public Policy An- 
drew Cherlin said. 

Cherlin is the chair of 
the faculty committee for 
the new minor in Social 
Policy. Sociology Assistant 
Professor Stefanie DeLuca, 
Economics Professor Robert 
Moffitt, Economics Senior 


ics 


Neate 
IOTW 


that of Morgan (bottom) and 


Lecturer Barbara Morgan, 
Political Science Associate 
Professor Adam Sheingate 
and Political Science Asso- 
ciate Professor Steven Teles 
form the rest of the commit- 
tee, 

Social policy works to 
lessen inequalities in educa- 
tion, health care, employ- 
ment, housing, and other ar- 
eas through local, state, and 
federal government actions 
and programs. It involves the 


COURTESY OF SOCJHUEDU AND ECONJHU.EDU 
Cherlin (top) will chair the committee with the help 
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laws, rules and regulations 
governing social, financial 
and institutional resources. 
“The idea behind the 
program in part is to take 
the very best of what you 
guys learn and do while 
you're here. Think criti- 
cally, write, employ your 


quantitative skills, and 
take the best of that, your 
comparative advantage, 


and apply it to the things 
that make you upset about 
society when you see them, 
what gets you worried, 


other faculty members. 


what kinds of things make 
you think it is unfair,” De- 
Luca said. 

The most unique aspect 
of the new minor will be an 
intensive semester in Balti- 
more or Washington, D.C. 
junior year. The faculty com- 
mittee will select 15 students 
each year to take classes 
and hold an internship in a 
government agency or non- 
profit organization in the 
nation’s capital and another 
15 to participate in 
a similar program 
while remaining in 
Baltimore. 

The committee 
will give priority to 
students majoring 
in sociology, eco- 
nomics or political 
science who apply 
for the program. 
The new minor in 
Social Policy will 
also include a se- 
nior capstone semi- 
nar. 

“We want to give 
students a ground- 
ing in [this] field. 
There are two ways 
to study it, one is a 
very technical way 
where we train you 
to be analysts who 
go work in a gov- 
ernment agency, 
that’s not what 
we're going to do. 
We want to give 
you a_ grounding 
in the disciplines 
of social science so 
that you can get the 
big picture of what's 
happening and in- 
form public policy,” 
Cherlin said. 

The new course 
and the new minor 
in Social Policy are 
targeted at students 
. interested in pur- 
suing law, medicine, public 
health or graduate study in 
social sciences. 

“Now, journalists do 
this, sometimes people talk 
about it on television, and 


a 
pays 
; 


a 
BI 


i 
Pion 


there are all kinds of other | 


sciences that study these 
problems, but the advan- 
tage of doing a field like 
social policy is that you 
can take academic rigor to 
things that people might 
otherwise apply their own 
opinions to or anecdotes,” 
DeLuca said. 


Members of the Hopkins community and Baltimore city c 


JASMIN GONZALEZ/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
ame together for the first annual Hop into Health fair. 


APRIL 11, 2013 


ISL puts on first annual Health Fair 


By ELLE PFEFFER 


Science & Technology Editor 


Groups from across 
Baltimore and _ different 
Hopkins divisions came 
together Sunday as _par- 
ticipants in the first annual 
| Hop Into Health fair held 
on the Homewood cam- 
| pus. Sponsored by JHU In- 
ternational Service Learn- 
| ing (ISL), the event sought 
to connect the wealth of 
| health resources at Hop- 
kins and beyond with Bal- 
timore city’s low- and mid- 
dle-income residents. 
“We're in a good posi- 
tion right now to make a 
difference to our relation- 
_ ship with the rest of the 
Baltimore community. I 
_ think a lot can be done to 
bolster that,” senior Ash- 
ley Choi, president of the 
Hopkins chapter of ISL, 
said. 
ISL is a non-govern- 
| mental organization that 
sends volunteers abroad 
| to work in clinics for un- 
| derserved populations. 
Choi, a_ pre-medical 
student who has been on 
these trips herself, ex- 
pressed her disappoint- 
ment that the skills and 
| passion developed abroad 
| often do not translate to 
| local action. 
The desire for a contin- 
| uation of this type of ser- 
| vice inspired her to lead 
| the organization of the 
| first Hop Into Health fair. 
“You have people liv- 
ing four blocks down 
from campus that are 
| going through the same 
hardships as people we 


find abroad. So we were 
thinking, ‘okay we see the 
shift in medicine from cu- 
rative to preventive, what 
can we do to help these 
people that are living 
right around us?” Choi 
said. 

ISL wanted to use col- 
laboration among differ- 
ent organizations to reach 
out to their target audi- 
ence and provide concrete 
information about life- 
style changes for healthi- 
er living. 

Of the 21 participating 
groups in the fair, most 
were from the Homewood 
campus, but representa- 
tives from the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health 
and the Baltimore City 
Health Department _at- 
tended as well. 

The Maryland Wom- 
en, Infants & Children 
Program (WIC), which 
provides assistance to 
pregnant women, new 
mothers and _ children 
under five, also set up an 
informational display. 
WIC’s’ services include 
breastfeeding ~ support, 
nutritional counseling, 
referrals and checks for 
healthy food for families 
with qualifying incomes. 

There are 12 WIC sites 
in Baltimore, one of which 
is situated at the Bloom- 
berg School of Public 
Health. 

Patricia Bell-Waddy, 
the coordinator for the 
program at the Bloom- 
berg School, received the 
invitation to present at 
the fair through the state 
WIC office. 


“We are looking for- 
ward to this being a con- 
tinued effort,” she said. 

Bell-Waddy had ear- 
lier shared nutritional in- 
formation with a family 
already on the WIC pro- 
gram that had come by. 

The fair was not lim- 
ited to strictly medicals 
organizations. Groups 
from the Homewood cam- 
pus ranged from Campus 
Kitchen and A Place to 
Talk to Nu Rho Psi and 
Students for Environmen- 
tal Action. 

“We also felt that it’s 
necessary to reach out to 
non-health related groups 
so that we get a diverse 
perspective,” Choi said. 

The members of ISL 
reached out to local com- 
munities through flyer- 
ing at clinics, churches 
and schools to encourage 
people to attend the fair. 

The 10 neighborhoods 
they chose to target where 
those specified in Presi- 
dent Ronald Daniels’ Ten 
by Twenty development 
plan announced last No- 
vember. 

Despite the relatively 
modest turnout, Choi was 
encouraged by the future 
prospects for the fair, 
which will become an an- 
nual event. 

“As we do this every 
year, people will, know 
more about it and when 
we continue our campus 
collaboration, we can 
achieve something bigger 
and we can set this as a 
tradition so we can con- 
nect with the Baltimore 
community,” Choi said. 


Women's Pre-Health Leadership Society conference explores gender gap in medicine 


By JESSICA COHEN 
Staff Writer 


In an effort to strength- 
en connections between 
women in medicine, the 
Women’s Pre-Health Lead- 
ership Society (WPHLS) 
held their fourth annual 
conference on April 6. The 
event included speeches 
by a variety of renowned 
female professionals with 
the theme “Careers in 
Medicine: Exploring Med- 
ical Specialties” as its mis- 
sion. 

“While the gender gap 
among medical school 
students has nearly dis- 


-_ appeared in recent years, 


there is still a big dispar- 
ity among the sexes within 
different medical special- 


ties. One of the reasons we 


chose to emphasize sur- 
gery at the conference was 
to show attendees success- 
ful women who have come 
before us, and to instill 
confidence and belief that 
it is possible to have it all 
regardless of the specialty 
we choose,” junior Maddie 
Fryer, Programming Co- 
Chair for WPHLS, wrote 


in an email to The News- 


Letter. — . i: 
For the first time, 


Goucher College and Bal- 
timore City Community 
College (BCCC). 

“lm in a pre-med so- 
ciety at my university, 
and our advisor got sent 
an email about the event. 
This is my first time at a 

-conference, but it defi- 


nitely reached my ex- . 


pectations. It was really 
interesting to get to talk 
face-to-face with some of 
the surgeons and trauma 
specialists, and it was re- 
ally nice for the students 
at Hopkins to allow other 


college students to attend. 


It was a really great op- 
portunity for us,” UMBC 
freshman Safa Zahangir 
said. 

The event began with 
an opening speech by Dr. 
Patricia Turner, M.D., Di- 
rector of the Division of 
Member Services for the 


American College of Sur- | 


geons. 
Turner’s presentation 
covered the importance 
of organized medicine, 
generational change and 
work-life balance. 
“You want to be the 


world’s expert on some-. 


thing, even if it’s the most 
narrow Slice,” Turner said. 
‘According to Turner, this 
will lead to being called 
on to advise and speak in 
medical settings more fre- 
quently. MP ce aoe: 
_. Beyond this, she em- 
-phasized the importance 


sity, of forming connections, 


_ both in terms of network- 


ing and finding mentors. 
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Dr. Turner spoke about work-life balance, generational change and forming connections at the WPHLS event. 


Specifically, she men- 
tioned mentors that have 
helped start her career in 
medicine: for instance, one 


‘mentor spoke to the issue 


of the “glass ceiling” in 
medical careers. 

“This notion people 
have that diversity — in 
gender, race, ethnicity, et 
cetera — is an uphill bat- 


tle is ridiculous. You can-. 


not have excellence with- 
out diversity," Dr. Turner 
said. + 
After Turner’s speech, 
participants separated 
into smaller sections and 
rotated throughout three 
panels: Trauma & Emer- 


gency Medicine, Surgery 


& The Operating Room 


-andChronicCare.. 


Panelists were asked to 


speak about their careers, 
including how they felt in 
male-dominated fields and 
what their greatest chal- 
lenges and rewards have 
been so far. While pursu- 
ing a career in medicine is 
difficult, speakers stressed 
the importance of saving 
time for oneself, friends 
and family. 

A fellow in Interna- 
tional Emergency Medi- 
cine and Public Health 
at Hopkins and a clini- 
cal instructor in the De- 
partment of Emergency 
Medicine, Dr. 


in the Trauma & Emer- 
gency Medicine panel. 
She is pursuing a Masters 
in Public Health at the 


Bloomberg School of Pub- 


‘ 


Bhakti 
Hansoti, M.D., presented. 


lic Health. 

“People get burnt out 
really easily. We're work- 
ing at 150 percent, and you 
can only do that so much. 
Make sure you have time 
to have fun! When you 
meet someone, they're not 
going to remember your 
CN. They’re going to re- 
member that ‘quirky’ thing 
about you: that restaurant 


app on your phone. 


career,” Hansoti said. 
_ The conference 
cluded with a 
presentation by 


~iam Schechter, M. 


-academic gene 


trician at the Children’s 


| ‘or 
Hospital at Montefiore, in — pk 


. ee at 


- with helping 


( feel | 
recommendation, or that ~ ques 
ae 4 . So be- : if) 
_ ing well rounded can ac 
tually help to propel your 
_ ¥: Pi] t 


the Bronx, N.Y. 

Titled “Life and Lessons 
since Lazear,” Schechter’s 
presentation reflected on 
her journey from her Hop- 
kins undergrad to her cur- 
rent career. 

Schechter completed 
her speech by giving ad- 
vice to the conference-go- 
ers, from reminding them 
to listen to patients to ad- 
vising them to live altruis- 
tically. 

“I really think that liv- 
ing altruistically is the 
crux of medicine. I know 
that sounds cliché, ‘g0- 
ing into medicine to help 
people,’ but what’s wrong 
people? 
There are very few fields 
that let you do it the way 


medicine does,” Schechter’ 


said. 


Overall, WPHLS mem- | 
pleased with 


bers were 
the event. — 


questio 


eerie 
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By ELI WALLACH 
Stall Writer 


Students gathered to 
watch Middle East experts 
Gaith al-Omari and Jona- 
than Schanzer debate is- 
Sues regarding Israel and 
Palestine last night. The 
event was sponsored by 
the Coalition of Hopkins 
Activists for Israel (CHAD 
and was cosponsored by 
the Alexander Hamilton 
Society, J Street U, the Jew- 
ish Student Association, 
the Hopkins Partnership 
tor Israel and JHU Politik. 

While the speakers held 
two different perspectives 
on the conflict, they both 
shared many common be- 
liefs on the region. 

Both speakers did not 
see the prospect of peace 
in the region as plausible 
in the near future, given 
the current political situa- 
tion. While al-Omari was 
hopeful that peace could 
come about in the long run 
based on the popularity of 
a two-state solution among 
both the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian public as well as the 
recently enhanced coopera- 
tion between the Palestin- 
ians and the Israeli Defense 
Force in the West Bank, 
Schanzer remained skepti- 
cal of the situation due to 
what he deemed to be an 
ongoing civil war within 
Palestine between Hamas 
and Fatah forces coupled 
with problems amongst 
Palestinian leadership. 

In regards as to what 
role the U.S. should play in 
the conflict, both speakers 
agreed that it is the U.S/s 
responsibility to play an 
active role in the region. 

“The Palestinian-Israeli 
relationship reminds me of 
an abusive marriage where 
the sides know that they 
need to get out of it but 
they are too afraid of the 
unknown,” al-Omari said. 
“Sometimes you need a 
good friend that you trust 


The two Middle East experts presented in the Gilman Atrium last night to a crowd of students. 


completely to come and 
say, ‘I'll hold your hand, 
| have your back, just get 
out. I think the special 
U.S.-Israel relations give 
the U.S. exactly this role.” 

Schanzer shared _al- 
Omari’s argument of the 
U.S’s role in the region, 
however Schanzer held 
that the U.S. did not hold 
enough legitimacy in the 
region to maintain this 
role. He argued that the 
U.S. must take a strong 
stance against Iran in or- 
der to regain its footing in 
the region and further pro- 
mote peace. 

While the two speakers 
did not agree with every- 
thing, they both respected 
each other's views and up- 
held a smooth and friendly 
debate. 

“T hope that we showed 
you one model of debate: 
one of civility, one that is 
solution oriented. If we 
have more of that spirit 
among Palestinians and 
Israelis, definitely on cam- 
puses in this country, I 
think this issue would 
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Middle East peace prospects spark debate SG grants pro-life 


move much faster than 
it has been moving,” al- 
Omari said. 

The speakers responded 
to questions from repre- 
sentatives of each of the 
groups who helped co- 
sponsor the event. The 
questions ranged from 
whether Israel had a vi- 
able Palestinian partner for 
peace to what role the US 
should play in the conflict. 

Junior Aaron  Tesslar 
and senior Jules Szanton 
spearheaded the organiza- 
tion of this event on behalf 
of the CHAI. 

Arie Grunberg, co-Pres- 
ident of CHAI, believed the 
event was successful. 

“All in all, the two 
speakers were great. They 
were both very respectful 
to each other, to the audi- 
ence and to the questions,” 
Grunberg said. “They an- 
swered all the questions 
thoroughly and represent- 
ed both sides well.” 

The speakers piqued the 
interest of freshmen Carly 
Greenspan. 

“This issue is so com- 


2 Rect eee pet 


= = 


COURTESY OF ELI WALLACH 


plex, if you don’t hear all 
the sides of it you won't be 
able to look at it critically 
and analyze what the next 
best step is,” Greenspan 
said. “So: something like 
this where you do have the 
two voices representing 
different sides is a very im- | 
portant thing.” 

Al-Omari_ is currently 
the Executive Director of | 
the American Task Force | 
on Palestine. | 

He has served as a se- | 
nior advisor to Palestinian | 
President Mahmoud Ab- | 
bas and has participated in 
multiple peace talks. 

Schanzer is currently the 
Vice President of Research | 
at the Foundation for the 
Defense of Democracies. 

He has additionally re- 
searched Palestinian poli- 
tics extensively through 
positions at both the U.S. 
Treasury Department and 
the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. He 
has even written a book on 
the subject titled “Hamas 
v. Fatah: The Struggle for 
Palestine.” 
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VOICE FOR LIFE, rrom Al 
group, and never would 
have received funding as 
such, the conflict did not lie 
in whether the SAC would 
finance the VFL activity. 

Freshman Kyra Toomre, 
co-Counselor represent- 
ing the SGA in the trial, 
detailed that the SGA held 
to their original decision 
throughout the trial to pro- 
tect the interests of the stu- 
dent body. 

“SGA fought to up- 
hold our decision and we 
were overturned. We can 
assure the JHU student 
body that your elected 
representatives fought for 
your concerns and for the 
betterment of the Hop- 
kins community,” Toomre 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

Similarly, the VFL stuck 
by their original positions, 
and did not revise their 
platform since they origi- 
nally applied, nor their def- 
inition of sidewalk coun- 
seling. 

“We haven't changed 
any of our intentions. I 
think we have been ac- 
cepted as we originally ap- 
plied,” Guernsey said. 

The SGA counsel still 
hopes that the University’s 
administration will restrict 
the use of its name and 
funds to prevent intimida- 
tion of women and the dis- 
semination of misinforma- 
tion. 

“The SGA counsel re- 
mains convinced that the 
group’s proposed activity 
of ‘sidewalk counseling’ 
under the imprimatur of 
The Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity will lend undo cred- 
ibility to that activity and 
the statements made dur- 
ing it,” Toomre wrote. 

The SGA counsel be- 
lieves that there is a lack 


| of information in support 


| group full club status 


of the pro-life movement 
on campus, but that VFL 
would not represent the 
position well because of 
their means of communica- 
tion. 

Guernsey, however, 
praised the Judiciary for 
protecting his organiza- 
tion’s right to free speech. 

“We hope that our sto- 
ry of rising above discrim- 
inatory opposition can 
inspire pro-life students 
around the country to 
courageously take a stand 
for life at their own col- 
lege campuses,” Guernsey 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

As an approved club, 
VFL has full access to 
University resources for 
transportation and adver- 
tising, in addition to the 
use of the Hopkins name, 
logo and seal per univer- 
sity guidelines. 

The club also can host 
and publicize for their 
events on campus and con- 
duct fundraising activities 
on campus. 

In order to finance its 
approved activities, VFL 
will seek Student Activi- 


ties Commission (SAC) 
grants, according to 
Guernsey. 


The SGA has acknowl- 
edged several flaws in its 
system of SAC group ap- 
proval and its Constitu- 
tion. 

“I would like to con- 
duct a student referen- 
dum in order [to] amend 
the Constitution to fix 
many of these flaws so a 
case like this never occurs 
again. These amendments 
would include criteria for 
group approval,” Toomre 
wrote. 

SGA is also considering 
reforming their SAC group 
categories and group appli- 
cation process. 


Activists and reformers sweep DC 


MARCH, From Al 
and religiously significant. 
The promotion leading 
up to the event led to an 
estimated attendance of 
100,000 individuals. 

As Obama reevaluates 
immigration laws and con- 
tinues to pass new regula- 
tions making citizenship 
more attainable, demon- 
strations such as this have 
become increasingly prev- 
alent. 

The momentum from 
these changes continues to 
stir up the desire for fur- 
ther reform. 

The organization pro- 
vided buses from over 
25 main stops and also 
had “echo events” in over 
140 cities, organized in 
less centralized locations 
with the help of CASA de 
Maryland by even smaller 
groups. 


The main march in 


Washington was preced- 
ed by a similar event held 
in Miami on Saturday, 


COURTESY OF WWWSANJOSEPEACE.ORG 


April 6. 

The College Democrats 
at Hopkins have been in- 
volved with this particu- 
lar issue before, reaching 


strong belief in the impor- | 
tance of reforming these | 


laws. 


“IT truly believe that | 
we're a country of immi- | 


out to voters grants and 
in Maryland that it’s im- 
to reform The fact that there portant to 
immigra- TW: stand up for 
tion. are 10 million those  indi- 
road feats Got undocumented viduals who 
November : : come here 
when the people in this with almost 
Dream Act country needs to nothing and 
[regarding end up be- 
immigra- change. coming the 
tion reform] very  em- 
was on the -Suzy YASTER, bodiment of 
ballot in PRESIDENT OF the Ameri- 
Maryland, ' can dream,” 
we . orga- HOPKINS COLLEGE he said. 
nized phone Yealstiesn 
banks and DEMOCRATS x pressed 
we've been similar 
very in- views when 


volved with 

it the entire year,” he said. 
Carmon also explained 

that the College Demo- 

crats promoted this event 

so heavily because of their 


The Hopkins College Democrats support the CASA de Maryland. 


speaking on 
the importance of immi- 
gration reform. x 

“The fact that there are 
10 million undocumented 
people in this country 
needs to change,” she said. 
“Especially on campus, 
it’s not something we are 
aware of all the time, but 
it’s a big problem in the 
country overall.” ; 

These ideals align with 
CASA de Maryland’s 
mission to promotes jus- 
tice and citizenship: “For 
too long, our communi- 
ties have suffered under 
a defective and outdat- 
ed immigration system 
that stifles our economic 
growth, makes political 
scapegoats out of immi- 
grants, and tears families 
apart.” 

The rally’s goal, as Car- 
mon shared, was simple 
and directed at politicians. 

“Reforms in the past 
have failed because of a 
lack of political will,” he 
said. “The point of the 
march was to stop law- 
makers from kicking the 
can down the road once 
more.” 


blasted camera 
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COURTESY OF ELIZABETH CHEN AND ALEXANDER ANANIADIS 
The Phi Kappa Psi fraternity held their Synchronized Swimming event last Friday in the Athletic Center. 
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FAMILY-PROVIDED PHOTO 
Smedinghoff graduated in 2009 with a degree in International Studies. 


Alumna mourned by 
Hopkins community 


SMEDINGHOFE rrom Al 
Mary Beth Smedinghoff, 
shared their thoughts that 
serve as consolation fol- 
lowing this tragic news. 

“[She] absolutely loved 
the work she was doing,” 
they said in a statement. 
“(She was] always looking 
for opportunities to reach 
out and help to make a 
difference in the lives of 
those living in a country 
ravaged by war.” 

The young diplomat’s 
uncle, Paul Smedinghoff, 
remembered her with 
similar ideas in a video 
taken outside her parent's 
home. 

“Foreign service was 
kind of her life-dream,” 
he said. “[She wanted] to 
serve our country, make a 
difference in the world.” 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry, who met Smed- 
inghoff about two weeks 
ago, as she was part of his 
control team for his time 
in Afghanistan, remarked 
on her outstanding capa- 
bilities as a foreign ser- 
vice employee in an offi- 
cial statement following 
the tragedy. 

“Everything that our 
country stands for is em- 
bodied in what Anne 
Smedinghoff stood for,” he 
said. “[She was] vivacious, 
smart, capable, chosen 
often by the ambassador 
there to be the lead person 
because of her capacity.” 

Elected to Order of 
Omega, a national frater- 
nity and sorority leader- 
ship honor society, Smed- 
inghoff was recognized in 
more honorable ways at 
her young age than many 
are in their entire lives. 

Not only respected by 
her elders, Smedinghoff 
was also greatly admired 


by peers. 
A close friend, Kate 
Rogers, explained the 


blessing she feels she has 
been given simply by 
knowing her. 

“Anyone who knew 
Anne is blessed to have 
known her, been support- 
ed by her, and inspired 
by her,” she wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 
“She was an amazing, 
fearless, strong beautiful, 
incredibly talented and 


intelligent woman, taken | 


from the world far too 
soon.” 
Smedinghoff was an 


| 


active contributor to the | 
Hopkins community dur- 


ing her time on campus, a 
member of Kappa Alpha 
Theta, a founding mem- 
ber of the Hopkins chap- 
ter of Rho Lambda, and a 
co-chair of the 2008 For- 
eign Affairs Symposium. 

In this time of grief, 


her peers find solace in | 
the way Smedinghoff has | 


inspired them in the past 
and will continue to in- 
spire them. 

Marissa Neto, also in 


the diplomat’s graduat- | 


ing class, shared the way 
Smedinghoff was able to 


touch her life in an email | 
| talk, robust. 


to The News-Letter. 

“Anne was the person I 
turned to when I thought 
my world was crumbling 
because she was the one 
person I knew could al- 
ways make me feel better 
by listening and _turn- 
ing my problems on their 
heads with her unbe- 
lievable intelligence and 
stunning logic,” she said. 
“Anne was an absolute in- 
spiration.” 

Neto also. mentioned 
the regrets she has re- 
garding the great deal 
more Smedinghoff would 
have been able to accom- 
plish if given more time. 

“She was going to 
change the world, I can 
assure you that,” she stat- 
ed. “[Her] combination 
of compassion and intel- 
lect would certainly have 
enabled her to go far in 
her career, but it also en- 
deared her to the hearts of 
all those around her.” 

Though the Hopkins 
community, as well as 
the many others touched 
by Smedinghoff’s virtues, 
has been shocked by this 
horrific event, Rogers of- 
fers words of comfort to 
those grieving. 

“Even during these 
horribly sad times, look- 
ing back on all the fond 
memories shared with her 
can bring immense com- 
fort,” she said. “Anne is a 
true hero that will live on 
in our hearts, inspiring us 
for the rest of our lives.” 
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Santorum addresses situation in lran, drones 


SANTORUM, From Al 
nuclear 
explained 


to discussing 
weapons. He 

that Ahmadinejad 
made speeches detailing 
the greatest virtue in the 
Islamic Republic as mar- 
tyrdom, causing him to be 
more concerned about Iran 
than North Korea. 

“T see no sign that Presi- 
dent Obama is concerned 
with Iran getting nuclear 
weapons. If there is an at- 
tack, I ask you: who will 
fight?” he said. “President 
Obama has shown he is 
more comfortable leading 
from behind and appeas- 
ing. What will be the con- 
sequence to the world?” 

Santorum discussed 
what he believed the U.S. 
response to talk of nuclear 
weapons in Iran should be. 

“The worst thing a 
country can do is talk big 
and carry a little stick,” 
he said. “We are talking 
big and carrying no stick 
... What I'd like out of the 
President is clarity. If he’s 
not going to use military 
action, then say so.” 

The question and an- 


has 


CEs ae re ee 
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Santorum discussed his views on civil rights, responding to a variety of questions from Hopkins students. 


of a man and a woman for 
one purpose, to reproduce. 

“| hear the term same- 
sex marriage, and I say, 


‘That's impossible,” Santo- 
rum said. 
Santorum also. dis- 


Students challenged some of Santorum’s assertions during his speech. 


swer portion of the eve- 
ning was, as Santorum 
predicted at the start of his 


Students raised ques- 
tions covering topics of 
the Middle East, same sex 
marriage, abortion and the 
environment. 

When asked about the 
drone program, Santorum 
responded by suggesting 
we kill “the nuclear scien- 
tists” instead of innocents. 
“This administration is 
killing people,” he said. 
“You may laugh, but it 
would be a good thing.” 

A number of audience 
members later laughed in- 
credulously in reaction to 
Santorum’s treatment of 
the environment. He noted 
that many scientific jour- 
nals have been discredited. 

“The bottom line is in 
the last 15 years the earth 
is not warm,” Santorum 
said. “The warmest year 
was 1998. We have not seen 
any warming since then. 
This was somehow lost on 
the people in this room.” 

Santorum’s response to 
such questions disappoint- 
ed sophomore Nick Igo. 

“As a student at the 
country’s first-founded 
research institution, I was 
hoping he'd have been able 
to provide some personal 
research to support his 
claims,” Igo wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

‘Santorum also fielded 
questions about abortion 
and marriage. 

He stated that marriage 
could be defined, outside 
of religion, as the union 


ining electronics, wallet, cash and credit cards 
. The faculty member returned at 3 p.m. 


cussed. abortion, saying 
that today’s generation is a 


primarily pro-life genera- 
tion. 

“That's because we are a 
visual generation. We don’t 
trust things we don’t see. 

Some of you have seen 
pictures of yourselves 
bouncing around in the 
womb, sucking your 
thumb,” he said. “Some 
people say they can’t go 
there because it could 
have been them.” 

He named adoption as 
an effective solution for 
families who are unable to 
care for their babies. 

“There are millions of 
parents, infertile couples, 
who would love to adopt. 
The biggest problem facing 
America is the baby bust.” 

Nevertheless, according 
to Santorum, the pressure 
for some mothers to abort 
“a glob of tissue” is im- 
mense. 


“The vast majority of 
people who are pro-life are 
pro-life because they know 


something. scientifically,” 
he said. “I think [abortion] 


is wrong because I believe 
in human rights, not be- 
cause I am a Catholic.” 

Santorum also ad- 
dressed the topic of reli- 
gion as it related to school 
textbooks. 

“It’s important to un- 
derstand that taking a 
particular point of view in 
concert with a particular 
religion and then remov- 
ing the religion ... creates 
another type of theology. 
There is no such thing as 
neutrality. The idea is ri- 
diculous.” 

Junior Danielle DiPer- 
sia, a member of the FAS 
staff, was pleased with the 
outcome of the event. 

“I think the event was 
a huge success,” DiPer- 
sia said. “I was honestly 
expecting the crowd to 
be rowdier and more ar- 
gumentative. Of course, 
there was controversy and 
disagreement but overall, 
the crowd was respectful 
and provoked engaging 
debate.” 
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Young Alumni Tent Party 
is BACK! 
Iriday, April 26th 


Jonathan A. Jarzyna Memorial Poker Challenge 


Charles Commons, Room 304, 7:00 pm . 
$20 Entrance Fee will be donated to the : 
Johns Hopkins Chapter of PAWS in Jon’s honor. 
$1000, $500, $250 Prizes 
Young Alumni Tent Party 
Bloomberg Courtyard Tent, 10:00 pm-1:00 am 
3 drink tickets, $15 cover charge 
Must be 21+ with valid ID to attend 
Saturday, April 27th 


The Hullabalooza 


All-class dance party with live music 
Decker Quad Tent, 9:00 pm-12:30 am 
1 drink ticket, $5 cover charge for students 


All ages welcome, must be 21+ with valid ID to 
consume alcohol 


Register online at 


alumni.jhu.edu/reunion! 


YOL St. Paul 
D Street Suite £ 
Daltimore, Maryland 


(410) 235-1482 


Platten your DRILAD 
Nis your Wells 


1Q% Student Discount Lveryday at Sandella s 
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NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY WALK 


TUESDAY, J APRIL 16TH @ 6:30PM 


Meet ft Bruce Miller in front of Maxie’s + 


Walk through the Charles Village Neighborhood with Lt. Bruce Miller as he identifies 
different safe and unsafe areas as well as offer crime prevention tips. 


RSVP by emailing: offcampus@hd.jhu.edu 


IOsINWHECOLDGINS 


PEVEPRAL CREDIT UNION 


/ AND F 
THE HOPKINS COMMUNITY 


Access to 30,000 Free ATMs Nationwide 
Oval irat=yAiiCe)e) (=m =t-lal dlare meme lace (Ucel ale m BL= eleyti cy. 
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JHFCU.ORG » 410-534-4500 4am ese 


by NCUA 


Not a Member? Join Today! 


Serving the Hopkins community since 1971 


EAST BALTIMORE BAYVIEW HOMEWOOD EASTERN 
2027 E. Monument St. 5201 Alpha Commons Dr. Charles Commons, 4 E. 33rd St. 1101 E. 33rd St., Room 303A 


Employees of JHU, JHH, JHMI, JHBMC, and most other Hopkins affiliates; current JHU students; and contributing members 
of the JHU Alumni Association are eligible for membership. For a full list, contact JHFCU or visit our website. 
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ationships, lifestyle and trends 


Housewives of NYC, Sexual harrassment, BirdNation, Liam Neeson 


Bethenny Frankel 


2 Apr 
| am living in a world where there is a booty workout video 
throwdown on television and i am watching it. 
Dear Bethenny, I am living in a world where there is a housewife show about women from New York on television 
and I am watching it (and hating myself because it’s like some horrible blend of Donna Reed and Carrie Bradshaw 
that tastes like freshly baked cookies wrapped in one-hundred dollar bills, but it somehow works). 
Lena Dunham 2 Apr | 


The mandatory sexual harassment meeting before we start shooting 
a new season of @girlsHBO is my Christmas 


EYnaAnG 
v 


I'd like to see Lena Dunham teach a sexual harassment class. After all, she wrote a scene where Adam tells his new 
girlfriend to get on all fours, like he’s Chris Brown and she’s Rihanna and vou're just waiting for the bruises to come, 
but they don’t because she’s an expert at teaching about sexual harassment. If this is her Christmas, maybe she'll 
stroll in all “hey Santa baby,” and Santa will tell on her, and Lena will get fired, and that will be the show’s end to 
sexual harassment, and they won’t have to attend these meetings anymore. I mean, the way season 2 of Girls trans- 
pired, Santa might not even have to get Lena fired for sexual harassment. 
; PTT er perma ar | 
ShtGirlsFromBmoreSay @84LT1 MORE Girl 6 Apr | 
* | 
Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os Os. I did that | 
when | was drunk “SGFBS 
Expand 


Is an Orioles fan ever sober? They constantly need to drink away their sorrows because the Red Sox (yet again) 
swept them good. No, I’m not a Sox fan or anything, why would you think that? ShtGirlsFromBostonSay. 


Bad Luck Brian Bria 
Makes a prank call. Liam Neeson answers. 


I looked under my bed and saw Bad Luck Brian crying into his phone, and so I took him to a magical land where 
everyone acts like Liam Neeson. I call it Taken (not to be confused with Taken (2008) staring Liam Neeson). 


Fresh album releases to satisfy new tune needs 


he smell of 
spring in the 
air not only 


means that the 
plants will start 
to bloom and | will get al- 
lergies — it also that there 
are more albums to look 
forward to. If you have 


Mosquito. The only official 
single, “Sacrilege,” — fea- 
tures the same YYY sound 
we all know and love, but 
finishes off with the help 
of a gospel. The album re- 
cently had a track-by-track 
preview and an accompa- 
nying interview with the 


not already, band about 
you should each song. 
check out the While the 
recently re- whole album 
leased Wakin has the same 
on a_ Pretty vibe and en- 
Daze by Kurt ergy as prior 
Vile, Over- YYY  releas- 
grown by es, there is a 
James Blake more preva- 
or Shaking the lent space 
Habitual by rock and 
The Knife. ° psychedelic 
Though we Alex Hurowitz influence in 


already have 
these albums 
to enjoy, here 
are some 
more albums 
we can look 
forward to in 
the coming months: 

Yeah Yeah Yeahs — 
Mosquito: April 16th — 
After almost 4 years, the 
New York based indie- 


An 


rock band is following 
up 2009’s universally ac- 
claimed LP It’s Blitz! with 


' Bradford Cox of Deerhunter, who is releasing a new album 


Music Rx 


analysis of 
misleading nature of 
Electronic Dance Music — 


this album. 
Phoenix 
— Bankrupt!: 
April 22 
_Another 
group that is 
following up 
an album four years after 
the last, the French alter- 
native rock group Phoenix 
is back on the scene with 
Bankrupt!. The only official 
single, “Entertainment,” 
was ‘released in  Febru- 


the 


ary and features the same _ 


COURTESY OF STARBRIGHT31 VIA FLICKR 
this spring, exercises his pipes for a crowd. 


dance rock ambience that 
was so familiar in Wolfgang 
Amadeus Phoenix. WHow- 
ever, the songs are not as 
pop-sounding as the last 
album, but feature a more 
experimental sound that is 
still grounded in their new 
wave and synth-pop roots. 
If you haven't, check out 
their recent SNL appear- 
ance, which features live 
performances of all new 
songs. 

Deerhunter — Monoma- 
nia: May 7 — The upcom- 


it’s hard to predict how 
the rest of the album will 
sound, but based on the 
band’s past successes with 
Microcastle, Weird Era Cont. 
and Halcyon Digest, this 
is definitely an album to 
check out when it finally 
arrives. 

Daft Punk — Random 
Access Memories: May 21 
— Let’s just state what we 
know: how many tracks 
are on the album, how 
long each of the tracks are, 
the name of the album and 


ing album who has col- 
from At- laborated 
lanta-based oe on the al- 
shoegaze- «-thisisanalbum pum (Niles 
influenced +o definitely check %° dpe ne) 
garage rock Giorgio Mo- 
group Deer- out... roder, Todd 
hunter now Edwards, 
features the Paul Wil- 


band as a five-piece group. 
Bassist Josh Fauver was re- 
placed by Josh McKay and 
another guitarist, Frankie 
Boyles, was brought in as 
well. Despite the fact that 
lead singer, Bradford Cox, 
has described the album 
as a very avant-garde rock 
n roll album, the reveal 
song, “Monomania,” fea-, 
tures a very raw and noisy 
punk vibe. At this point, 


liams and more. There is 
an interesting video series 
called. The Collaborators 
in which the collabora- 
tors speak of their music 
experience and how they 
felt working with Daft 
Punk). Other than that, 
Daft Punk have been huge 
teases and have only re- 
leased really small snip- 
pets of new tracks. The 
global launch of the album 
was just confirmed to be at 
a rural Australian agricul- 
tural festival in New South 
Wales. In the meantime, 
do not fall for any rumors 
about Daft Punk concerts, 
as festival and concert or- 
ganizers have stated that 
Daft Punk is definitely not 
touring in 2013. 

Sigur Ros — Kveikur: 
June 18 — After recently 
coming back from a three 
year hiatus, the Icelandic 
post-rock group Sigur Ros 
is releasing anew albuma 
little over a year after the 
last one, Valtari. Consid- 
ering that it usually took 
them a few years between 
albums, it is pretty excit- 
ing to know that Sigur 
Ros is releasing some- 
thing new so soon. Some 
of the new songs that 
have been featured so far 
(Brenninstein and Kvei- 
kur), feature a darker and 
more aggressive sound 
that was not present in 
the band’s previous work. 
This is also the last album 
to feature keyboardist 


and multi-instrumentalist 


Kjartan Sveinsson, whose 
work within the band 
has really helped capture 
their distinctive sound. 


Twitter Is over capaclty, 


Orn 


Hannah Decatur 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


COURTESY OF AMANDA GARCIA 
Most ladies pack a collection of products in the hopes of taming the mane. 


Learning how to love 
your luscious locks 


rowing up 

in my house- 

hold meant 

being repeat- 

edly remind- 
ed to dress up. My mother 
had my older sister a whole 
nine nine years before | 
came along, and she was 
desperately hoping for 
another shot at having a 
girly girl. My sister was the 
tomboy rocking the Tims 
and polos, and the only 
time my mom won out 
was when she forced her to 
wear a dress once a week 
.. in middle school. After 
that, it was a lost cause. 
Of course, 
nowadays it’s 
a completely 
different sto- 
ry. The newly 
christened 
29-year-old 
rocks Louis 
and high 
heels any- 
time she isn’t 


hair took a turn for the 
curly. 

The best thing about 
my hair is that it curls 
naturally and looks re- 
ally good after I wash 
it, only for that first day 
though. After that the 
frizz starts popping out 
and whenever I’m in any 
weather above 60 degrees 
it becomes more of a fro 
than anything. Like ev- 
eryone else who usually 
wants what they don’t 
have, I’ve always wanted 
nice straight hair that be- 
haves. The problem with 
getting my hair straight- 
ened is that 
it won't stay 


straight for 
long. Trust 
me, I have 


tried almost 
all the hair 
products 
under the 
sun, and my 
quest to find 


rocking her fe what _ prod- 

court officer - t 

uniform. Amanda Garcia cae Nae 
C om -  Acolumn about my is still in the 

pared pa family works. The 

WYssr SiS, oe ol spread on 

was more 


of the girly girl my mom 
wanted, but it still wasn’t 
enough. I was in middle 
school I opted for jeans. 
All the time. I also got 
into the habit of not wear- 
ing my earrings, which 
annoyed my mom to no 
end, but what really irked 
her was my hair. I could 
dress like a “bum” all I 
wanted and if I must, not 
Wear any earrings, but if 
my hair wasn’t looking 
right, | wouldn't hear the 


end of it. According to. 


her, hair is‘everything. 
When I was born, my 
dad rushed over to the 
hospital after taking the 
New York Police Officer 
exam, and when he saw 
me in the nursery, he 
swore I was a boy. Had | 
not been wrapped up in 
pink sheets, I would have 
surely been named after 
him. I was bald. But not 
for long. For three years 
afterwards, give or take, I 
had the nice straight hair 
every girl with difficult 
hair wants. After that, my 


my ~ dresser 

is a testament to that, al- 
though Aussie is pretty 
darn good. : 
When it comes to the 
younger generation of 
women in my family, the 


only one that has been’ 


blessed with the straight 
hair is my oldest niece, 
Ahava. That doesn’t mean 
she’s happy, though; she 
always .complains and 
says she wants curly 
hair like mine, because 
hers refuses to be any- 
thing but straight. On the 
other hand my youngest 
niece, Alejandra, has been 
touched with the curly 
curse, Luckily for her, her 
hair resembles more of 


my sister’s when she was 


younger which is closer to 
the waterfall curl end of 
the spectrum, though she 
has some tight curls here 
and there. 

So regardless of where 
exactly your hair ends up 
on the straight-to-curly 


“spectrum, learn love it and_ 
make sure to work it any 


and everywhere you go! 


a. 
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BUT ALSO observations, rants, | 
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ists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


The Voice is fun and refreshingly drama-less 


have to be honest; 
I did not watch the 
first three seasons of 
the U.S. version of 
The Voice on NBC. 
I was, however, alwavs 
drawn to the idea of the 
show. For those of you who 
do not watch it, the contes- 
tants come on stage and 
sing to the backs of the four 
judges. The point is that 
each judge hears the voice 
of the contestant without 
being distracted by looks 
or demeanor, which in it 
self is a very noble concept. 
As Shakira said, “There is 
no prejudice involved. And 
that is very refreshing.” 

If the judge likes a sing- 
er, he or she turns around. 
If more than one judge 
likes a singer, the singer 
can choose which judge 
will be their coach for the 
rest of the competition. 
This season, the judges are 
Adam Levine and Blake 
Shelton along with the two 
new additions of Shakira 
and Usher. 

The blind auditions, as 
they are called, are very 
pleasing to watch. The 
singers are talented and 
often grab the attention of 
more than one judge, caus- 


the way this season of The 
Voice did. It is one of my 
favorite things right now. 
I really just want to be en- 
tertained and see talented 
people get the exposure 
they deserve. It is pretty 
inspiring. Thus far, the 


ing them , season 
to duke has prov- 
roe Elizabeth sr 0 
e posi- perfect in 
tion of 
conchae Se OMerWOOd 4=.<i20 ey 
Imagine 2 One of 
being My Favorite Things =v t=ver- 
fought ite things 
over by about the 


Usher or Shakira. 
heart would melt. 

It must be the absolute 
best feeling in the world 
for a judge to turn around. 
It would be like visiting 
the college that proves it is 
best for you, after compet- 
ing with other universities 
for your enrollment. 

It must be extremely 
disheartening if the judg- 
es take a while to turn 
around, but most  sing- 
ers keep going and finish 
their songs strong: 

lam not an expert on 
reality singing shows, nor 
have I ever participated in 
any competitive singing 
of any kind. I am, how- 
ever, a pretty experienced 
TV watcher, majoring 
in situational comedies 
without laugh tracks. 
Competitive singing or 
reality shows usually do 
not capture my interest 


My 


show is that the competi- 
tors have already made it 
through open call audi- 
tions, so they know they 
are good. They are com- 
fortable and _ confident 
and often have performed 
before. Unlike Ameri- 
can Idol and the X Fac- 
tor, every single singer 
has potential and has a 
nice environment with a 
smaller audience to make 
him or her feel more com- 
fortable. I really disliked 
watching bad auditions 
from those other shows 
because I think they are a 
waste of time. People seem 
to really enjoy the train 
wrecks who give horrible 
auditions, though. There 
are hundreds of YouTube 
compilations. But that 
makes me uncomfortable. 

Another reason that I 
love the show is that the 
judges are so playful and 


COURTESY OF ADAM AND BLAKE VIA FANPOP | 
From left to right, Shakira, Adam Levine, Blake Shelton and Usher are judges on season four of The Voice. 


their banter is hilarious. 
The judges interrupt each 
other and joke around. | 
love watching Shakira 
think of new ways to try 
to distract the contestants 
from picking other men- 
tors over her. Shakira is 
adorable, Usher and Adam 
are pretty suave and Blake 
is lovably cocky. They also 
tweet during the shows, 
which makes the view- 
ers at home 
feel more 


sible to help them win the 
competition. The judges 
also really believe in the 
heart of the show, and in 
interviews talk about how | 
great it is to work with 
such talented musicians. 

I also feel that Blake, | 
Adam, Shakira and Usher | 
are just nicer people than 
most of the hosts of other | 
competitions now. And 
although Carson Daly is 

the host, we 


involved in 
the process. 


I really just want 


see less of 
him than we 
see of Ryan | 


The judges to he entertained ‘Seacrest 
are ulti- on Idol. So | 
mately very and see talented that’s a plus. 
supportive I know 
of at oth- people get the that these | 
er unlike exposure they shows are a | 
Nicki Minaj huge com- | 
and Mariah deserve. mitment, 
Carey or Si- but Iam not 
mon Cow- asking you 


ell and everybody else in 
the world. You often hear 
Adam tell a competitor 
that he is in good hands 
with Shakira and that he 
made the right decision. 
And when the judges re- 
ally love a competitor, the 
person they choose is al- 
lowed to be cocky and do 
a little dance. 

But they always give 
the singer a hug before 
he-or she leaves the stage. 
The judges know that they 
will develop a meaningful 
relationship with the sing- 
ers and hope that they can 
give the best advice pos- 


He’s so cute. Like a puppy. That falls over. 


nd just like 
that, you've 
entered 
into...”The 
Friend Zone” 
*cue spooky music*. The 
ever-feared nebulous pur- 
gatory populated with the 
not-quite-there crowd. 

It saddens me to admit 
that I have definitely been 
on both sides of the table 
‘in the business of “friend- 
zoning”, if you will. I rec- 
ognize that some of you 
reading this may be un- 
justly attractive and unfa- 
miliar with such a place. 

Allow me to acquaint 
you with our way of life. 

A lot of people assume 
that The Friend Zone is 
a monochromatic entity, 
to be avoided at all costs. 
It is, however, intricately 
arranged into a system 
of levels and rules, and 
maintains a variety of dy- 
namics. ve 

Basically, we're all just 
trying to make the best of 
a bad situation. 

Most people have lived 


in The Friend Zone at one 
point or another although 
the population of Friend 
Zone varies dependent on 
social circle and point in 
time. ; 


Most of the inhabitants 


are high school and col- 
lege-aged, which means 
we conveniently expe- 
‘rience evil amounts of 
hormones that try to con- 
vince us that we want out. 

That's just Darwin speak- 


ing from the grave. 

We in The Friend Zone 
are a kindly folk, mildly 
humorous, mildly | in- 
telligent, too caring for 
our own good, increas- 
ingly desperate, and not 
quite physically attrac- 
tive enough to move else- 
where. Allow me to ex- 


immediately ejected from 
The Friend Zone. 

It’s kind of like when 
you outdo everyone on 
the block by bedazzling 
your house with literally 
thousands of Christmas 
lights, synchronize their 
flash frequency to music 
and post a video of it on 


plain. YouTube. 
There are Neighbors 
strict rules think it’s 
in the Friend rude. (Just 
Zone. _ Fel- kidding, 
low Friend it’s one of 
Zone neigh- the coolest 
bors are not things ever.) 
allowed to But now 
take their that you've 
relation- + been ac- 
ship to “The sama Ae ak 
Next — Lev- i i wit our 
el,” (which Sophia Gauthier Land, it’s 
is like the So They Say time you 
neighboring ask yourself 
country) un- This is a reaction several ques- 
less they’re column to the bizarre tions and 
awkward college student quotes then make a 
sidekicks in that sometimes make it decision. 
an  angst-y past our mental filter, Are you in 
teenage fan so stay witty! (Seriously, The Friend 
fiction piece. Imightrunoutofideas. Zone? And, 
In that if you are, do 
case, we you plan on 


don’t. really want them 
there anyway. Friend 
Zoners are to maintain 
only moderately attrac- 
tive traits across the 


board, traits that allow — 


them to, well, remain in 


The Friend Zone. 


The minute someone 
oversteps their boundar- 
ies, and becomes slightly 
more desirable, they are 


staying? I promise you, 
it’s not so bad. We have 


to watch many segments 
after the blind auditions. 
I am not even sure if | 
would have time. Maybe 


finding out the, winner | 
of the season or pick- | 
ing a favorite contestant 


would pique my interest, 
and persuade me to con- 
tinue watching the show 


through the duration. of | 


the season. Until then, the 
show is perfect for a study 
soundtrack. 

The people who sing 
on stage really are very 
talented and have inter- 
esting stories: The four 
judges are so completely 
different but work off 
each other very well. They 
have the interests of the 
singers at heart. Between 


| commercial breaks, a new 


singer comes to the stage 
and blows them away. I 
love seeing some of my fa- 
vorite artists act like one 
of us. I love seeing them 
get excited about a dia- 
mond in the rough. And 
for those contestants who 
are able to pick a coach 
and continue with com- 
petition, it is even more 
satisfying to see them so 


happy. 


Movie marathon ideas to 
cure those Brody blues 


s the end of 

the semester 

draws to a 

close (I know 

| shouldn't 
even mention it) it’s impor- 
tant not to drive yourself 
crazy with 24/7 studying. 
Please, leave Brody every 
once in a while. The chairs 
are comfy, sure, but they 
aren't beds. The one thing 
that really winds me down 
from a hard week’s work is 
a good ole’ fashioned mov- 
ie marathon. This doesn’t 
have to be an intensive 24- 
hour, non-stop extravagan- 
za by any means but just a 
short two or three movie 
break where you can sit 


| down and maybe be trans- 
| ported from this stressful 
| world that is the Hopkins 


bubble. Grab some pop- 
corn and some friends and 
just enjoy yourselves for a 
little bit. For you hard core 
lot, if you’d rather be par- 
tying during your off time, 
I’m sure there is a drinking 
game for every movie that 
has ever been made. 


might I suggest one of my 
favorites? James (Jimmy) 
Stewart is one of my favor- 
ite actors of all time and 
tops my personal list of 
best American actors. He 


| has the ability to trans- 


port you from your life 
full of formulas and func- 
tions and drop you in the 
middle of his character's 
life. His versatility is such 
that any viewer can find a 
movie they’re interested 


in watching. If you want 
good American Classics 
that make you feel warm 
and fuzzy, I would suggest 
It’s a Wonderful Life and 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton. In these two movies, 


Stewart fights against the 
greedy banker and _politi- 
cian to stand for the rights 
of the little man although 
he is but a little man him- 
self. Feeling warm and 
fuzzy is all well and good 
but perhaps you'd like a 
little suspense? Hitchcock 
is your way to get there. 
Jimmy Stewart and Al- 
fred Hitchcock are one of 
the greatest actor/director 
pairs in cinematic history. 
It’s honestly hard to narrow 
down their best thriller to- 
gether. Go on IMDb and 
look up Hitchcock’s mov- 
ies starring Jimmy Stewart 
— you will not be sorry. My 
two favorites from this duo 
though are Rear Window 
and Vertigo. Rear Window 
follows the experiences 
of a bed-ridden man who 
witnesses some suspicious 
goings-on in the apartment 
across the complex’s patio. 
If this sounds like the plot 
to Disturbia, it’s because it 
is, though Hitchcock made 
Rear Window a full 53 years 
before Shia LeBouf was on 


If you house ar- 

| like this A rest. Ver- 
wea bot Aley Villarreal ‘| 
think of a 4 hand is a 
theme for Guest Columnist very sus- 
your mar- penseful 
athon, movie 


about a man who is driven 
to the brink of insanity 
by a woman he believes 
to be dead. Jimmy Stew- 
art’s ability to go from the 
boy-next-door fighting the 
power-hungry elite to a 
man on the edge (maybe 
literally?) is absolutely 
amazing. And if patrio- 
tism or suspense don’t 
spark your interest, he also 
has a repertoire of roman- 
tic comedies (The Philadel- 
phia Story), adventures (The 
Spirit of St. Louis), and Wild 
West movies, for which he 
is probably most famous. 
I bet you didn’t know he 
voiced the Sheriff Wiley in 
Fievel Goes West. 


COURTESY OF SUNSHINE47 VIA FANPOP 


James Stewart makes a face in the 1958 film, Be/ Book and Candle. 


Rivals of the West presents 


Brian Friels 


April 4" - 14" at 8 PM 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 


no room for drama, since | 


we're all just friends. We 
share an unmistakable 


bond and have the ca- | 


maraderie of others who 
share our plight. 
Not to mention, 


ice-cream. And we have 


adorable puppies. 


we | 
also have Ben & Jerry’s — 
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Editorial 


© Give the floor to both viewpoints 


The Judiciary Committee of the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) decided Wednesday to grant 
official group status to the pro-life 
organization Voice for Life (VFL). 
The Committee’s ruling overturns 
a March decision by the SGA Sen- 
ate, which denied VFL’s application 
for approval as a student group. As 
an official advocacy and awareness 
group, VFL now enjoys all Student 
Activity Commission (SAC) privi- 
leges. The group can freely use the 
Hopkins logo and name, has the 
opportunity to rent official Hop- 
kins vans and can apply to receive 
monthly SAC grants and other 
funds from the University. 

In the last editorial on this issue, 
the editorial board argued that this 
case was not about free speech. VFL 
has always had the right to freely 
voice its opinions on campus and 
in the Baltimore community, yet 
this right does not obligate funding 
from the University. 

The board supports one’s right to 


free speech and expression. We be- 


lieve in a free marketplace of ideas, 
in which opposing viewpoints are 
equally heard and represented. 

The marketplace of ideas, how- 
ever, is grounded in the expectation 


that no single voice will drown out 


the voices of others. 

Prior to the approval of VFL as 
an official group, the marketplace of 
ideas was equal. Neither an official 
pro-choice group nor an official pro- 
life group existed on campus. Now 
that VFL has official recognition, it 
is up to students that disagree with 
its aims to manifest their opinions 
productively. 

VELs zeal for its cause is to be 
commended. Continuing this ac- 
tivism that further fosters dialogue 
between differing viewpoints on 
a contentious single-issue, and to 
reestablish balance in the market- 
place of ideas, the editorial board 
encourages students passionate 
about their opposition to organize 
as VFL has done. 


_ Hopkins’s 
involvement 
with drones is 
wrong 
| 


Jacob Grunberger is 
right. JHU’s involvement 
in drone warfare is wrong, 
and we must do something 
about it. His proposal for 
compensating the victims 
of American drone attacks 
is worthwhile. Unfortu- 
nately, the Obama Ad- 
ministration tries to shield 
drone warfare from scru- 
tiny or criticism, treats the 
communities under attack 
with astonishing disregard 
and would likely embargo 
aid under the pretenses of 


the “War on Terror.” But, as 


Letter 


Mr. Grunberger suggests, 
we have a unique oppor- 
tunity to promote peace, 
transparency and the rule 
of law. 

JHU’s mission is “to 
educate its students and 
cultivate their capacity for 
life-long learning, to foster 
independent and original 
research and to bring the 
benefits of discovery to the 
world.” Classified weapons 
research undermines this 
mission. Its “benefits of 
discovery” are fear, death 
and destruction. With 
JHU’s help, the U.S. brings 
these “benefits” to parts of 
the world where no state of 
war has been declared, set- 
ting an example for others 
to do the same. 

There is no neutral po- 
sition on our university’s 
complicity in drone war- 
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fare. 

If we have doubts about 
our university’s involve- 
ment in drone warfare, 
why limit ourselves to 
compensation after the 
fact? Why not demand full 
transparency on JHU’s 
drone weapons research? 
Why not demand that the 
University suspend drone 
weapons research until we 
determine its compatibil- 
ity with our university's 
mission? Students and fac- 
ulty — not administrators, 
trustees, or military elites 
— are at the center of the 
University’s mission. 

These are our demands 
to make, if we want them. 


—Robert D. Day, on behalf 


of the Human Rights Group. 
Graduate student, Hopkins 
Department of English 
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Why was 
Santorum 
invited to 
Hopkins? 


Santorum has made a 
career out of his hateful 
ideas, especially toward 
the LGBT community. As 
a (former) Senator, he has 
been privileged to put his 
thought into policy on a 
national level, and the an- 
ti-LGBT policies of Santo- 
rum and his fellows have 
been measurably destruc- 
tive for the lives of LGBT 
Americans. 

It can be deceptively 
easy to rationalize giv- 
ing a platform to some- 
one like Santorum. Under 


Letter 


the guise — or with the 
earnest intention — of 
inclusion, of promoting 
a diversity of opinion, 
people like Santorum 
receive a podium and a 
speaker's fee at institu- 
tions that should know 
better. As a university, 
Johns Hopkins is not the 
most welcoming place for 
people of sexual and gen- 
der minorities. The LGBT 
community at Hopkins is, 
broadly speaking, small, 
scattered and_ invisible. 
For LGBT members of the 
Johns Hopkins communi- 
ty to hear that their peers 
have decided to welcome 
someone like Santorum 
— whose homophobia is 
no secret, whose bigotry 
does real harm — this is 
sad news. 

Welcoming Santorum to 


Anne Faber 


share his ideas at Hopkins, 
even if the impulse is borne 
out of a perverse pleasure 
in listening to this antiquat- 
ed bigot try to defend him- 
self, sends a strong message 
to members of the LGBT 
community. It says that our 
struggles are not pertinent, 
that they are less impor- 
tant than figuring out what 
makes this bigot tick. 

We belong to an intellec- 
tual community that does 
not make an active effort 
to foster its LGBT voices, 
and Santorum’s presence 
at Hopkins, even as a last- 
minute alternate speaker, 
even with a touch of irony, 
is a wonderful reminder. 


-Nancy Hoffman (Class of 
2012) and Katie Boyce-Jacino 
(Graduate Student, Humani- 
ties Center) 


The News-Letter remembers Anne Smedinghoff, a 
valuable member 


im! 


{ 


of the class of 2009. , 


limit the number of letters printed. 
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OPINION 


My open letter to Kim Jong-un 


Dear Triumphant Leader 


I can only imagine the enor- 
mous pressure you are under as 
Chairman of the Most Glorious 


Land of Eternal Sun. You're now 


settling into your second ye 


° j 
arin 
a tu- 
multuous reign. Your friend Hu 
is no longer in office. Your bl 
phemous brothers to the 


office, and yours has been 


as- 


south 
actually chose a GIRL to run the 


country. Louisville beat Michi- 
gan for the NCAA champion- 
ship. That these atrocities have 
occurred in the world can only 
mean the apocalypse is nigh. It 
is inconceivable that a mere man 
be expected to handle such af- 
fairs, but luckily for the people of 
The True Korea, there is nothing 
“mere” about you. i 

Your subtlety and grace is un- 
paralleled, which is why your 
regime has flawlessly held power 
for over 60 years. Whereas oth- 
ers would back down in fear at 
America’s so-called, “rebalanc- 
ing to Asia,” you have only reaf- 
firmed your staunch dedication 
to the protection of Asia, demon- 
strating the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea’s commitment 
to maintaining peace and justice 
in the world! I live in awe of your 
rationality. Such compassion it 
must require to cope with the ri- 
diculous assertions of imperialist 
scum. 

What fools to think that 
700,000 American-trained  sol- 

“diers could ever pose a match for 
the People’s Army! 

And the deployment of 12 
MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor transport 
aircraft to Japan? 

Child’s play. 

60 percent of U.S. Naval, 
Army and Air Force assets to be 


stationed in Asia within the next © 


seven years? 
The U.S’s attempts are too fu- 

tile for humor. 
Our Soviet 


brothers were 


weak the American 
Imperialists and their self-pro- 
claimed nuclear hegemony, but 
the People’s Army and its Di- 
vine Leadership will not falter 
like false socialists before us. 
Che Americans could only hope 
to ever harness the power of 
our Supreme Taepodong, which 
our Effulgent Leader Kim Jong- 
Il labored over for years in his 
efforts to protect the weak from 
U.S. aggression. The imperial- 
ists shout: “North Korea’s mis- 
siles do not have the capacity 
to back its threats!” Such inso- 
lence! Capitalists power their 
machines with not fuel, but 
LIES! What strength do war- 
heads and missiles have with- 
out you, Fearless Chairman, 
to guide? You and I know that 
the faith and prayer of the Ko- 
rean people transcend man’s 
ability to comprehend, and 
those prayers will carry our Ta- 
epodong wherever you, Radiant 
Leader, deem it necessary to go. 

The capitalists waste money 
on useless frivolities that they 
then try to throw in our faces to 
inspire fear. Sure, there are more 
F-22s stationed in Japan than ever 
before. Sure, the U.S. and South 
Korea have partnered to expand 
cyber and bomber forces. MQ-9 
Reapers, U-2 reconnaissance air- 
craft, Global Hawk high-altitude 
unmanned aircraft — all on their 
way to Asia-Pacific as we speak... 
These things ... uh ... can’t hurt 
Se01S es 

Erm ... Oh! But we have some- 
thing the Americans only dream 
about! Yes, their tiny brains have 
not the innovation to even con- 
jure an idea such that the Korean 
People have already realized. My 
body explodes with excitement 
as Pyongyang prepares for the 


against 


immense celebration that will | 


occur on April 15, the birthday 
of Our Nation’s Great Founder 
(which Obama hatefully defiled 


by making it America’s “Tax 
Day.” His imprudence will not 
go unpunished). On that day, 
America will discover the true 
extent of Our Nation’s advance- 
ment when we unveil the most 
magnificent display of military 


All 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


Drone program invaluable, 
but in need of reform 


power that the world has ever | 


seen. Our intermediate 


Musudan missile will leave im- 


range 


perialist pigs cowering behind | 


their mothers’ hips. With its un- 
paralleled range of 2,500 miles, 
we are unstoppable. We are reso- 
lute. Who needs Guam anyway? 
It is a zit on the earth. A capitalist 
warehouse full of Marines and 
M16A2 service rifles. 


A model representative of our | 


people, former North 
soldier, Kim Un Chol, summed 
up so perfectly the confidence 
of our brothers and sisters in his 
testimony: “We can win any war. 
We now have nuclear weapons. 
So you won't see any worry on 
people’s faces.” 

We await with eager hearts 
the celebrations that will ring 
in the 101st birthday of our 
Adored Father Kim II-Sung on 
April 15. Why waste time pre- 


Korean | 


By MATT PARMAN 


ebate over the use 

of drones in Paki- 

stan, Somalia and 

Yemen has been 

raging over the 
past couple of years and both 
sides tend to make well-formu- 
lated arguments. Is there a mid- 
dle ground between continuing 
our current strategy and halt- 
ing it altogether? 

It is clear that the drone cam- 
paign in Pakistan, Somalia and 
Yemen has only been a partial 
success. It seems certain that 
drone strikes in Pakistan are, 
at least to some degree, aiding 
terrorist recruiting. Strikes lead 
to local support of the Taliban, 


| Al Qaeda and other terrorist 


paring for war, when we have 


only to prepare for victory! | 


Kim Jon-Un, your reign is one 
of true benevolence. This letter 
is a thank you for your splen- 
did existence and a proclama- 
tion of my undying service. I 
will follow you until the end 
of my days, through thick and 
thin. Be it nuclear holocaust or 


sublime salvation — the hermit | 


kingdom will prevail. 


Sincerely, 
Dennis Rodman 


Miriam D’Onofrio is a_ senior 
International Studies and East Asian 
Studies double major from Roches- 
ter Hills, Mich. She is the political 
columnist for The News-Letter. 


Filibustering the imperial presidency 


n March 6, Sena- 
tor~Rand Paul of 
Kentucky took to 
the Senate floor to 
begin a filibuster of 
John Brennan’s nomination as Di- 
rector of the Central Intelligence 


Agency. He ended his filibuster ’ 


13 hours later on March 7. Fol- 
lowing the filibuster, Mr. Bren- 
nan was easily 


filibuster, rising in opposition 
to the government's flagrant 
disregard for the constitutional 
right of due process. It may sur- 
prise some, but our government 
does have a precedent of killing 
American citizens without any 
kind of legal oversight. On Sep- 
tember 30, 2011, American citi- 
zen Anwar al-Awlaki was killed 

in a_ drone 


nominated. 

But the point 
of this filibuster 
was not to stop 
Mr. Brennan’s 


The Republic of 
Letters 


strike in Ye- 
men. “GA: =1=7- 
Awlaki had 
joined al-Qae- 
da and was a 


nomination 
— he was con- 


Alex Dragone 


major public 


relations figure 


for the group, 


sidered a shoo- 
in. Instead, it 
was to draw attention to a rarely 
discussed but crucial issue fac- 
ing the American people: what 
are the limits of the president's 
power? 

Paul decided to undertake his 
filibuster after receiving a letter 
from Attorney General Eric Hold- 
er on March 4, which answered a 
question Paul had brought up in 
Mr. Brennan’s nomination hear- 
ings: whether the Obama ad- 
ministration believes that, “The 
President has the power to autho- 


~ rize lethal force, such as a drone 


strike, against a U.S. citizen on 
US. soil, and without trial.” Mr. 
Holder responded by writing: 
“As a policy matter, more- 
over, we reject the use of military 
force where well-established law 
enforcement authorities in this 
country provide the best means 
for incapacitating a terrorist 
threat. . The question you have 
posed is therefore entirely hypo- 
thetical, unlikely to occur, and 
one we hope no President will 


‘ever have to confront. It is pos- 


sible, I suppose, to imagine an — 


, 


extraordinary circumstance in ~ 


which it would be necessary and 
appropriate under the Constitu- 
tion and applicable laws of the 
United States for the President to 
authorize the military to use le- 


thal force within the territory of 


the United States.” i 
To summarize Mr. Holder 8 
answer: Yes, he can. He hasn't 


~ done it yet though, so relax. 


_ In response, Paul began his 


T% senece unt 


responsible 
for recruiting and motivation. 
However, al-Awlaki was still an 
American citizen, and as such 
was entitled to a trial under the 
due process clause of the Consti- 
tution. The government claimed 
that because al-Awlaki posed a 
wartime threat, no prior permis- 
sion from a judge was necessary 
for his killing. 

A more disturbing case took 
place two weeks later on October 
14, 2011, when al-Awlaki’s son, 
Abdulrahman al-Awlaki, a six- 
teen year old, who had no con- 
nections to terrorism, was also 
killed in a drone strike in Yemen. 
The younger al-Awlaki was also 
an American citizen, and my re- 
search has not found any official 
government statement on the 
matter. , 

Paul asked during his filibus- 
ter whether Jane Fonda could 
have been killed during the 
Vietnam War: “Some [protes- 


tors] openly were sympathetic. 


No one will ever forget Jane Fon- 
da swiveling around in North 
Vietnamese armored guns, and 
it was despicable. And it’s one 
thing if you're going to try her for 


treason, but are you just going to 


drop a drone hellfire missile on 
Jane Fonda?” He also questioned 
whether student protestors, some 
who openly sympathized with 
the Viet Cong, could have been 
killed,» 

These are fair questions. And 


on the morning of March 7, Mr. 


Holder responded with another 


letter addressing the question of 
whether the president can kill 
American non-combatants on 
American soil. He responded, 
“The answer to that question is 
no.” Paul forced our government 
to acknowledge that there are in- 
deed some limits on its war-mak- 
ing powers, and it was a victory 
for every American concerned 
with our civil liberties and pow- 
erful government. 


Since the mid-twentieth cen- 


tury, the president’s powers in 
the area of war have increased 
dramatically and  unconstitu- 
tionally. America’s entry in the 
Second World War also signaled 
the end of Congress’ authority in 
war-making, as all subsequent 
wars have been undeclared and 
have gone without a congressio- 
nal declaration of war, as man- 
dated by the Constitution. 

When President Obama _ be- 
gan military assaults on Libya in 
2011, which is by any definition a 
war, he sought permission from 
the European Union, the Arab 
League and the United Nations, 
but not the United States Con- 
gress. Even a minor restraint, the 
War Powers Resolution of 1973, 
which asks that the president 
seek congressional approval for 
military action within 60 days of 
the start of hostilities (which is 
a huge time window), has been 
consistently attacked by presi- 
dents for limiting their ability to 
wage war. 

Paul brought the legal ques- 
tions of drone warfare to the 
limelight. But he also put for- 
ward the question of the presi- 
dent’s greatly expanded powers 
and the limits upon them. Our 
republican framework is one that 
puts checks and balances on all 
branches of government. As of 
now, the executive is largely un- 
checked in his ability to bring 
us to war. The American people, 
acting through their elected rep- 
resentatives, deserve a voice in 


organizations and can be used 
for terrorist propaganda that is 
spread worldwide. 

For the U.S. to be successful 
in destroying Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban for good, we must help 
protect the citizens of Pakistan, 
Somalia and Yemen make sure 
their governments gain legiti- 
macy in the eyes of their citi- 
zens and give them the tools 
and motives to continue the 
fight on their own. Every time 
a civilian is killed in a drone 


| strike, we are failing in this 


mission. 


Anti-drone has 


sentiment 


also become increasingly com- 


mon in the U.S. Vocal op- 
ponents of drone warfare at 
home are turning the tide of 
the American public’s opinion 
on drone warfare. Their argu- 


| ments against drones seem to 


whether to send our young men - 


and women overseas. 


Alex Dragone is a freshman History 
major from Woodcliff Lake, N.J. He 


center around the killing of in- 
nocent civilians, the illegality 
of infringing on other coun- 
tries’ sovereignty, and the po- 
tential for drones to allow us to 
wage never-ending war in for- 
eign lands without any impact 
on the American public. As we 
have seen in Vietnam and Iraq, 
public support, or lack thereof, 
can be an important factor in 
how wars are fought and won. 

Taking all these criticisms 
of drone warfare into account, 
we need to decide whether we 
should continue to use drones 
at all. The argument really boils 
down to whether we should 
take an offensive approach to 
combating terrorism or a de- 
fensive approach. If we decide 
it is necessary to pursue an of- 
fensive approach in order to 
put terrorist organizations on 
the defensive and disrupt their 
activities — and it does look like 
the policy-makers in the de- 
fense community have decided 
to take this route — then drones 
are our best option. Arguing 
against drones in particular is 
difficult. Opponents of drones 
may have better luck arguing 
against an offensive approach 
in general. 

Other options include send- 
ing more Special Forces troops 
into Pakistan’s tribal regions 
to train the Pakistani tribes to 
fight Al Qaeda or to work in 
other ways to assist Pakistan 
in eradicating Al Qaeda and 
the Taliban. The first option is 
unlikely to work because the 
American people are unwilling 
to send our troops off to fight 
in a new war that could involve 
another decade of fighting. The 
second option is unlikely to 
work because it relies on the 
weak and corrupt Pakistani 
government, military and Inter- 
Services Intelligence to achieve 
victory. 

Drones are by far the best 
weapon the United States has in 
hunting and killing terrorists. 
Compared to other offensive 
options, civilians face less of a 
risk from drone strikes. 

For example, in 2004 the 
Pakistani military sent 80,000 
troops to root out Al Qaeda and 
the Taliban in Waziristan, part 


of. the Federally Administered ° 
‘Tribal Areas. This resulted in 


the displacement of millions 
of civilians and the deaths of 
around 20,000 civilians. These 
military operations did not re- 
sult in the destruction of Al Qa- 
eda orthe Taliban. | 

Civilian casualties in drone 


is a columnist for The News-Letter. | strikes since 2004 range from 


*. 


104 to 884 depending on the 
source. These casualty num- 
bers are two orders of magni- 
tude less than those incurred 
by Pakistani military action. It 
is important to note that these 
numbers are extremely difficult 
to verify because of the covert 
nature of the strikes, the way 
militants are defined and the 
way the data is collected. It is 
also important to note that the 
number of civilians killed per 
year has steadily decreased 
since 2009. 

The United States could 
change its strategy in these 
countries to avoid some of the 
serious downsides of drone 
warfare while still reaping the 
benefits of being able to put mil- 
itants on the defensive. 

First, we should reduce the 
number of strikes, increase the 
threshold of intelligence re- 
quired to strike and focus more 
on high-ranking militants. In- 
creasing the threshold of intel- 
ligence requirements has the 
dual benefit of further reducing 
civilian casualties and reduc- 
ing the number of strikes alto- 
gether. 

Additionally, we should im- 
mediately stop the policy of 
“signature strikes.” Military- 
aged men on the ground who 
appear to be exhibiting mili- 
tant behavior are sometimes 
attacked without enough sup- 
porting intelligence. These 
types of attacks carry a greater 
risk to civilians and do not dis- 
criminate between high-level 
and low-level militants. 

Finally, the U.S. government, 
especially the Obama adminis- 
tration, needs to be more trans- 
parent in general with respect 
to drone strikes. The adminis- 
tration needs to regain the pub- 
lic’s trust before the tide of pub- 
lic opinion permanently turns 
against drones. This does not 
mean the administration or the 
Department of Defense needs to 
release sensitive information; it 
means the public should know 
more about the process behind 
a drone strike and about what 
is required to get approval ,for 
strikes. 

Drone strikes cannot be the 
centerpiece of an anti-terrorism 
strategy in the Middle East. We 
have seen in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan that utilizing America’s 
superior firepower does not 
always achieve desired ends. 
We must put more pressure on 
these governments, especially 
Pakistan, to work with the U.S. 
against the Taliban and Al Qae- 
da. The CIA must transfer more 
of its focus from paramilitary 
operations back to its tradition- 
al role as an intelligence-gather- 
ing organization. 

There is some reason for 
optimism. CIA director John 
Brennan's drafting of a drone 
“playbook” gives promise that 
more restrictions and well-de- 
fined rules will be adhered to 
in the future. Also, the number 
of drone strikes has decreased 
since 2010. As the number of 
strikes in Pakistan decreases 
it will be important to look to 


- Yemen where the number of 


strikes has increased during the 
past two years along with the 
growing threat that this éoun- 
try poses to the West. 

While there are problems 
with using drones in warfare, 
this does not mean that drones 
do not have a place in Middle 
East strategy. As General Stan- 
ley McChrystal said, “The re- 
sentment created by American 
use of unmanned strikes ... is 
much greater than the average 
American appreciates. They are 
hated on a visceral level, even 
by people who've never seen 
one or seen the effects of one.” 
But McChrystal also said, “I’m 
not against drone warfare com- 
pletely. | think it’s another tool 
that modern nations have to 
have. But what we have to un- 
derstand is that every time you 
do anything in the world, there 
is a reaction to it.” 


Matt Parman is a senior Mechanical. 


Engineering major from Mountain 
View, Calif. 
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YOUR WEEKEND Apart 114 


Go get out your dancing shoes 


hen my 
friends 
suggest- 
ed we all 
go spend 
Friday night at the Lithu- 
anian Hall, I raised an 
eyebrow. 

I am all for appreciat- 
ing different cultures, but 
I didn’t know if this was 
the appropriate place to 


JHMI Shuttle and two Cir- 
culators and then walked 
It’s just more feasible to 
pay a little less than $15 
for a taxi, which we did 
For ev ery three people, 
one has to be a member 
of the Association, which 
only costs $5 at the door 
We then paid $6 each for 
the music, which would 


include a_ live 


pertor- 
liquefy mance 
my week- by The 
day blues. Make-Up 
Turns out, I hadn’t 
the month- heard 
ly event of the 
was the Aft H recently- 
most fun er Ours reformed 


I've had in 
a long time. 

The Lithuanian Hall 
Association Inc. is a cul- 
tural center, but on the 
first Friday of every 
month, they take a break 
to hold a 21+ dance party 
called “Save Your Soul”. 

They won me over with 
the energetic American 
blues, soul and gospel mu- 
sic, and the hive of light- 
footed dance partners. 

To get to there for free, 
we would have taken the 


Friday Apr. 12 


EVENTSJHUEDU 


Grouplove 
7 - 11:30 p.m. 
Rec Center 


This year’s Spring 
‘Fair concert fea- 
tures popular indie 
band, Grouplove. 
You. may know 
their songs “Co- 
lours,” “Tongue 
Tied” and “Itchin’ 
on a Photograph.” 
They’re supposed 
to be a great live 
band, so don’t miss 
the show. 


JHU Film Festival 
Various times 
Shriver Hall 


The annual Johns 
Hopkins Film Fes- 
tival begins this 
Friday as a part of 
Spring Fair week- 
end. The festival 


. narrative 


punk rock 
band before, but they 
have a Wikipedia page, so 
I didn’t object to paying 
$11 total. 

While we waited for the 
party to pick up speed, we 
entertained ourselves at 
the bar. “Save Your Soul” 
is known for many things, 
some of which are the 


Lithuanian-regional bev- 
erages. At $3 a shot, I tried 
viryta, which is criminal- 
ly delicious honey liquor. 
It was so good, I would 


COURTESY OF WWWCREATIVEALLIANCE.ORG 
The “Save Your Soul” dance party at the Lithuanian Hall is a fun alternative to frat parties. 


JHU and B’more Happenings 


features experi- 
mental shorts, 
documentaries and 
more __ traditional 
films. 
Look out for child- 
hood favorite Mary 
Poppins on Sun- 
day afternoon and 
Danny Boyle’s sci-fi 
masterpiece Sun- 


shine on Saturday 
night. 


COMMONSWIKIPEDLA.ORG 


Saturday Apr. 13 


CityLit Festival 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, 
Central Branch 


Join the Baltimore 
community and 
several award-win- 
ning authors and 
poets in promoting 
the wonders of the 
written word at the 


annual CityLit Fes- 


ne ee eee 


use it to chase down the 
taste of bad beer but of 
course the Estonian beer 


they served also made a 
good impression and re- 
quired no chaser 

I didn’t recognize much 
of the music, but the songs 
chosen by the enthusiastic 
DJs encouraged me to bust 
some moves 

[he crowd eagerly hud- 
died up to the stage when 
The Make-Up walked on 
[rue to the punk rock 
style, they rejected grace 
and technical refinement, 
instead aiming to be loud 
clashing and reckless. But 
that’s what the audience 
wanted. Not a single per- 
son stood still. 

This night out was a 
refreshing break from 
the usual Hopkins scene. 
Around Homewood, the 
only regular dance parties 
are in the basement of fra- 
ternity houses, where you 
soak in the sweat of hun- 
dreds of strangers and the 
themes around 
lust. 

“Save Your Soul” was a 
fantastic alternative: I only 


revolve 


. got the sweat of my choice, 


and | felt 
less pres- 
sure to 
take ‘part 
in a one- 
track cul- 
ture. It 
was liber- 
ating. 

ie =m 
definitely 
going 
back for 
the next 
episode 
of “Save 
25 Outlot 
Sirois lief 
which 
will be 
on May 3. 
It should 
be a good 
way to 
the last 
day 
classes. 


tival on Saturday. 
New York Times 
bestselling author 
George Saunders, 
known for his short 
stories, will high- 
light the event. 


CITYLITPROJECT.ORG 


Charm City 
Roller Girls 
Tournament 
6:30 p.m. 
Du Burns Arena 


Come see the first 
of four tourna- 
ments of Mary- 
land’s premiere all- 
female, _ flat-track 
roller derby league 
as four groups with 
super cool team 
names compete on 
the hardwood floor 


of the Du Burns — 


Arena. The first la- 
dies to challenge 
each other will be 
the Charm City All 
Stars against Bos- 
ton Massacre. 


celebrate | 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


pring Fair is that 

one weekend 

when campus ex- 

plodes in colors, 

music and happi- 
ness. 

Students and members 
of the community alike 
flock to the Gilman and 
Freshman quads to check 
out unique crafts and taste 
delicious (albeit unhealthy) 
food. 

This year’s forty-second 
annual Spring Fair has a 
Greek theme. Check out 
the laurel leaves on their 
website at jhuspringfair. 
com. 

The festivities officially 
begin Thursday night at 
8 p.m. with the Kick-Off 


| Party in Levering Court- 


yard. The event will fea- 
ture food, beer, music and 
above all, fireworks at 9 
p-m. Also check out fire 
dancing by the JHU Enter- 
tainers’ Club. 

Still haven't gotten your 
Spring Fair swag? You can 
pick some up at the Kick- 


Friday. Gilman quad fills 
up with people selling arts, 


crafts, jewelry, clothing 
and trinkets. 
The freshman quad 


turns into an outdoor food 
court. You can find treats 
like crepes, funnel cakes, 
fried oreos, smoothies, 
Thai food and crab cakes. 
It’s the perfect remedy for 
freshmen tired of the FFC 
and upperclassmen bored 
of their own cooking and 
take-out. 

Although most of you 
probably don’t have kids, 
it’s nice to see the families 
having fun in the chil- 
dren’s section. There are a 
variety of games, activities, 
and performers directed at 
the young at heart. 

It might be worthwhile 
to check: out the reptile 
show or the ZooMobile 
from the Maryland Zoo. 
You might even want to get 
your face painted.” 

For more grown-up en- 
tertainment, check out the 
Grouplove concert at 7 p.m. 
on Friday night. This indie 
band is rumored to put on 
a good live show, so don’t 


FILE PHOTO 
Get your food coma on during Spring Fair with the delicious outdoor food court on the freshman quad. 


Spring Fair. the best weekend of the year 


If you don’t have your 
tickets yet, you can buy 
them at a kiosk set up in 
Levering. 

The beer garden is an- 
other must-see attraction. 
If you're over 21, this gath- 
ering on the President's 
lawn is the place to be. It’s 
the chance to socialize and 
enjoy cheap drinks: You 
have a choice from among 
many $2 to $3 beers and 
ciders. 

The beer garden runs 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Friday, 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, and 12 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The 
garden opens on Friday 
at 2 p.m. for seniors who 
will enjoy free giveaways, 
including color-changing 
Spring Fair mugs. 

Fair go-ers can also en- 
joy a variety of live music 
performances. Check out 


ow KEY, OMIA OOF CODES. aga 
in the Beer Garden and on 


the Beach. Genres range 
from acoustic rock to ska. 
Spring Fair is the perfect 
opportunity to forget about 
your looming finals and 
enjoy the warm weather. 


of | 


Remember, this week- 
end is about fun. 


Off Party. 
The vendors arrive on 


miss your chance to see 
them right here on campus. 


bum of the year) 
and the band is 
still going strong. 
If you haven't got- 
ten your concert 
fill from Spring Fair, 
check out this show 


cult favorite begins 
as midnight. 


Sunday Apr. 14 


Alicia Keys 


JOHNSHOPKINSEDU; at Rams Head Live. 7:30 p.m. 
- ocroropes Doors open at 7. Verizon Center 
. gre Washington D.C. 
Octopodes ——— 


Spring Concert If you’re not into 
Spring Fair’s indie 
music, then you. 
can head to D.C. for 
a more mainstream 
performance.  Tal- 
ented R&B singer 
Alicia Keys arrives 


7 p.m. 
Mudd Hall 
The Octopodes are 
JHU’s oldest A Ca- 


pella group. Check 
out their Spring 


PRetticoualt 
set of jaws 


concert this Satur- BEN ERDECOM” FON: Sundayatomoet 
day night. DC on Fire” as part 
Rocky Horror —_ of her newest tour. 

Picture Show {t's just a short train 

Midnight ride away and “No 

Arellano Theater, One” should miss 

Levering this show. (Don't 


sf 6 


worry, you'll be 


After spending 
Spring Fair outside 
with your friends, 
head over to Arel- 
lano theatre for a 
fun night of red lip- 
‘stick, racy fishnets | 
and musical com- 
edy. That means it’s 
time for another: 
Rocky Horror Pic 
ture Show!. The 
performance and 
screening or this 


back in time to get 
ready for school on 
Monday.) | 


RAMSHEADLIVE.COM 


Crack the Sky 
8 oes 
Rams Head Live 


Crack the Sky’s first 
album came out 
in 1975 (as Rollin 
Stone’s Debut Al- 


_ COMMONSWIKIPEDIA.ORG 
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Audiences enjoy attending the tale of Sweeney 


Sweeney Todd tells story of depravity and corruption set in a dreary landscape of 19th century London 


“A lot of bands are about 
bringing people together. 
We're about pulling them 
apart.” 

John Flansburgh was 
joking, of course, because 
together with John Linnell, 
They Might Be Giants have 
created nothing if not a 
unified community of fans. 
And after more than thirty 
years, the fans knew what 
to expect from a TMBG 
concert: a lot of music, ab- 
surd humor and sock pup- 
pets. 

At their Apr. 6 concert at 
Rams Head Live, the band 
opened with the energetic 
“You're on Fire” from their 
new album, Nanobots, but 
they soon 
moved 
on to play 


Os Ee! 1 


older  fa- 


Last Week Live 
They Might Be Giants 


location in the city is “quar- 
antined in a pocket of adult 
entertainment stores.” 

Of the Ram’s Head Live! 
venue, Linnell said it gives 
off “a future science fiction 
courtroom vibe” with the 
multiple tiers of standing 
space. 

Given a repertoire of 
songs that often seem non- 
sensical, it would have 
been strange if this concert 
was just like any other. The 
Johns delivered the weird- 
ness, though, by invoking 
some quirky concert tradi- 
tions. About a third of the 
way the show, 
they split the audience in 
half, giving each side the 
task of 
shouting 
either 
“people” 
or “apes” 


through 


vorites. when 
[IMBG’s prompt- 
musical ed. Later, 


and lyrical style has re- 
mained so consistent over 
the years that the new 
songs flowed seamlessly 
with those from their other 
fifteen albums. 

Often senseless at first 
listen, many songs tackle 
serious topics set to upbeat, 
catchy music, like “Circu- 
lar Karate Chop,” a song 
about bullying from the 
new album, or the popular 
“Birdhouse in Your Soul.” 
Others such as the new 
“Tesla” and classic “Mam- 
mal” are more specific. 

The audience loved all of 
them, and the the energy in 
the room didn’t wane until 
the two encores were over. 
The crowd spanned a range 
of ages — not surprising 
considering the time TMBG 
has been around — but 
Flansburgh cheekily com- 
mented on the typical fan: 
“How many people can 
have glasses and beards at 
the same time?” 

The Johns’ comedic ban- 
ter between songs, along 
with elements like a pro- 
jector screen with a camera 
on the audience, kept the 
crowd engaged through- 
out the night. 

Early in the show, they 
talked about Baltimore, 
saying that they don't 
know much about this city 
apart from The Wire. Flans- 
burgh said that their hotel 


they played a game where 
Linnell shined a flashlight 
on audience members and 


Flansburgh gave them 
random nicknames like 
“Dianasaurus Ross” ard 


“Nutello.” 

A highlight for the audi- 
ence was definitely the ap- 
pearance of the Johns’ alter 
ego sock puppets, The Ava- 
tars of They, who chatted, 
sang songs and conversed 
with a cutout of. the Su- 
preme Court of the United 
States. 

Even the opening band 
matched the eccentricity 
of TMBG. Moon Hooch, 
discovered on a subway 
platform last year, is com- 
prised of two saxophone 
players and a drummer. 
The audience was a bit hes- 
itant at the nearly-lyricless 
sound, but they eventually 
embraced its uniqueness. 

The crowd clearly came 
not just for high-quality, 
entertaining music but 
for the experience of be- 
ing at a They Might Be Gi- 
ants concert, and the band 
never forgot this. At one 
point, Flansburgh went to 
the front of the stage, and 
where another musician 
might have reached out to 
high five the fans, he bent 
down and let an audience 
member play his guitar. 


- Melanie Levine 


By FLORENCE LAU 
\rts & Entertainment Editor 


Sweeney Todd: The De 
Barber of Fleet Street 
enthusiastic 


mon 
opened to 
audiences this past Friday 
Theatre. The 
Barnstormers had to turn 


at Swirnow 


people away at the door 
during the performances 
and Saturday 
nights, as both 
ended up being sold out 
a while before the show 
even started. 

Sweeney 


on Friday 


shows 


Todd, a 1979 
musical by famed theatre 
composer Stephen Sond- 
heim, tells the story of 
Benjamin Barker (Ryan 
Blake), who was _ falsely 
imprisoned by a corrupt 
judge (Jeremy Dolinko). 
When he returns to Lon- 
don after fifteen years 
under the name Sweeney 
Todd, he out 
wife committed suicide 
after the judge raped her, 
and his anger leads him 
to swear revenge not only 
on the judge, but on the 
whole world. Along with 
a piemaker named Mrs. 
Lovett (sophomore Kath- 
leen Lewis), he opens a 
barbershop and slits cus- 
tomers’ throats and uses 
their bodies in pies. 
Further complicating 
the plot is the fact that 
Sweeney's friend, An- 
thony (graduate student 
Allen Cheng) falls in love 
at first sight with Swee- 
ney’s teenaged daugh- 
ter, Johanna (freshman 
Elizabeth Sylvester), who 
has become a ward of the 
judge since her mother 


finds his 


died and her father was 
transported. Anthony 
plots to get Johanna away 
from the judge, and this 
ends up complicating 
Sweeney's plans to get 
revenge on the man who 
ruined his life. 

Overall, this show was 
extremely well-cast. Even 
at the level of the ensem- 
ble, it was clear that each 
individual performer 
clearly understood their 
character and the show 
very well. From the first 


various 
members ap- 
pear on stage with only 
a latern and tell the audi- 
ence to “attend the tale of 
Sweeney Todd,” the show 
gave audience chills not 
only because of the gory 
and twisted tale it tells, 
but also because of its poi- 
gnant commentary on the 
depravity and immorality 
of society. 

Sophomore Ryan Blake 
was haunting as the shad- 
owy Sweeney Todd. He 
proved that he was able 
to carry a show with his 
powerful voice and omni- 
ous presence. Although 
Sweeney was a killer, Blake 
was able to make the audi- 
ence empathize with him, 
which is quite a difficult 
task. 

However, the person 
who truly stole the show 
was Lewis in the lead 
role of Mrs. Lovett. Not 
only did she manage to 
use a Cockney accent and 
maintain it throughout 
the entire show, which 
helped to definitely set 
Sweeney Todd in 19th cen- 
tury London, she was also 


moment when 


ensemble 


Modern Dance presents a wide array of routines 


By HANNAH DECATUR 
Staff Writer 


On Saturday, the. cur- 
tains of Shriver Hall un- 
veiled the 32nd annual 
JHU Modern Dance Spring 
Concert. 

Prior to the show, the 
company’s artistic direc- 
tor, Marilyn Byers, met 
some audience members 
who had never attended a 
modern dance production 
before. To these fresh faces, 
she related modern dance 
to the peeling back of an 
onion’s layers. 

Modern dance is an 
American style and repre- 
sents the different layers of 
American society. 

The company’s goal is to 
reach new audiences. 

In response to the show, 
junior, Victor Allard, said 
of his first experience, 
“What I found most strik- 
ing was how difficult it 
is to convey emotions 
through dance, as op- 
posed to other convention- 
al media, such as writing, 
painting, cinematography 

or music. I think it’s cool 
because then everyone 
takes something different 
away from it.” 

The group opened with 
a rendition of “Oh, Mary” 
in the style of Alvin Ai- 
ley, a renowned African 
American choreographer. 
The dancers delivered a 
poignant piece, incorpo- 
rating the song’s emotion 
into their facial expres- 
sions and their dancing. 

The song choice, as well 
as the white dresses, gave 


the performance religious 
undertones. 

The music of Aural 
Play inspired the group’s 
next performance, “Vi- 
rus.” 

This was a piece of tre- 
mendous skill, requiring 
the dancers to move like 
robots, while a light show 
of green symbols played 
out on the background 
screen, bouncing off the 
green symbols on _ their 
black bodysuits. 

Senior, Carly Jacobs, 
choreographed “And Sud- 
denly It is Evening” based 
on the music of Eupipha- 
ny. ‘ 

The music — composed 
by her older brother, Clark 


Jacobs this 
piece. 

As a senior, it was an 
honor for Carly to get the 
opportunity to choreo- 


graph a number for her last 


— inspired 


show. She worked on this , 


dance throughout the year, 
beginning in the Fall se- 
mester and fine-tuning the 
details with her director in 
the Spring. 

“Avenging Angels” was 
a haunting piece based on 
the movie, “Crow.” 

The red glow of the 
background scene, cou- 
pled with the dancers’ 
flowing black dresses, 
created a stirring perfor- 
mance. 

‘At certain moments, 


GEORGINA EDIONSERI/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
The performers did a fantastic job of conveying the emotion of the pieces of music through their movements. 


the dancers seemed to 
take on the resemblance 
of crows, quickly flutter- 
ing their hands and skill- 
fully moving their arms 
like wings. 

Margaret Hurwitz, a 
JHU 2003 graduate, cho- 
reographed two numbers, 
“Intermezzo” and “Down 
by the River.” 

The latter number is 
based on the death of her 
grandfather and deals with 
the different ways to cope 
with grief. She was excited 
to be back on the Shriver 
stage for her 10th reunion 
with the JHU Modern 
Dance Company. 

Another interesting 

See DANCE, Pace B4 


GEORGINA EDIONSERI/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Sweeney Todd (Ryan Blake) fondly contemplates the blades that he eventually uses to kill his customers. 


the most believable per- 
son in the cast. 

She flirted, prodded, in- 
spired and frustrated Swee- 
ney from beginning to end, 
and audiences were also 
able to invest in her charac- 
ter despite her morbid idea 
to bake dead bodies into 
meat pies. The audience 
couldn't help but admire 
her tenacity and ambition 
to get ahead in life by what- 
ever means necessary. 

Cheng and_ Sylvester 
were also impressive in 
their respestive secondary 
roles. Cheng was charming 
and the audience couldn't 
help but root for him in 
his quest to first win, Jo- 
hanna’s heart and then to 
rescue her from the judge's 
iron grasp. In a role that 
could come off as creepy, 
he managed to make it ro- 
mantic and tender. 

Sylvester wowed audi- 
ences with the range of her 
vocal abilities, specifically 
her soprano register. She 
embodied the sweet, in- 
nocent nature of Johanna 
from the first moment she 
appeared on stage. 

Although this is a sto- 


ry involving death and 
destruction, there were 
several comedic mo- 
ments throughout, mostly 


from the Beadle (junior — 


Pat Hampton). Who can 
forget his hilarious duet 
with Mrs. Lovett and her 
desperate attempts to get 
him to leave before he 
searches her cellar and 
finds all the dead body 
parts stored there? 

This show would not 
have been as successful as 
it was without the talents 
of juniors Haley Veldt as 
the Beggar Woman and 
Victoria Schroeter as Ad- 
olfo Pirelli. The former 
especially becomes avery 
important character, and 
Veldt ‘s performance was 
convincing and creepy. 

Schroeter cut a dash- 
ing figure as the dasdardly 
Adolfo, who schemed to 
blackmail Sweeney (as he 
figured out Sweeney’s true 
identity) until Sweeney got 
the upper hand and slit his 
throat instead. Her perfor- 
mance made everyone for- 
get that she was not actu- 
ally a man in real life. 

SeE SWEENEY, Pace B5 


iiquus embrotls audience 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 


| Staff Writer 


You may know Equus as 
that play with Daniel Rad- 
cliffe’s nude scene. 

It’s true that the Harry 
Potter star’s nakedness 
created a lot of hype back 
in 2008 when Equus was 
on Broadway, but Peter 
Shaffer’s play doesn’t 
need that kind of sen- 
sational advertising to 
prove its worth. 

Last weekend, Equus 
opened at the Audrey Her- 
man Spotlighters Theatre. 
It’s not thé first time the 
show has been in Baltimore. 
In fact, there were a number 
of productions in the 70s, as 
well as last month’s revival 
at the Annex Theater. 

Equus is the story of a 
disturbed seventeen-year- 
old boy named Alan Strang 
(Thomas Bowers). Alan has 
been institutionalized af- 
ter blinding six horses and 
is treated by experienced 
psychiatrist Martin Dysart 
(Phil Gallagher). 

Through many pains- 
taking sessions, Dysart 


works to uncover the | 


meaning behind the boy’s 
violent act. As he begins 
to untangle Alan’s_bi- 
zarre religious and sexual 
fascination with horses, 
Dysart also deals with his 
own existential mid-life 
crisis. 
Psychiatrist and patient 
bring shocking secrets to 
the surface, and in the pro- 


in psychological thriller 


cess, they explore worship, 
sacrifice and the definition 
of sanity. 

Equus is a dark, intense 
play, with disconcerting 
moments of vulnerability 
and nakedness. 

Seen in the Spotlighters’ 
theater in the round, the 
characters appear especial- 
ly exposed. Their demons 
are examined from all an- 
gles as they stand stranded 
on the small stage. 

Shaffer's play calls for 
a bare set design; besides 
the people, there is noth- 
ing on stage but three plain 
benches. (On Broadway, it 
was boxes, but the benches 
work just fine.) The the- 
atre is stark except for the 
six metal horse heads that 
hang around the edges of 
the room. These physical 
objects don’t ground the 
play in safe reality; instead, 
they create an atmosphere 
of dream-like anticipation. 
And the horse heads look 
just real enough to be ex- 
tremely spooky. 

Without any scenery or 
background details to dif- 
fuse the pressure on stage, 
all the focus is on the ac- 
tors. So it’s a good thing 


the Spotlighters’ cast rises 


to the occasion. 


The entire ensemble is 
impressive, but the two 
leads are especially com- 
Alan 
alternates from  desper- 
ate defensive actions to 
He 


pelling. Bowers’ 


aggressive attacks. 
See EQUUS, Pace B4 
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goes un- 

plugged 
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AOL Ava 6 
Chugged. 

It’s a Sunday afternoon. 
You're with your friends, 
sipping on some cold Blue 
Moon while watching your 
new favorite band. A few 
beers later, you're dancing 
your happy little heart out 
to some great music with 
a couple hundred smiling 
faces. 

Are you thinking about 
papers or midterms? Abso- 
lutely not. 

Are you having a great 
time? Obviously. 

Where are The 
Spring Fair Beer Garden. 

This Sunday, WJHU 
presents “Atlas Chugged,” 
a curated concert in the 
beer garden featuring 
live music from noon un- 
til 5:00 


you? 


years, collaborating with 
members of Thievery Cor- 
poration and Thunderball 
and distributing a number 
of successful acts through 
their Fort Knox 
ings record 
will be on from 
p.m. 

Two of the bands are 
New York City based — 
from Brooklyn, to be exact. 


Record- 
label. They 
2:30 to 3:30 


Honduras, which 
will open the beer gar- 
den from 12:30 to 1:30, 


is a hard hitting garage 
rock outfit, while Field 
Mouse, which will close 
the show, crafts sparkling 
folk rock that will have 
you spinning in lazy, 
drunken circles. 

And if you still aren't 
convinced that going to 
Atlas Chugged is the right 
way to spend your Spring 
Fair Sunday, check out 
these ten reasons why you 
might miss At- 


p.m in Randell las Chugged 
the Presi- and why 
dent’s , they’re lame): 
Garden. On Deck With th You're 
Betty studying or 
is’ iree, writing a pa- 
and — the per. 

lineup This is 
features Spring Fair, 
Hon - which we can 
dorus, all agree is 
Dvexart the greatest 
Scene, weekend of 
Fort Knox Five and Field _ the school year. 

Mouse. ~ If you’re not enjoying 


Deaf Scene hails from 
our very own Baltimore; 
and will fill the beer gar- 
den with good vibes and 
chill riffs. 

Their instrumental 
rock (think Explosions 
in the Sky) is the perfect 
match for a warm spring 
day. Deaf Scene will be 
playing from 1:30 to 2:30 
p-m. 

Fort Knox Five, the in- 
famous DC DJ crew, will 
be spinning eclectic beats 
originating from across the 
world, with layers of funk, 
reggae and electronica. 

FK5 has been in the 
game for over twenty 


it properly by listening to 
live music with a beer in 
your hand, then you need 
to take a serious look at 
your life and reexamine 
your priorities. 

2. You don’t like beer. 

Seriously, how did you 
make it this far? 

Beer is great, and what 
better place to expand 
your limited tastes of the 
wonderful world- of beer 
than at a beer garden? 

3. You aren't 21. 

Well, this is a pretty le- 
gitimate reason, but try 
your best to age a few years 
before Sunday. 

4. You're too busy sam- 


THI 
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Atlas Chugged presents bands al beer garden Modern Dance pieces 


COURTESY OF WWW.DEAFSCENE.BANDCAMP.COM 
Deaf Scene is one of the bands that will be performing at the beer garden. 


pling the food vendors. 

This presents no dilem- 
ma at all. 

The only thing better 
than music and beer is mu- 
sic, beer and fried food, so 
hit up the venders between 
acts. 

5. You are too hungover 


from the night before. 


If you have yet to be in- 
formed, beer and live mu- 
sic combined is a fantastic 
hangover cure. 

Don’t believe us? 

Test it out yourself at 
the beer garden on Sun- 
day. 

6. You don’t like alterna- 
tive rock. 

You're in luck, because 
Atlas Chugged is featur- 
ing four very different 
bands, with jams ranging 
from instrumental and 
folk to garage and elec- 
tronic. — 

Also, don’t let genre 
fool you into forming pre- 
conceived notions; decide 
for yourself at the beer 
garden. 

7. You're asleep. 

Wake up. This isn’t class. 
If you're really that tired, 
come to Atlas Chugged 


and sleep amongst friends, 
beer and good vibes. 

[tll be the best nap of 
your life. 

8. You're gluten-free. 

That sucks, but it’s no 
excuse to miss the beer 
garden. 

It’s free entry, 
come for the tunes. 

9. Beer gardens aren't 


so just 


your scene. 


Slap that pretentious 
anti-fun notion out of your 
head immediately. An- 
thropologists claim that 
the development of beer 
has increased mankind’s 
sociability and _ overall 
chances of surviving in 
this harsh world. It’s an- 
thropologically proven | 
— beer gardens are every- 
body’s scene. | 

10. You get lost on the way | 
there. | 

If you're not a complete 
idiot, you're likely too | 
drunk to function. Either | 
way, it’s probably best that | 
you don’t come. 

Don’t be lame. 

Come to Atlas Chugged 
this Sunday from noon to | 
5:00 p.m. in the President's | 
Garden. 
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exhibit great emotion 


DANCE, From B3 
piece was “Tom O’Bedlam,” 
which followed the 14th 
century story of infirmary 
patients who were release od 
from a mental hospital and 
then forced to beg for food. 
With clothes, 
rumpled and dirt- 
smeared faces, they sang 
and danced for their meals, 
banging bowls on the 
ground in perfect rhythm 


haggard 
hair 


with the music. 

The goal of this piece 
was to force the audience 
to consider the plight of 
the poor and whether or 
not we have reached a bet- 
“humanity” in 
Interest- 


ter sense of 
the 21st century. 
ingly, this piece featured 
the first appearance of a 
male dancer — Seth Pitts 
— who reappeared again 
in the final number. “Tom 
O’Bedlam” was nominat- 
ed in a Greater Washing- 
ton choreographer show- 
case. 

Lindsay Hawkins cho- 
reographed the second to 
last piece, “Journey.” Lind- 
say works at the Modern 
American Dance Company 
in St. Louis, MO and taught 
Carly Jacobs dance in high 
school. As a result of a do- 
nation by Don and Debbie 


Jacobs, Lindsay was able to 
fly down to Baltimore and 
work on this piece with the 
JHU Modern Dance Com- 
pany. 

The final piece, “Tossing 
and Turning,” was a crowd 
favorite last year. This year, 
the audience was equally 
doubled over in laughter 
as the dancers bashed one 
another with pillows ina , 
seeming fit of insomnia. 
This performance looked 
challenging because it re- 
quired its performers to 
dance in a natural way, 
while carrying people on 
their backs or slumped 
over their shoulders. 

Overall, the show was 
highly entertaining, and 
the dancing was absolute- 
ly phenomenal. After the 
show, senior Yashar Afkari 
commented on the diver- 
sity of the music and how 
the performances were 
“visually captivating.” If 
you haven't seen a modern 
dance production before, 
you should check this out. 

Each piece is unique be- 
cause what follows it is al- 
ways startlingly different 
from what precedes it. The 
dancers put a lot of hard 
work into the show and it 
certainly shows! 


GEORGINA EDIONSERI/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
| Modern Dance put together dances that ranged in theme and content. 


Spotlighters present an 
intimate look at kquus 


EQUUS, From B4 
perfectly captures the ex- 
citement, confusion and 
awkwardness that come 
with being a teenager. Gal- 
lagher plays a dynamic 
Dysart, a man who is car- 
ing and invested in his pa- 
tient, but caught up in his 
own feelings of discontent. 
Gallagher is unafraid to ex- 
pose his character's selfish- 
ness and contradictions. 

Another stand-out per- 
former is Kathyrn Falcone as 
Dora Strang, Alan’s mother. 
She delivers an excellent 
monologue on parenthood 
which brings up the issue of 
nature versus nurture. 

In this heart-breaking 
scene, Mrs. Strang con- 
fronts Dysart and denies 
responsibility for her son’s 
pathology. She asserts that 
Alan made himself the 
way he is. After her com- 
pelling performance, you 
have to admit that she’s 
mostly right. It’s clear Alan 
grew up in a tense home 
with parents at odds over 
sex and religion, but lots 
of people have a less than 
perfect upbringing, and 
most of them don’t blind 
horses. 

Alan’s problems can’t be 
pinned down easily, with 
a simple “it’s the mother’s 
fault” diagnosis. Their 
roots lie in the boy’s own 
idiosyncrasies as well as 
his conflicts with modern 
society. 

But one of the most fas- 
cinating elements of Equus 
is Dysart’s nagging feeling 
that Alan’s horse-centered 
religion might be good for 
him. As Dysart contem- 
plates whether or not he 
should even try to cure 
Alan, he compares his own 
situation to the boy’s: 

“| sit looking at pages of 


centaurs trampling the soil 
of Argos — and outside 
my window he is trying to 
become one in a Hampshire 
field! I watch that woman 
knitting, night after night 
—a woman | haven't kissed 
in six years — and he 
stands in the dark for an 
hour, sucking the sweat off 
his God’s hairy cheek! 

Then in the morning, 
I put away my books on 
the cultural shelf, close up 
the kodachrome snaps of 
Mount Olympus, touch my 
reproduction statue of Dio- 
nysus for luck and go off to 
hospital to treat him for in- 
sanity. Do you see?” 

Dysart is actually jeal- 
ous of Alan’s passionate 
experience of worship. 

But as his colleague, 
Hester (Karina Ferry), 
points out, Alan is in pain. 
Fixing the boy will sacrifice 
his individuality to what 


Dysart calls the god of the | 


“Normal,” but it’s neces- 
sary to get rid of some of 
Alan’s highs in order to 
purge the destructive lows. 

Equus, in all its strange 
intensity, seems right at 
home at the Spotlighters 
Theatre. In this small, un- 
derstated production, the 
audience interacts  inti- 
mately with the play. Along 
with the characters, specta- 
tors are forced to confront 
religion, conformity and 
the purpose of psychiatry. 
~ While you _ probably 
won't leave the theatre be- 
lieving that Alan Strang’s 
extreme state is preferable, 
you may wonder just a bit 
about what it means to be 
sane and _ sacrifice your 
Dionysian self for the “Nor- 

mal.” P 

Equus is at the Audrey 


‘Herman Spotlighters The- 


atre through May 5. 


yler Perry's 

Temptation: Con- 

fessions of a Mar- 

riage Counselor 

tells a story of a 

woman who lets curiosity 

and a desire for lust get the 

better of her, and suffers 

lifelong consequences be- 
cause of it. 

A scandalous plot with 

much potential proved dis- 


Judith into his world of sex, 
drugs and money. 

. Their affair eventually 
spirals out of control, and 
Judith realizes too late 
that Harley is not the man 
she thought he was. She 
does not want to spend 
the rest of her life paying 
for just one slip of judg- 
ment, by choosing lust 
over love. 


appointing and failed to The plot carried poten- 
earn ex- tial, but 
it t S{ - 
creme Allison Rubenstein i: 
anuydat . below par 
ence. ee Columnist = acting 
Judit and un- 
(Jurnee necessary 
Smollett-Bell) has only scenes that served no other 


ever been with one man — 
her husband, Brice (Lance 
Gross). 

She is the daughter 
of a priest who does not 
believe in 
sex before 
marriage, 
and she is 
caught off 
guard when 
the hot; sin- 
gle billion- 


purpose but to bring big 
names to the screen, most 
notably the featuring of 
Vanessa Williams and Kim 
Kardashian. Vanessa Wil- 


shame that her role in this 
movie as Judith’s boss was 
poorly written and: insig- 
nificant. 

As for Kim Kardashian, 
not to shock you, but it 
turns out that she cannot 
act. I am convinced that 
Kris Jenner, the infamous 
“momager” of the Kar- 
dashian Empire, wanted 
this movie to serve as evi- 
dence that Keeping Up With 
the Kardashians is, in fact, 
reality TV. 

She presumably used 
Kim’s genuine inability to 
act to prove that the show 
could not possibly be 
scripted. 

The beginning of the 
movie is presented as a 
flashback of a marriage 
counselor. 

The counselor is telling 
Judith’s cautionary tale to 


‘Tyler Perry’s Temptation does not tempt audiences 


of the story (or at least 
the one conveyed to the 
patient) is to work on any 
existing marriage prob- 
lems rather than try to 
find what you are miss- 
ing elsewhere by cheat- 
ing. 

The story of Judith ter- 
rifies the patient and she 
insists she will never see 
her new lover again and 
will from now on remain 
faithful to her husband. 

This abrupt conclusion 
seemed extremely myo- 
pic and a much too simple 
generalization of all situa- 
tions in which one spouse 
is unsatisfied by his or her 
marriage. 

The movie actually 
provided some other im- 
portant lessons that were 
unique and interesting. 

However, wrapping up 
with a ran- 
dom woman 
who comes 
to her sens- 
es after an 
affair and 
heads home 
to her hus- 


aire, Har- 
, , band took 
ley (Robbie away from 
Jones), comes these few 
to ines work- positive ele- 
place. ments of the 
Harley is movie 
looking to You defi- 
iets and nitely should 
akes an not waste 
interest in » ten dol- 
her. | ‘ i 

? lars seeing 
; eee Temptation: 
in a a Confessions 
quic y 8 | of a Marriage 
Pet ge Counselor in 
dg Kes theaters. If 
pene you are real- 
e - ly bored one 
male atten- COURTESY OF WWW.SCREENCRUSH.COM night and 
tion at work Alter being denied her own Hollywood star, kim Kardashian tries to. showcase [3 acting abilities in this film. it ; happens 
magnifies to be on TV, 


Judith’s feeling that Brice 

is ignoring her at home. 
After getting to know 

each other, Harley seduces 


liams is an actress. 

Having been nomi- 
nated for Grammy, Emmy 
and Tony Awards, it is a 


her patient who is having give ita shot. 
an affair, in an effort to 


warn her to stop. 


Essentially, the moral 


If nothing else, Kim 
Kardashian's | “acting” is 


_ guaranteed to entertain. 


{a> 
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ARTIST 


The Band 
Perry 


ALBUM 


~ Pioneer 


LABEL 


Republic Nashville 


RELEASED 


April 2, 2013 


On April 2, country mu- 
sic trio, The Band Perry, 
released its sophomore al- 
bum entitled “Pioneer.” 

Band members and sib- 
lings, Kimberly, Reid and 
Neil Perry . 
with their 
2010 = de- 
but, _ self- 
titled al- 
bum. They 
shot to 
super star- 
dom with 
hit singles 
such as 
Vi Ee Die 
Young.” 

Three 
years later, 
the trio 
has succeeded in avoiding 
the fate that some artists 
fall victim to. They have 
released a sophomore al- 
bum that is in every way 
as dynamic as attention- 
grabbing as their first, if 
not more so. 

Led by Kimberly’s pow- 
erful vocals, “Pioneer” is 
a diverse compilation of 
emotional ballads, celebra- 
tory country-pop  cross- 
overs, and gritty, purely 
country anthems. There 
is something to excite the 
musical palette of any lis- 
tener, whether a die-hard 
country groupie or a new- 
comer to the genre. 

The title track is a re- 
freshingly honest and pre- 
sumably autobiographical 
story of knowing what 
one’s dream is but not 
knowing how exactly to 
get there. Assisted by deli- 
cate harmonies and _folk- 
like undertone, “Pioneer” 
is highly relatable to young 
audiences who might not 
know where life will take 
them. 

Similarly, “Mother Like 
Mine” is beautiful in its 
own right. Just as blue- 
grass singer, Alison Krauss 
sweetly honored her fam- 
ily by singing “Simple 
Love// The Band Perry 
makes a calm and compli- 
mentary tribute to a strong 
mother whose mere pres- 
ences has the power to 


rose to fame 


NEW 
VIBRATIONS 


make the world a better 
place. “Mother Like Mine” 
is unpolluted by messy in- 
strumentation and allows 
Kimberly's delicate lyrics 
to shine through. : 

At other times, the al- 
bum strays from this softer 
tone, and both turns up the 
volume and quickens the 
beat. 

The chart-topping  sin- 
gle, “Better Dig Two” does 
just this. 

Here, the band fiercely 
sings of a heart broken 
by “loving one man just a 
little too much.” The song 
borders on rock, but al- 
Ways returns to its banjo- 
driven root. 

After this comes the 
next single, “Done.” Un- 
like “Be- 
fore He 
Cheats,” 
Carrie 
Under- 
wood’s 
violent 
ballad of 
revenge 
toward an 
unfaithful 
boyfriend, 
AOS 
describes 
the narra- 
tor’s resolution of being 
finished with a relation- 
ship and confidently and 
maturely walking away 
instead of carving up the 
man’s car with her keys. 

There are more other, 
more positive and energet- 
ic tunes on the album, such 
as “Night Gone Wasted,” 
a swinging country song 
that celebrates the band’s 
youthful energy. 

There is also “I’m a 
Keeper,” an addictive and 
empowering story of con- 
fidence and dreams of the 
future. 

It’s catchy chorus hooks 
the listener, who cannot 
help but dance and sing 
along to the extremely well 
written lyrics. 

‘ There is not one song 
on “Pioneer” that fails 
to impress. It will surely 
sell millions of copies on 
iTunes. 

Even though its profes- 
sionally recorded songs on 
“Pioneer” are stellar, The 
Band Perry;must perform 
an even better live ver- 
sion of them. The varied, 
complex, and energetic in- 
strumentation combined 
with the harmonious and 
powerful lyrics will surely 
keep any crowd on its feet. 

For more information, 
visit http://www.thebandper- 
rycentral.com/. 


- Alli Greco 


Sweeney Todd sells out to 
-an enthusiastic audience 


SWEENEY, From B3 

Not only were the ac- 
tors superb, but the set de- 
sign was amazing as well, 
consisting of stairs, “cel- 
lar” doors, and of course, 
a chair and slide by which 
Sweeney could send his 
unfortunate victims down 
to the oven below. The rela- 
tive complexity of the set 
contributed to the realistic 
atmosphere that the show 
perpetuated. 

The main complaint 
that many people had 
about the show was the 
imbalance between sing- 
ing and accompaniment 
throughout the show. For 
most of the performance, 
the amps on the instru- 
ments were turned up 
much too loud, drowning 
out a lot of the dialogue 
and songs and leading to 
confusion about what was 
going on in certain parts 


_ of the show. 


However, despite this 


technical issue, the show 


was an enjoyable way to 
spend several hours at the 


iy 


theatre away from school- 
work. 

Through this powerful 
performance, audiences 
were prompted to think 
about struggle, obsession 
and the grey morality of 
revenge. The fact that the 
actors were able to make 
these themes and issues 
clear speak to their talent 
at portraying this world 
in which Sweeney lived. 
By bringing 19th century 
London to life in Swirnow 
Theatre, questions which 
were relevant back then 
and are still relevant today 
resonated through the rela- 
tively tiny space. : 

Effective artists force 
their audience members to 
think, and the cast of Swee- 
ney Todd achieved exactly 


this, proving once again that _ 


the Barnstormers are talent- 
ed in the art of stagecraft. 

Sweeney Todd will have 
additional performances 
on Friday April 12 and Sat- 
urday April 13 at 8 p.m. as 
well as on Sunday April 14 
at 3 p.m. 


Ve 
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Famed Chicago critic Roger Ebert dies at 70 


Ebert will be sorely missed aller a long, prosperous career 


By ANDREW 


CAPPUCCINO 
Staff Writer 
Film criticism’s most 


poignant voice, Clhiicago 
Sun-Times film critic Roger 
Ebert, has passed away. He 
had been battling various 
cancers of the throat for 
some time. 

After multiple surger- 
ies to remove the cancer, 
he survived, but he lost his 
ability to speak. 

After years of “Siskel & 
Ebert At the Movies” and 
then “Ebert & Roeper At 
the Movies,” Roger Ebert 
could not speak. 

But through his 
umns and his online jour- 
nal, he maintained his 
voice. 

On April 2nd, Ebert 
posted on his online jour- 
nal that he was taking “a 
leave of presence.” 

After his most prolific 
year of writing, Ebert 
was finally going to settle 
down and ease his work- 
load. 

“What in the world 
is a leave of presence? 
It means I am not going 
away. My intent is to con- 
tinue to write selected 
reviews but to leave the 
rest to a talented team of 
writers handpicked and 
greatly admired by me. 
What’s more, Ill be able at 
last to do what I’ve always 
fantasized about doing: 
reviewing only the mov- 
ies I want to review,” he 
said. 

He described all the 
great things he had 
planned for his website, 
the continuation of his 
film festival Ebertfest, a 
documentary about his 
life by Martin 
and sadly, a resurgence of 
cancer. 

Not even this could ex- 
tinguish his gusto for film, 
his life and his work. He 
often felt that his life and 
his work were one and the 
same. 

With a little bit more 
news, he ended his reflec- 
tion on a simple note. 

“So on this day of reflec- 
tion I say again, thank you 
for going on this journey 
with me. I’ll see you at the 
movies,” he said. 

Two days later, on April 
Ath, he died. ° 

According to his wife, 


col- 


Scorsese 


Chaz, they were about to 
return home for hospice 
care when Roger looked 
at her, smiled and passed 
away. 

“(There was] no pain, 
no struggle, just a quiet, 
dignified transition,” she 
said. 

Forty-six years ago and 
almost éxactly to the day, 
Roger Ebert started do- 
ing film criticism for the 
Chicago Sun-Times, a small 
Chicago newspaper. 

A little less than ten 
years later, Ebert broke 
ground for film and aspir- 
ing film critics and won 
the 1975 Pulitzer Prize for 
Criticism. ° 

He was the first film 
critic to do so. 

It was no surprise that 
he won. 

His narrative voice ex- 
uded his love and passion 
for film. When describing 
Rob Reiner’s 1994 film, 
North, Ebert could not con- 
tain his disdain for the 
movie. 

“T hated this movie. 
Hated hated hated hated 
hated this movie. Hated 
it. Hated every simpering 
stupid vacant audience- 
insulting moment of it. 


Hated the sensibility that 
thought anyone would 
like it. Hated the implied 
insult. to the audience 
by its belief that anyone 
would be entertained by 
it,” he said. 

Even when he disagreed 
with a majority opinion on 
such films as Fight Club, 
the Usual Suspects, Speed 2: 
Cruise Control, he always 
defended his opinion and 


made reasonable argu- 
ments. 
Ebert especially en- 


joyed writing longer es- 
says about great movies 
after he became a little 
bored with his.standard 
criticism. 

His Great Movies series 
of essays has been printed 
in three books. 

He had also published 
a book about Martin 
Scorsese, collections of 
his four star ratings, col- 
lections of his most hated 
movies, some fiction, as 
well as a memoir entitled 
Life Itself. 

He had a sharp wit and 
a sharp mind. 

After seeing a poorly 
edited version of Vincent 
Gallo’s The Brown Bunny 
and getting involved in a 


COURTESY OF JIM FRUCHTERMAN VIA FLICKR 
Roger Ebert was very active during his career and even participated in a TED Talk in 2011 with his wife. 


war of words with him, Eb- 
ert replied to one of Gallo’s 
attacks with the comment 
that watching a video of 
his colonoscopy was more 
entertaining than The 
Brown Bunny. 

When Rob Schneider 
attacked Patrick Gold- 
stein’s credentials and 
qualifications, namely his 
lack of a Pulitzer Prize, 
after the LA Times critic 
gave Deuce Bigalow: ‘Euro- 
pean Gigolo a poor review, 
Ebert wrote in defense of 
Goldstein. 

“Schneider is correct, 
and Patrick Goldstein has 
not. yet won a. Pulitzer 
Prize... As chance would 
have it, | have won the Pu- 
litzer Prize, and so I am 
qualified. Speaking in my 
official capacity as a Pulit- 
zer Prize winner, Mr. Sch- 
neider, your movie sucks,” 
he said. 

Jack Nicholson once de- 
scribed the acting world 
in terms of the death of 
famed actor Marlon Bran- 
do. 

“When Marlon dies, ev- 
eryone moves up one.” 

Well film critics, sadly, 
you may all move up one 
now. 


Actors in Mud Blue Sky give an erratic performance 


By TORY HALTERMANN 
and SHARI ROSEN 
Staff Writers 


Mud Blue Sky follows 
the story of Beth (Susan 
Rome), a flight attendant 
on the verge of retirement, 
and the interactions that 
occur in her Chicago ho- 
tel room one night during 
a layover. Susan Rome, a 
Center Stage regular, was 
previously seen in An En- 
emy of the People. Opposite 
Rome are Cynthia Darlow 
as Angie, Eva Kaminsky 


as Sam and Justin Kruger ~ 


as Jonathon, all of whom 
made their Center Stage 


debuts. 


The action of the play 
picks up when the audi- 
ence discovers that the 
young boy in the tuxedo 
outside of Beth’s hotel 
room is her drug dealer, 
Jonathon. Beth’s  inabil- 
ity to pay Jonathon in full 
leads to him to come to her 
hotel room to receive his 
payment. This results in 


an awkward encounter be- 


tween Jonathon and Sam, 
who attempts to seduce 
him for. drugs. _ 

Angie, a flight attendant 
who was fired for weight 
gain, decides to pay Sam 
and Beth a visit, and she 
gets caught up in the craze 
of the night. 

As the play progresses, 
Sam and Angie, along with 
the audience, discover that 
Beth is not the stern and re- 
clusive person she appears 
to be. Rather, she seeks ref- 


uge in the companionship 
of Jonathon. 

The theme of mother- 
hood permeates Mud Blue 
Sky. 

It seems that every char- 
acter has lost a form of 
family and is attempting to 
find support in the arms of 
friends. Jonathon’s mother 
is dead and Beth fulfills the 
role of a surrogate mother. 
Sam has a strained rela- 
tionship with her son TJ. 
and uses Jonathon to help 
her find ways to connect 
with her son. 

Angie is recently di- 
vorced and now struggles 
to take care of her sick 
mother. Mud Blue Sky ex- 
amines the nature of our 
modern relationships and 
how we use the insight of 
others to try to understand 
those closest tous. 

Cynthia Darlow stole 
the show. Compared to the 
other actors on stage, she 
came across as the most, 
natural and truly embod- 
ied her role. The audience 
connected with Angie's 
emotional turmoil due to 


Darlow’s realistic portrayal _ 


of pain and disappoint- 
ment. : 
The audience looked 
to Angie as the emotional 
guide of the show. 
' However, Eva Kamin- 


sky provided energy to the 
performance that kept the’ 


audience interested and 
made them laugh through 
her excellent use of come- 
dic timing. Although Ka- 
minsky was_ responsible 


; tine dso 


for many of the humorous 
moments in the play, she 
never came across as a 
stock character, but rather 
as a concerned mother, 
cracking jokes in the midst 
of misfortune. 

Susan Rome and Justin 
Kruger’s roles dominated 
most of the show, which al- 
lowed Darlow small but re- 
freshing moments to shine. 

Individually, Rome and 
Kruger gave strong perfor- 
mances, but their interac- 
tions left something to be 


. desired. 


While Rome portrayed 
the cranky, concerned 
flight attendant perfectly, 
her conversations with 


Kruger came across as 
forced and led one to be- 
lieve that she did not truly 


: 


care about him as her dia- 


logue expressed. 

Kruger also did a won- 
derful job of playing an 
awkward | teenage boy, 
struggling through his fi- 
nal years of high school, 
but he switched emotions 
at such a pace that the au- 
dience couldn't follow his 
motivations. 

Overall,- the. cast 
would’ve benefited from 
listening to one another 
and working as a group 
rather than four individual 
performers. 

The script of Mud Blue 
Sky gives actors an oppor- 
tunity to portray three di- 
mensional characters, but 
this particular production 
left the audience wanting 
more. 


COURTESY OF WWWGOLDSTAR.COM 
The script of Mud Blae Sky gave the actors many opportunities to shine. 
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Spring Look By Yanan Wang Springtime 


By Takoyaki 


Shorts 
Snowmelt 
Sunlight 
Suntan 
Swi fy 
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SUBS, SALADS SIDE'S, AND MORE! 


CUORESIRTOOO 


LUNCH SPECIAL 


| 
4 Medium ; l 
1-Topping Pizza l 
& 2 Cans of Soda 
1 Large | 
1-Topping Pizza 
& 2 Cans of Soda 
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\': te ha yz 
i 


410-235-1000 
Valid of participating stcres only. Not valid wi 

Ne other offer. Limited delivery area. Prices do not 

hy® include tax. Limited tme offer. ©2012 Pizza Boll 


PIZZA SPECIA 
2 Medium : 
1-Topping Pizzas 
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1-Topping Pizzas — 


410-235-1000 
Valid of participating stores only. Not valid with any 
other offer. Limited delivery area, Prices do rot 
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} COURTESY OF SOPHIA GAUTHIER 
SERO, an HIV empowerment group, has been fighting against the injustice of HIV criminalization. 


Public stigma of HIV discussed 


By SOPHIA GAUTHIER 
Hip Hop Editor 


“Hi. | am Robert Suttle 
and I am not a criminal. I 
am not a sex offender.” 

Last Thursday, Suttle, 
alongside two colleagues, 
stood before a sea of Hop- 
kins undergraduates and 
professed the reality of his 
situation. He was person- 
able, grounded and boldly 
transparent. 

“Me. Living in the 
south. I’m black. I’m gay. 
I'm HIV positive.” He nod- 
ded his head as if to add, 
you do the math. 

Suttle is the Assistant 
Director of the advocacy 
organization, SERO, a non- 
profit group that aims to 
empower those living with 
HIV/AIDS. The group also 
works to clear the negative 
public stigma surrounding 
the disease and fight the 
injustice of HIV criminal- 
ization. HIV criminaliza- 


& 


COURTESY OF WWWWELCOMEIMAGES.ORG 


tion involves severe legal 
repercussions for those 
with HIV who do not dis- 
close their condition to sex- 
ual partners or, in the eyes 
of the law, who attempt to 
“maliciously infect” oth- 
ers. As of now, thirty-six 
states in the US have HIV 
criminalization statutes. 

Suttle is a powerful 
and shocking example to 
the inherent fallacy of the 
United States prosecution 
system. He shares his story 
about how he spent a six- 
month stint in a Louisiana 
jail for HIV non-disclosure 
to a former partner with 
whom he had a conten- 
tious relationship. In fact, 
Suttle did disclose his situ- 
ation, and his partner only 
pressed charges after the 
relationship ended. 

The United States Court 
of Law now labels Suttle as 
a registered sex offender, 
an unjustly placed scarlet 
letter that he will have to 


a 58 
ae ” 


Researchers believe oligodendrocytes to be a new target for ALS research. 


New mechanism found 
to slow onset of ALS” 


By SOPHIA GAUTHIER 
Hip Hop Editor 


Hopkins __ researchers 
have recently made a dis- 
covery that have implica- 
tions in the treatment for 
amyotrophic lateral sclero- 
sis (ALS), more commonly 
known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. 

ALS weakens the neuro- 
muscular system by target- 
ing gray matter motor neu- 
rons in the brain and on 


the sides of the spinal cord, . 


replacing , healthy nerves 
with scarred tissue. Over 
time, as these neurons dis- 
appear, the muscles they 
control shrink and atrophy 
from underuse. As a result, 
those who suffer from the 
condition exhibit a trend 
of decreasing muscle mass, 
and in the last stages, pa- 


ralysis and death. — 
Johns Hopkins _ re- 
searchers have high hopes 


that they have discovered 
a possible mechanism to 


. slow the onset of the dis- 
ease. Findings that were 


Ry 
ew 


published in Nature Neu- 
roscience concern a very 
specific group of nervous 
system cells known as oli- 
godendrocytes and their 
role in the myelination of 
neurons. 
Oligodendrocytes — in- 
sulate neurons with my- 
elin, a substance that helps 
to increase the speed of 
electrical impulse propa- 
gated down the length of 
a neuron. They also pro- 
vide metabolic assistance 
to neurons. Scientists now 
have reason to believe that 
the previously overlooked 
oligodendrocytes may 
provide key insight to the 


workings and _ develop- 


ment of ALS. 
To study the disease, re- 
searchers bred mice with 
the same gene mutation 
that causes ALS in hu- 
mans. They found that, in 
such mice, striking chang- 
es occurred in the oligo- 
dendrocytes partnered 
with motor neurons, which 
are in charge of movement. 


See ALS, pace B8 
4 


bear for the rest of his life. 
The tag on his Louisiana- 
issued driver's _ license 
makes no mistake about 
that. 

“Every HIV positive 
patient is one disgruntled 
partner away from court,” 

Sean Strub remarked 
in response to Suttle’s 
story. Strub is the founder 
and Executive Director of 
SERO and is no stranger 
to the system of HIV/AIDS 
criminalization. Strub too 
has HIV and spent many 
years in_ deteriorating 
health before he responded 
well to the then new com- 
bination therapy in 1996. 
He is thankful for the op- 
portunity this newfound 
health has given him to 
help reverse the HIV stig- 
ma. Strub decided to take 
action the minute he 
ceived his HIV positive test 
results. 

“I knew it was some- 
thing I had to do...[HIV 
criminalization] is a global 
phenomenon and unfortu- 


re- 


| nately, the US has led the 
| way,” he says. SERO is the 
| outcome of his conviction | 


and dedication to the cause. 
“HIV/AIDS related stig- 
ma is far worse today than 


| it used to be,” Strub adds. 
| | This suggests regression 


See HIV, pace B& 


HTC markets new Facebook phone 


By KATIE QUINN 


Managing Editor 


Clearly we all need a 


little more Facebook in our 


lives. 
Last Thursday, Mark 
Zuckerberg’s team un- 


veiled the release of “Face- 
book Home,” a program 
for Android that 
replaces the current sys- 
tem with one that puts 
Facebook at its focal point. 
With this 
book becomes the phone’s 
When un- 
locked, the phone opens 
up a “CoverFeed,” display- 
ing friend’s photos, status 
updates, advertisements, 
shared links and more of 
the typical features of a 
Facebook News Feed. 

A free download of 
Facebook Home to con- 
vert Android phones will 
be available this Friday, 
April 12. The company also 
announced a_ preloaded 
Facebook Home Android 
phone: the AT&T exclusive 
HTC First. The HTC First 
is inexpensive with a retail 
price of only $100. Zuck- 
erberg hinted that a tab- 
let version might become 
available later this year 
but at present, Facebook 
Home is incompatible with 
tablets, iOS and other non- 
Android devices. 

To some it might appear 
that this development is 
just one click to avoid when 
accessing the Facebook 
app. Instead of needing to 
click the Facebook icon to 
see what's going on with 
friends and family mem- 
bers, as a user must with 
other devices, the phone 
directly opens up to what’s 
happening on the user’s 
News Feed, downloading 
information even while the 
phone is not being used. In 
this sense, Facebook Home 
has the potential to change 
the way in which people 
interact with their phones. 
Facebook becomes the 
phone, and social life the 
point of the phone. 

It’s important to note 


users 


system, Face- 


homescreen. 


| that the physical phone is 
| not changing, but instead 


the way in which the phone 
functions with apps. What 


if the user wants to get 
away from Facebook and 
use a map? In order to ac- 
non-Facebook apps, 
the user clicks his or her 
profile picture on 
any screen. From there the 
“App Launcher” lists all of 
the user’s predetermined 
essential apps, such as In- 
stagram, Twitter, Google 
Maps, etc. To get to that 
app, the user drags his or 
her face where he or she 
wants to go, navigating 
away from Facebook. 

Another one of the sys- 
tem’s new features is called 
“Chatheads.” This system 
combines SMS and IM. 
When someone “chats” an- 
other user, his or her profile 
picture appears on the us- 
er’s screen no matter what 
app he or she is using. This 
shortcut includes texts, 
group chats, and Facebook 
messages. Besides combin- 
ing these different types 
of messaging, on the pre- 
loaded HTC First, the user 
does not have to exit the 
app he or she is then us- 
ing to respond, making it 
much more ‘convenient to 
answer chats without in- 
terruption. So if you are 
searching Google maps or 
playing a game, you can 
easily return to that app 
after responding to a chat 
with one less click. 

To get rid of the notifi- 
cations without respond- 
ing, the user simply swipes 
them away. Other func- 
tions of the Cover Feed are 


cess 


own 


also remarkably simple. To 
like a photo, the user dou- 
ble taps. To comment, the 
user taps once. To zoom 
out of a photo, the user 
simply taps and holds. 

While these gestures 
are remarkably simple, 
the phone’s ever shifting 
Cover Feed raises some 
concerns. Many users are 
worried about battery life 
as the phone downloads 
information even when not 
being directly used. Also, 
Zuckerberg promised soft- 
ware updates every month, 
in what might be a time- 
consuming process. 

Deeper than these lo- 
gistical concerns, some 
phone users also fear that 
the phone will change the 
way people interact with 
Facebook, feeding into its 
obsessive quality. “So ba- 
sically instead of being on 
Facebook for 23 hours a 
day, now everyone is going 
to be on for 24 hours a day,” 
sophomore Mariana Giral- 
dez said. 

Despite these reserva- 
tions Zuckerberg stressed, 
the product is “people-cen- 
tric,” focusing on the social 
life aspect of the phone 
rather than the apps. 

Doubts remain about the 
future of Facebook Home, 
but if nothing else, the 
phone is visually pleasing, 
as friends’ photos fill up the 
homescreen, shifting from 
one to the next, perpetually 
tapping forward into the 
next big moment. 


COURTESY OF WWWHTC.COM 
HTC announced a new phone that centers its interface around Facebook. 


Expectations don’t 
come much higher than 


| they do when it comes to 


curing cancer. Philanthro- 
pist John G. Rangos Sr. 
fuels that audacious hope, 
and perhaps a little ego- 
ism, with the bold claim 
that Hopkins will surely 
be the first to cure cancer. 
On the strength of his con- 
viction, Mr Rangos thus 
created the Rangos Award 
for Creativity in Cancer 
Discovery, which was pre- 
sented to finalists Jason 
Howard, Ashwin Ram, 
Hogan Tang, Sylvie Stacy 
and Xiaochuan Yang on 
April 3. 

Open to enrolled, full- 
time students at any Hop- 
kins division, the Rangos 
Award is meant to inspire 
original ideas and innova- 
tive approaches to meta- 
static cancer research and 
treatment through cash 
awards totaling nearly 
$50,000. 

The need for metastatic 


cancer research is critical. ’ 


A metastatic cancer has 
spread from its original to 
another place in the body, 
and usually cannot be 
cured with current treat- 
ments. The most medicine 
can currently do is to con- 
trol the growth or relieve 
the symptoms, In a few 
cases, these treatments 
may prolong life, but most 
people who die of cancer 
die of metastatic disease. 
First-place winner, JHU 
research-fellow Dr. Jason 
D. Howard, took home 


$25,000 for his project pro- 
posal. His plan was a mod- 
ified version of a process 
known as express protein 
migration, or “protein sta- 
pling,” aimed at develop- 
ing anti-cancer vaccines 
similar to the human pap- 
illoma virus (HPV) vac- 
cine. Howard intends to 
study whether it is pos- 
sible to mobilize the body’s 
immune system to attack 
cancerous cells it would 
not otherwise perceive as 
dangerous by stapling a 
protein the body does rec- 
ognized as “foreign” to the 
cancer cells. 

“Normally vaccines are 
just a dead virus, and you 
really can’t do biochem- 
istry with just a piece of 
dead virus,” Howard said. 
“But you can do biochem? 
istry with a piece of pro- 
tein.” 

The HPV vaccine is so 


interesting to Howard be- 


cause of its simplicity. It’s 
a little ball of protein the 
body has been trained to 
attack. 

“Maybe the immune 
system recognizes the 
mixture [of virus protein 
and the self-protein of the 
cancer cells] better than it 
would without the viral 
proteins,” Howard said. 
“So I said, ‘why don’t I just 
take proteins out from any 
tumor and stick the viral 
proteins on there?” 

Research involving the 
HPV vaccine and mice 
with and without immune 
systems supports this pro- 
posed line of investigation. 

Most winners were 
from the medical sciences, 
but not all. 

Fourth place  win- 
ner Sylvie Stacy, M.D., is 
studying her Masters in 
Public Health at Hopkins, 
and proposed an innova- 
tive approach to help get 


‘Superior student cancer research proposals awarded 


| By KELLEN MCGEE 
| Staff Writer 


new scientific discoveries 
in cancer to their actual 
equivalent use in a clinical 
setting. 

“I approached the prob- 
lem from more of a public 
health point of view,” Stacy 
said. “Since basic science 
in cancer is emerging at a 
quick pace and changing 
at such a quick pace to very 
individualized cancer care 
approaches, if we continue 
to use the same testing and 
approval system we are go- 
ing to fall behind in cancer 
discoveries. 

“Our traditional phas- 
es of human testing do not 
lend themselves to indi- 
vidualized drugs or-other 
treatments for cancer. We 
need to use more unique 
clinical trial design and 
allow pre-clinical studies 
to sort of seamlessly turn 
into post-approval studies 
so that we can not 

See AWARD, pace BY 
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Philanthropist John Rangos created the Rangos Award for Creativity in Cancer Discovery, presented on April 3. 
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We train dogs to do 
tricks for a treat and we 
train our children to be- 
have. well and get good 
grades in school. With the 
help of recent develop- 


ments in biomedical re- 
search, we can also train 
white blood cells to specif- 
cally look for and kill anly 
cancer cells. 

Scientists at Duke Uni- 
versity have figured out a 
way 
a type of a 
known as gliomas in mice 
using an artificial pro- 


tein that allows them to 


to successfully cure 


brain cancer 


program killer cells, or T- 
cells, to become ultimate 
protectors of our immune 
system. 

~ Gliomas are tumors that 
grow in either the brain or 
the spine. They arise from 
glial cells, which serve im- 
portant purposes in the 
brain including homeo- 
stasis to production of my- 
elin. In fact, gliomas make 
up 30 percent of all brain 
tumors and are respon- 
sible for 80 percent of all 
malignant tumors. 

The newly developed 
T-cells are able to specifi- 
cally target cells like those 
in gliomas. Just like pa- 
trol officers are trained to 
know when something is 
out of the ordinary, these 
programmed killer cells 
are trained to sense when 
the body is being invaded 
by specific type of cancer 
cells. 

These killer cells are in 
constant search for can- 
cer cells and as soon as 
they come in contact with 
them, they can attack and 
kill them. This novel sys- 
tem shows some great 
promise for future treat- 
ment of brain tumors in 
humans, as there was no 
evidence of side effects 
found in the study done 
in mice. 

In this study, scientists 
used what is known as 
bispecific antibodies, an 
artificial protein with two 
arms: one that recognizes 
cancer cells and another 
that recruits killer cells of 
animal's immune system. 

These antibodies are 


highly sensitive, as they 
recognize only ‘cancer- 
specific markers found on 
particular type of gliomas. 
Essentially, when antibod- 
ies are injected in an ani- 
mal, they create a bridge 
between cancer cells and 
killer cells. result, 
killer cells can activate and 
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Scientists improve cancer immunotherapy  SERO speaks on injustice 
of HIV discrimination 


COURTESY OF WWWVALELAB.UCSEEDU 
T-cells were designed to target specific cancer cells without causing side effects like toxicity and tissue damage. 


tempts to activate and 
mount an attack via T cells 
have been unsuccessful for 
many reasons. Such a tech- 
nique requires growing 
and genetically manipu- 
lating T cells in the lab, 
outside of patient’s body, 
which is very risky for pa- 
tients. 


mount an attack on cancer Furthermore, none of 
cells. the _ previ- 

‘LA SHanne 1s ous tech- 
analogous programmed niques have 
to giving So been able 
special pair killer cells can to _ specifi- 
of glasses _ j cally target 
to patrol of- sense when the cells as well 
ficers that ody is being as these T- 
allow them “ae 2 cells. Previ- 


distinguish 
crooks from 
the general 
public. In 
the study, 
scientists found that their 
therapy resulted in in- 
creased survival in mice 
with large tumors and 
achieved complete cures 
at rates up to 75 percent. In 
six out of eight mice, ther- 
apy resulted in complete 
cure from cancer with no 
side effects. 

There are many advan- 
tages of this novel tech- 
nique over other immune 
therapies under investiga- 
tion. A substantial amount 
of evidence suggest that T 
cells are predominant ef- 
fectors in the immune sys- 
tem-mediated eradication 
of cancer. 

However, previous at- 


invaded by specific 


type of cancer ... 


ous attempts 
have led to 
unwanted 
toxicity and 
destruction 
of healthy tissues due to 
nonspecific activation of T 
cells. 

Although this study was 
conducted in mice with 
gliomas, a type of brain 
and spinal cord cancer, 
this novel technique could 
be applied to other types 
of cancer, diseases caused 
by pathogens invading our 
body, and diseases that in- 
volve build up of unwanted 
proteins such as Alzheim- 
er’s disease and Parkinson's 
disease among others. 

The only thing scien- 
tists would need to design 
is an artificial protein that 
could recognize other 
types of cancer cells, un- 


wanted proteins or invad- 
ing pathogens. 

The real challenge in 
this field is designing 
those artificial proteins 
with desired specificity. | 
Recently, there has been 
some great progress in | 
targeted immunotherapy. | 
Researchers at the Johns | 
Hopkins Hospital and 
Medical Centers have fig- | 
ured out a way to treat 
myasthenia gravis, an | 
autoimmune neuromus- 
cular disease leading to 
fluctuating muscle weak- 
ness and fatigability, us- 
ing a similar technique. 
Scientists at the Uni- 
versity. of Pennsylvania | 
have successfully treated 
leukemia using a similar 
method that supercharges 
patient’s white blood cells 
to kill cancer cells. 

Since this study was 
conducted in mice, more 
research is being planned 
to determine whether the 
therapeutic benefits report- 
ed here can be replicated 
in humans as well. Never- 
theless, this new therapy | 
shows great potential for | 
future treatments of hu- 
man brain tumors and oth- 
er types of cancer. 

The lead researchers are 
planning on conducting a 
study in which they would 
be using human specific 
markers on mice T-cells 
and see if they can repli- 
cate the findings of this 
study. 


HIV, pace B7 
of the current condition 
of HIV stigma, a nega- 
tive trend that must be re- 
versed. 
Strub suggested a four- 


| part approach to the issue. 


He first emphasized that 
policy needs to change 
so that prosecutors focus 
on the malicious intent 


| of the defendant, rather 


than focusing on the fact 


that they have HIV. Also, 


in the current system, pa- 
tients are handed a pam- 
phlet immediately upon 
diagnosis that informs 
them of potential crimi- 
nal prosecution against 
them. This instantly de- 
humanizes the patient in 
their most vulnerable mo- 
ment. Strub explains how 


| people like him are now 


“seen as a risk to society... 
a viral vector” and that 
“being conscious of the 
criminalization statute 
makes people less likely 
to disclose their condi- 
tion.” 

Strub also comments 
on how law enforcement 
does not even assess risk 
or harm inflicted with re- 
gards to these HIV stat- 
utes. 

“Science was never a 
consideration during my 


| prosecution,” Suttle said. 


Lastly, Strub points out 
the irrationality of HIV 
criminalization by _ dis- 
cussing state statutes that 
can put these so called “sex 
offenders” away for ten to 
twenty-five years. Inno- 
cent citizens are spending 
years in prison; forever 


Beek 
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denounced as criminals, 
because of a disease state, 
an immutable characteris- 
tic much like ethnicity or 
gender. 

Another shocking per- 
spective came from Ken 
Pinkela, who rose from 
his seat in full military 
garb. 

“l’ve been out of jail for 
a week.” Pinkela, too, is 
HIV positive and is docu- 
mented to have contracted 
the virus through blood 
contact. He has a wife and 
a family and was pros- 
ecuted by the military for 
“aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon.” That 
weapon was HIV. Pinkela 
explained how it felt to be 
free again and how the 
injustice he suffered, after 
twenty-five years of ser- 
vice to the country, is only 
motivation for him to be an 
anti-HIV — criminalization 
advocate. 

“I came out fighting 
and I’m not going to stop 
fighting. I’m not,” Pinkela 
said. 

Strub closed with 
marks directed 
the student body. 

“Students have vastly 
more powerful voices than 
they tend to realize.” 

He urged the under- 
graduate population to 
vocalize and speak out 
against the current in- 
justice by lobbying for 
political change. Some 
collegiate organizations 
like United Against Infec- 
tious Diseases are already 
organizing to fight these 
statutes. 


re- 
towards 
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Sean Strub shares his own experience with HIV criminalization. 
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These specific oligoden- 
drocytes exhibited dras- 
tically shorter life spans 
and died off at high rates. 
Oligodendrocytes that 
were regenerated .in their 
place were much weaker 
and unhealthier than their 
predecessors. In fact, they 
were stunted in growth 
and failed to reach full 
maturity, resulting in pro 
gressive demyelination of 
and decreasing nutrient 
transfer to motor neurons. 
This degradation of gray 
matter oligodendrocytes 
can be physically observed 


‘before ALS symptoms of 


muscle atrophy manifest 
in mice as well as in hu- 
mans. 

Researchers _discov- 
ered, however, that sup- 
pressing the ALS-causing 
gene mutation greatly 
pone the appearance 
f the physical symp- 
toms of Lou Gehrig's 


disease in the laboratory — 
mice, thereby increasing — 


i 
” 
} 
' 
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Oligodendrocytes are responsible for creating the myelin sheath which prevents signals from going haywire. 


New hope found in battle against ALS 


their lifespan by several 
months. While several 
months may seem like a 
short period of time to 
us, it is very long for lab 
mice. Scientists hope that 
the same principle of gene 
suppression can be ap- 
plied for. humans suffer- 
ing from the condition. 
Until now,  research- 
ers in the field had not 
fully appreciated the role 
of oligodendrocytes in 
the health and survival of 
motor neurons. This new 
knowledge will help nar- 
row research focus to these 
specific cells and hopefully 
serve as a foundation for 
future research regard- 
ing the investigation and 
treatment of Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. ; 
However, because of the 


‘novelty of these findings, 


very little is known about 


the exact role of abnormal. 


myelination in the disease. 
Still, scientists remain 


hopeful and look towards — 
a continuation of this type 


a 


~acure. 


of research. 

Robert Kalb, a neurolo- 
gist at the Philadelphia 
VA Medical Center, was 
able to offer predictions 
for the next step in this 
breakthrough ° research. 
He alludes to multiple 
sclerosis (MS), a disease 
of the brain in which the 
loss of myelin plays a crit- 
ical role. 

“Some groups will 
administer MS drugs to 
mouse models of ALS 
and see if this leads to im- 
provement in the disease. 
It so, it would probably go 
to human clinical trials,” 


he wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. Hopeful- 
ly, researchers in the battle 
against Lou Gehrig’s dis- 
ease will find success in 
these endeavors. Mean- 


while, teams across the 


ing possible mechanisms 

involved in the develop- 
ment of ALS and continue | 
to make progress towards | 


nation are still investigat- 


Laziness, artificial leaves and bacteria 


or the lazy stu- 
dents at Hop- 
kins: For those 
plagued by con- 
stant laziness 
during school, you are in 
for a scientific treat. Thanks 
to recent findings, you may 
be able to blame your reg- 
ular indolences on your 
DNA! A study on mice has 
shown that laziness can 
actually be a genetic pre- 
disposition. Researchers 
bred a group of ac- 
tive and lazy mice 
and monitored the 
activity of subse- 
quent generations 
by measuring their 
running distances. 
There was a clear 
difference in run- 
ning activity be- 
tween the 10th generation 
mice that belonged in the 
active group and those in 
the lazy group. Through 
a technique called RNA 
deep sequencing, the sci- 
entists were able to find 36 
prospective genes that may 
be involved in laziness. But 
even so, try not to let lazi- 
ness hinder your studies! 


Artificial leaves heal 
themselves: Two things 
may surprise you. First, we 
have been developing arti- 
ficial leaves that harness the 
energy of the sun to pro- 
duce their own energy, just 
like real leaves. A new fea- 
ture was recently added to 
the leaves that allow them 
to heal damages incurred 


during energy production. — 
_ When placed ina body of - 
water, the leaves use solar 


pik th to break apart water 
into hydrogen and oxygen, 


| a process known as elec- 


} 


Michael 
Yamakawa 


SciTech Talk 


trolysis. Energy from elec- 
trolysis can be channeled 
to drive other mechanical 
systems. In fact, a quart of 
water can provide 100 watts 
of energy for an entire day. 
While this is not the most ef- 
ficient source of energy, ar- 
tificial leaves may find use 
in regions where electricity 
lines and power generating 
stations are lacking because 
of cost. Unfortunately, the 
major drawback of using 
these 
leaves 
is the 
accu- 
mula- 
tion 
of the 
bac- 
teria 
that 
contaminate most of our 
natural water. The bacte- 
ria eventually adhere to 
the surface of the leaf and 


_prevent energy from being 


produced. 

Researchers have found 
a way to prevent the sur- 
rounding bacteria from 
accumulating on the leaf’s 
surface. They tweaked the 


4 
‘ 
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Unlike its predecessors, the new artificial leaf can heal its damage 


composition of the energy 
production catalyst, which 
is necessary for bacterial 
adhesion to the surface. 
The new catalyst is able to 
break down temporarily 
so that the bacteria cannot 
stick to the leaf. Then, the 
catalyst is able to reform 
to continue producing en- 
ergy, while the bacteria 
slowly reaccumulate. Once 
bacteria begins to hamper 
activity, the catalyst will 
once again break down 
and heal. 


Like a moth to a flame, 
bacteria to photons!: Pro- 
teins in our body are typi- 
cally sensitive to certain 
signals like macromole- 
cules, or even to photons! 
Taking advantage of this, 
researchers at Washing- 
ton University in St. Louis 
were able to manipulate 
bacteria to. become sensi- 
tive to light. They hope to 
see whether this can help 
with insulin secretion 


and heart rate control by 
manipulating cells in re- 
spective organs in a simi- » 
lar way. 
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The proposals focused on solutions to metastasis, the spread of cancer 


Students awarded for 


creative cancer research 


AWARD, pace B7 
miss about on important 
data that may be benefi- 
cial in determining how 
well a product works.” 

Despite the critical 
need for metastatic re- 
search, some question 
the utility of the Ran- 
gos award. There are no 
stipulations in the award 
regarding the use of the 
prize money. Even if there 
were requirements that 
the money be spent on 
these research proposals, 
it is unlikely that they 
would contribute to sig- 
nificant advancements in 
the field. 

“The thing about re- 
search is that it is way 
more expensive than 
$25,000,” Howard said. 
“But if someone's willing 
to fund [my idea] I’m more 
than willing to look at 
it.” After his presentation 
on his proposal, Howard 
approached deans of the 
Hopkins medical school 
and asked if they thought 
his idea could work. The 
response was enthusiasti- 
cally positive. 

Howard painted a wor- 
riseme picture of the cur- 
rent ttends in academic 
research funding that 
stifle some forms of cre- 
ativity. 

“The way that funding 
is going now, [my project] 
would never get funded 
in a million years,” How- 


ard said. “These are high- 
risk, high-reward propos- 
als and [funders] want to 
spend money on stuff that 
is going to work...you end 
up proposing things that 
everyone already thinks 
is going to work or that 
you've already done. And 
that might advance science 
about 10-15%, but that’s 
maybe. not enough to do 
anything with.” 

“But, on the flip-side,” 
Dr. Howard reflects, “when 
you are so hyper-focused 
on what you do, you don’t 
ever sit back and look at 
the forest. You’re looking 
at one leaf on one branch 
of the tree. It’s going to 
take a little jostling to get 
researchers to commit to 
this kind of time to think 
this way.” 

Mr. Rangos is a tech- 
nological pioneer him- 
self, having advanced 
the field of waste trans- 
portation and disposal. 
His own innovations run 
the gamut from convert- 
ing power plant boiler 
ash into cinder blocks 
to developing methods 
of recycling bituminous 
byproducts and dispos- 
ing of sewage and sludge. 
Given Mr. Rangos’ own 
propensity for creativity, 


it ultimately seems fit- | 
| niques to monitor the ge- 


ting that innovations in 
trash removal may spur 
creative innovations in 
cancer research. 
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Hopkins doctor awarded Breakthrough Prize 


By MARTIN KANG 
Staff Writer 
When the Egyptians 
first stumbled upon cancer 
more than 3000 years ago, 
they simply wrote: “there 
is no treatment.” 
It was this formidable 
that Bert 
faced when he decided to 


foe Vogelstein 
pursue a career in medi- 
cine. Vogelstein, director of 
Ludwig Center for Cancer 
Genetics and Therapeu- 
tics at the Hopkins School 
of Medicine, was recently 
awarded the $3 million 
Breakthrough Prize in Life 
Sciences. 

When Vogelstein start- 
ed his career, no one knew 
how cancer its 
wrath. 


delivered 


It begins as a small, 
seemingly insignificant 
mass that arises under the 
victim’s skin, lodges itself 
in an airway, or emerges 
on the surface of an organ. 
Surreptitiously, the mass 
grows into a larger tumor 
and begins to realize its 
destructive potential, in- 
terfering with the routine 
physiological functions of 
its surroundings. while de- 
vouring all available nutri- 
ents. 

As the tumor develops, 
it extends its roots into 
the bloodstream, giving 
it access to the abundant 
nutrients in the blood 
and also the opportunity 
to metastasize, or spread 
to other areas. Slowly but 


| surely, the malicious tu- 


mors and cancerous cells 
conquer the rest of the vic- 
tim’s body, leading often 
to death. 

“We had little idea 
what the basis for can- 
cer was,” Vogelstein said. 
“There were many theo- 


| ries, but little hard evi- 


dence.” 
Despite centuries of sci- 
entific advances after the 


| Ancient Egyptians, until 


the twentieth century the 
question remained: how 
does cancer make its way 
into the human body? 

In search of a fruitful di- 
rection, Vogelstein devised 
novel experimental tech- 


nome of cancer at its vari- 
ous stages of development. 
Of all the types of cancer, 


he took particular interest 
in colon cancer. 


“Our study has 
been focused on colon 
cancers,”Vogelstein — said. 


“The reason we chose them 


is because they progress 


through a_ well-defined 
series of tumors, starting 
from small, benign tumors 
and progressing finally to 
large, malignant tumors.” 
Through 
this approach, 
Vogelstein 


We had little idea 


[P53 gene is a blueprint for 
a protein 53, or p53, a mol- 
ecule in the human body 
now called “the guardian 
of the genome.” 

This particular protein 
performs a crucial func- 
tion: it prevents cells with 
significant genetic damage 
from dividing and grow- 
ing. By facilitating the re- 
pair or death of cells with 
damaged 
genetic 
material, 


and his team A ae p53. sup- 
made an as- What the basisfor presses 
t oun ding cancer was. the devel- 
discovery in opment 


1988. They 
found that the 


— Bert VOGELSTEIN, 
DIRECTOR OF LUDWIG 


of any po- 
tentially 


mutations of unhealthy 
certain genes CENTER FOR ta: 

are respon- OW - 
sible for the CANCER GENETICS ever, once 
progression its own 
of cancer. The AND THERAPEUTICS blueprint 
acquisition of AT HopkINs is mu- 
a sequence of tated, p53 
these genetic is no lon- 
mutations ger pro- 


over time transforms a 
healthy cell into a malig- 
nant cancer cell. 

In one study, the muta- 
tion of a particular gene, 
TP53, was identified in the 
genomes of a wide array 
of cancers. Further inves- 
tigation revealed that the 


duced. In the absence of 
the guardian, unhealthy 
cells with significant 


genetic damage have a 
greater chance of surviv- 
ing and passing on the 
mutated genome to a new 
generation of cells. These 
mutated cells become the 


— 
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precursor to a malignant 


outburst of cancerous 
cells. 
Vogelstein’s discovery, 


now taught in classrooms 
and lecture halls across 
the world, illuminated a 
way forward for cancer re- 
search. Since then, many 
genes that are function- 
ally similar to TP53, now 
called tumor suppressor 
genes, have been found. 
In addition to advancing 
the basic understanding of 
cancer, Vogelstein’s work 
has also been transformed 
into potent tools in the war 
against cancer. 

In one instance, re- 
searchers at the Hopkins 
School of Medicine de- 
signed an upgraded, more 
sensitive version of the 
pap smear to detect ge- 
netic mutations specific 
to ovarian and endome- 
trial cancers. Therapeutic 
interventions targeted at 
cancer-specific genetic 
mutations are also under 
development, opening a 
promising door to more 
effective treatments. 

Perhaps, at some point 
in the future, we can erase 
the Egyptian’s pessimistic 
outlook and confidently 
say, “Yes, we can cure 
cancer.” 


In 1988, Bert Vogelstein discovered that mutations in specific genes could cause cancer to develop. 


Danger of animals over-exaggerated by media, contributes to conservation tssues 


ould you 

rather 

save a 

savage 

shark 
or an adorable panda? If 
you have watched Jaws 
or Piranha 3D, then you 
would probably pick the 
latter. Too often, the me- 
dia _over-sensationalizes 
animal appearances and 
behaviors for the sake of 
entertainment. While the 
cutesy birds and bunnies 
get to co-star with Disney 
princesses, the vicious and 
hideous critters are stuck 
playing the villain. These 
stereotypes stem from our 
tendency to reject what 
we perceive as danger- 
ous, foreign or unsightly. 


In reality, these so-called | 


monstrous creatures are 
important members of our 
ecosystems. 

Few animals get worse 
press than piranhas; these 
freshwater fish became 
nightmare worthy after 
President Theodore Roos- 
evelt claimed that they 
could devour a large cow in 
only minutes. Even worse 
was Piranha 3D, which por- 
trayed piranhas as mind- 
less killing machines. 

It is not that piranhas 
lack the ability to strip peo- 


ple to the bone — because . 


they could. The problem 
is that these fish and most 
other carnivores are not as 
horrible the media makes 


them out to be. Piranhas 


actually team up to protect 
themselves from preda- 
tors. While their infamous 
feeding frenzies are real, 
they mostly pick on the 
wounded and weak. | 
Jeremy Wade managed 


aes! 


to dispel some piranha 
myths with his hair-rais- 
ing experiment in River 


Monsters. When Wade 
threw bloodied steak 
into a_ piranha-infested 


swimming pool, the fish 
swarmed in on the meat 
like a horde of angry lo- 
custs. But when he bathed 
in the pool, the piranhas 
ignored him. 

While piranhas are 
not yet endangered, the 
equally infamous sharks 
are in deep trouble. A 
Michigan State University 
study showed that Austra- 
lian and American, news 
articles habitually por- 
tray sharks as vicious and 
bloodthirsty. While over 52 
percent of shark news cov- 
erage is about attacks on 
humans, only 17 percent 
focuses on conservation or 
ecology. 

Considering how often 
shark fin soup appears on 
restaurant menus, these 
statistics are quite disturb- 
ing. Many of us are willing 
to overlook the inhumane 
practice of finning sharks. 
Yet, when one person loses 
a limb to these fishes, we 
denounce sharks as evil. It 


is not even an equivalent 


exchange: humans won't 
necessarily die from los- 
ing a limb, but sharks will 
almost certainly drown 
without their fins. Al- 
though our fear of sharks is 
not completely unfounded, 
we are taking our biases 
toofar. ; 
Our treatment of sharks 
reveals an unsettling truth: 
we tend to prioritize our 
own needs above those of 
our fellow animals.This is 
not unusual, considering 


society’s emphasis on util- 
ity and progress. But when 
we base conservation ef- 
forts on factors like ap- 
pearance and deadliness, 
we risk losing some of the 
world’s most important 
ecosystems. 

Meat-eating piranhas 


from Yellowstone Nation- 
al Park. With their preda- 
tors gone, elk became the 
new pests. They quickly 
went on a breeding frenzy 
and feasted on the park's 
plants until Yellowstone 
was practically bald. Un- 
able to control the explod- 


may be scary to us, but ing population, people 
they keep prey popu- eventually reintroduced 
lations in - the wolves 
control and H to _ their 
clean up the Melanie Hsu rightful 
carcasses of c . home. 

dead ani- Animal Antics Despite 
mals. Without the oc- 
them, many casional 


South American river eco- 
systems could collapse. 
Such a disaster occurred 
when people eliminated 
“undesirable” gray wolves 


Piranhas have gained a deadly reputation t 


aes \ 


success story, nature is 
slowly losing the battle. 
The International Union 
for Conservation of Na- 
ture (IUCN) currently 


4, 


COURTESY OF WWWIVTROPES ORG 
hrough their representation in the media. 


lists over 16,000 species 
— over a third of total 
the species sampled — as 
endangered. As we keep 
on wrecking the environ- 
ment, this list is sure to 
grow. 

However, disaster films 
like 2012 continue to hit 
the silver screens, perpet- 
uating public perceptions 
of Mother Nature and her 
so-called beast hordes 
as hostile forces. Even 
conservation sites like 
the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWE) are guilty of hold- 
ing animal beauty pag- 
eants. Their endangered 
species list features many 
cute and cuddly creatures, 
including red pandas and 
sea turtles. Absent are 
animals like the 
Australian casso- 
wary that could 
make the cast of a 
sci-fi movie. This 
critter gained in- 
famy because its 


raptor-like claws 
can  disembowel 
and eviscerate 


prey. Although it 
won the. Guinness 
World Record for 
the world’s most 
dangerous bird, 
the cassowary 
rarely, if ever, at- 
tack humans with- 
out provocation. 
Ironically, while 
we are quick to vil- 
ify nasty-looking 
critters, we often let 
our guards down 
around _— equally 
dangerous animals 
that look cute or 
harmless. Half of 
the animals on the 
WWYP's list, includ- 


ing the elephant and po- 
lar bear, could easily kill, 
maim or eat a human. 
None of these creatures 
manage to rival piranhas 
and sharks in infamy. 
This disparity may have 
something to do with fa- 
miliarity. Most of the spe- 
cies on the list are com- 
mon sights in zoos. Some 
zoos even allow visitors 
to pet and play with these 
animals. More important- ~ 
ly, these critters are more 
likely to show human-like 
behaviors, such as yawn- 
ing, crying or cuddling. 
Because of these similari- 
ties, we find it easier to ac- 
cept and empathize with 
these animals. It may not 
be a coincidence that the 


- more alien reptiles, fishes 


and birds are more likely 
to make our hate lists. 

We should not base our 
treatment of other animals 
on our own aesthetic and 
behavioral standards. Nor 
should we need to falsify 
or exaggerate animal facts 
to get people to care about 
them. Realistically, cute- 
ifying animals via toys 
and plush dolls might help 
people to see them in a 
more positive light. These 
items are somewhat based 
on reality; drawing fish 
with cat ears and kitty cos- 
tumes, however, as PETA 
did for a conservation 
campaign, implies that the 
fish are not worth saving in 
their own right. If we can- 
not appreciate animals the 
way they are, then we risk 
basing our feelings and ac- 
tions on fiction. Such tac- 

tics further reinforce the 
idea that an animal's value 
is skin deep. 
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Women’s tennis won their matches, improving to a 10-2 record. 


W. Tennis remains 
perfect in conference 


By ALEX PICANO 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s 
tennis team enjoyed a suc- 
cessful weekend in their 
games against Ursinus and 
Haverford. Winning’ both 
matches, Hopkins brought 
their record up to 10-2. The 
squad is undefeated (5-0) 
in the Centennial Confer- 
ence. 

The women began the 
weekend on _ Saturday, 
winning in doubles and 
taking an early lead. Fresh- 
man Sydney Lehman and 
sophomore Kaitlyn Pfis- 
terer were the first to defeat 
Ursinus, 8-1. 

When asked about the 
match, Lehman said, “It 
was a pretty short match. 
We played well, and we’ve 
been working hard to keep 
up our record.” 

Senior Ariel Several 
and sophomore Shannon 
Libaw also won by the 
same score of eight to one, 
putting Hopkins’s record 
at 2-0 in the match. 

When asked about the 
win, Libaw said, “It was 
a great feeling to win this 
weekend and it definitely 
gives us confidence to fin- 
ish out our last conference 
matches of the season.” 

Junior Lauren Fields 
and freshman Olivia Kas- 
ten also won their doubles 
match, finishing with a 
score of 8-3. 

In addition, the Lady 
Jays claimed each of the six 
singles matches in straight 
sets to close out the day. 
Several earned her 35th ca- 
reer win, putting her at a 
tie for ninth place in school 
history for career singles 
wins. 

Several said, “Winning 
our fifth straight confer- 
ence match felt great. The 
team has been working re- 
ally hard and it's great to 
see it pay off. We are defi- 
nitely at an advantage with 
such a talented team and I 
look forward to continuing 


to dominate the rest of the’ 


season into NCAA's.” 

On Sunday, the Lady 
Jays hosted Haverford in 
an exciting matchup. Both 
teams were undefeated, so 
it was anticipated to be a 
ferocious competition. 

Although — Haverford 
was ranked above Hop- 
kins, the Jays beat Haver- 
ford seven to two, making 
Hopkins the only unde- 
feated team in the Centen- 


nial Conference. 

In singles play, Hop- 
kins swept five out of six 
matches in straight sets. 
Although Hopkins _ lost 
the first game, junior Abby 
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W. Lax chased away by tough Gator 


By BRAD FOULKE 
Stall Writer 


[hird-ranked — Univer- 
sity of Florida used scoring 
runs of 7-1 and 7-2 to pull 
away from  17th-ranked 
Hopkins Saturday after- 
noon in American Lacrosse 
Conference action at Dis- 
ney Stadium. 

The Gators moved to 
14-1, while the Blue Jays 
fell to 7-5. The Gators’ 
19-9 win marked their 
fourth straight in the se- 
ries against Hopkins. 

It took a little while for 
each team to get going un- 
til the 23:21 mark where 
in an 87 second span Hop- 
kins and the Gators trad- 
ed goals. Shannon Gilroy 
put Florida on the board 
first as the Gators scored 
off a failed clear by Hop- 
kins. 

Freshman Jenna Rei- 
fler responded for the 
Jays when she caught a 
Taylor D'Amore pass in 
traffic and buried a laser 
shot inside the right post. 

Ashley Bruns broke 
the tie with back-to-back 
goals that sparked a 7-1 
run by the Gators and 
gave the host team an 8-2 
lead with 11:19 to play in 
the half. 

Bruns put Florida on 
top,. 2-1, at 22:58 after 
Kitty Cullen drew a free 
position where Cullen 
passed on the shot, dish- 


| ing it to Bruns, who was 


Clark and senior Andrea | 


Berlinghof defeated their 
competitors at second and 
third. At fourth, Several 
came back to win another 
singles match. This put her 
record of career singles 
wins at 36, moving her into 
ninth place in school his- 


tory. 
Freshman Kara Mc- 
Donough also came 


through for the Jays. She 
did not lose a game, defeat- 
ing the competitor from 
Haverford 6-0 in both sets 
of her singles match. 

When asked about the 
win, McDonough said, 
“Sunday was an exciting 
win against Haverford, 
as they are one of the best 
teams in our conference. 
The doubles matches 
were particularly close. 
I'm really looking for- 
ward to our upcoming 
matches over the next 
few weeks.” 

In doubles play, Berling- 
hof and Kasten won the 
first match 8-4. 

When asked about the 
weekend, Kasten said, 
“We were able to keep 
the momentum going 
this weekend. Everyone 
stayed focused at Ursinus 
and we made it a clean 
sweep. Haverford proved 
a little tougher, but we 
still managed to snatch a 
win from a team who was 
just as hungry as we were. 
Those wins were a great 
team effort and I was hap- 
py to be able to play a role 
in them." 

Fields and McDonough 
also won their doubles 
match 8-4 against Haver- 
ford. 

Fields said, “I am so 
proud of how well our 
team has done so far this 
season; from winning In- 
door Nationals to winning 
our fifth straight confer- 
ence match this past week- 
end. The team has been 
working especially hard on 
continuing to improve our 
doubles for our upcoming 
conference championships 
and the NCAAs later in 
May.” 

Hopkins plays again on 
Sat. April 13 as the women 
travel to take on Washing- 
ton College on the Eastern 

Shore. 


sa 


open on the left post for 
the score. Bruns then 


| scored from in close de- 
| spite 
| ing a man down. Gabbi 


the 


Gators play- 
Wiegand and Cullen fol- 
lowed with goals just 11 
seconds apart to push the 
lead to four. 

Sophomore Jenna Kas- 
marik got one back for the 
Blue Jays at 17:28 with the 
first goal of Kasmarik’s 
career high three goals. 

Junior Sarah Taylor 


| dumped the ball down to 


Kasmarik, then weaved 
through several defend- 
ers, and snuck a shot over 
the left shoulder of Mikey 
Meagher. 

Gilroy, Cullen and 
Bruns answered with 
three straight and the 
lead grew to six with 11:19 
to go in the half. 

Junior Sammy _ Cer- 
mack ended the Gators’ 
run with a shot at the 
1:15 mark. The Blue Jays 
then trimmed the deficit 


in half at the break with 
an accidental goal as the 
clock ticked under a min- 
ute. 

A Gator defender came 
up with the ground ball 
off a Meagher save, but 
when she attempted to 
pass the ball back, Meagh- 
er missed the pass and the 
ball ended up in the cage. 
Florida would take an 8-4 
lead into the half. 

The second half started 
relatively the same way, 
as the two teams traded 
goals from Ca roline Ches- 
terman and Sammy Cer- 
mack. 

Bruns scored at the 
24:01 mark to ignite a 7-2 
run by Florida, which ul- 
timately Hopkins could 
never recover from. Fol- 
lowing three — straight 
goals from the Gators, 
the Jays got back-to-back 
goals from Kasmarik and 
freshman Dene’ DiMar- 
tino to make it a five-goal 
game with 14:40 remain- 
ing. 

Kasmarik 
free position, 


scored on 
her sec- 
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ond of the season, while 
DiMartino dodged hard 
down the left alley, split 
a pair of defenders, and 
scored from close range. 
Florida answered this last 
ditch effort however with 
four straight goals to push 
out to a 17-7 lead with just 
8:22 to play. 

Reifler and Kasmarik 
then followed a pair of 
Gator goals to account 
for the final score. From 
left goal line extended, 
D'Amore found Reifler 
open in the slot and she 
shot the pass home for 
her second of the day. 
Wiegand and Nicole Gra- 
ziano tacked on goals for 
Florida before Kasmarik 
closed out the scoring 
for the game. With 11.1 
seconds left on the clock, 
Kasmarik finished her 
hat-trick with a pass from 
D’/Amore. 

D'Amore finished with 
a game-high three assists 
and needs one more to 
reach 90 and become just 
the fifth player all-time in 
program history to reach 
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the mark. 

D'Amore also extend- 
ed her point streak to 33 
straight games, the fourth 
longest in school history. 

Kasmarik became the 
sixth different Hopkins 
player this season to 
notch a hat trick. Senior 
co-captain Cosette Larash 


took the loss and finished 
with two saves, while 


‘sophomore KC Emerson 


played 31:21 in relief and 
made six saves on the day. 

Hopkins, with the 19th 
hardest schedule in the 
country, has endured a 
tough stretch lately, los- 
ing three of four, but the 
stingy competition has 
been good _ preparation 
for the end of the year 
and the ALC tournament 
hosted at Homewood 
Field. 

On Thurs., April 11, 
the Blue Jays will travel 
to Charlottesville, Va. to 
take on the 11th-ranked 
Virginia Cavaliers. 

Opening draw _ at 
Klockner Stadium is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 


FILE PHOTO 


Despite losing to a top ranked Florida team, the Lady Jays were able to take away some key lessons. 


Palmer gives insight leading up to Albany 


ast week, I talked 

about our tough 

loss to a surg- 

ing University of 

North Carolina 
team. This week, we had 
another surging team to 
play, but this time they were 
coming to Homewood Field. 
We got home late Saturday 
night from North Carolina, 
had Sunday off to rest and 
relax our bodies, but then it 
was right back to work Mon- 
day for the “Friday Night 
Lights” game. 

We knew it would be 
another difficult game for 
us, as this Albany team had 
an attack of the Thompson 
brothers and their cousin, 
all of whom had been tear- 
ing it up all year so far. 
One of them was leading 
the NCAA in points and 
points per game. Because 
the game was a Friday 
night game, we had one 
less day to prepare. 

Monday we put in the 


game plan, as well as do- 


ing what, we needed to do 
with some six on six and 
transition drills. After this 
Monday, I was headed to 
the library. Of course with 
my luck, I had my second 
midterm for a Neurosci- 
ence course on Friday, right 
before the game. Neurosci- 
ence isn’t really my strong 
suit, so I had some extra 
work on top of watching 
film and preparing Albany 
for the week. It’s nothing 
I haven’t gone through in 
my three previous years at 


the school, but to say I was 
nervous was an understate- 
ment. 


Tuesday was more 
game planning, in par- 
ticular getting ready for 
what their defense was 
going to throw at us. We 
knew they played similar 
to North Carolina defen- 
sively, so we were pre- 
pared already for what 
was coming. We started to 


ies and some time looking 
at brains and nervous sys- 
tems. Thursday was a little 


COURTESY OF NATHAN MCDONALD 
Men's Lacrosse suffered a disappointing defeat to a talented Albany team last week. 


more than our typical pre- 
game, and we were lucky 
enough to have Sammi’s 
Italian food delivered to 
us on the Cordish Lacrosse 
Center. It’s always a nice 
change having the food 
delivered to us instead 
of heading downtown in 
the traffic, and it was deli- 


get into cious as 
some ex- always. 
ta man = LACH Palmer fertetiini 
plays and , always a 
offensive Inside Scoop Bere 
oe a ares 
e week. er 
Wednesday was fair- this, it was right back to the 
ly uneventful. We spent library for the night, where 
some time watching the I was lucky enough to have 


Albany defense and goal- 


someone teach me a little 


bit about this whole Neu- 
roscience subject. For most 
of the night, it was an hour 
of studying fol- 
lowed by about 
15 minutes of 
looking at Al- 
bany. By the end 
of the night I felt 
fairly confident 
about the exam, 
as confident.as I 
was going to feel, 
and it was time 
for a little nap 
before the seven 
am. wake up 
for a little more 
studying. 

The morning 
came earlier than 
expected as_ it 
usually does, and 
I was frantically 
trying to memo- 
rize what I need- 
ed to know for the exam at 
11. Luckily the game was at 
seven instead of five, so I was 
able to take a little nap after 
the exam was over. I woke 
up around three that after- 
noon, went and grabbed an 
Eddie's sandwich (smokin’ 
jay) and was on my way up 
to the field shortly after. Sev- 
en o'clock rolled around and 
we were on the field warm- 
ing up on a beautiful Friday 
night. 

The game didn’t go as 
planned and we ended up 
losing by one goal. Rivalry 
week against Maryland 
next, doesn’t get much 
better than that. Beat the 
Terps! 
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By KYLE METZGER 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins baseball 
team is currently on a 16 
game win streak after win- 
ning all seven games this 
past week. With two wins 
over Franklin & Marshall 
on Saturday, the Blue Jays 
improve to 22-2 on the 
season. The team’s success 
has been boosted by the 
offensive play from senior, 


ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


CHRIS WILHELM- BASEBALL 


and personal accomplish- 
ments, along with Hop- 
kins’ baseball future. 


News-Letter (N-L): What 
was your mindset going 
into your at bat versus Ste- 
venson when you hit the 
go-ahead homerun? Did 
you feel any pressure go- 
ing into that at bat? 

Chris Wilhelm (CW): 
My approach waé the 
same as it has been all 


Have you hit any other 
homeruns with as much of 
an impact in the game? 
CW: It was so exciting. 
There’s no feeling like hit- 
ting a home run and the 
twenty or so seconds it 
takes to jog around the 
bases. But, when you are 
able to experience that 
feeling at such a meaning- 
ful and critical time in the 


game, it amounts to some- 


thing that is so memo- 


CW: I think the big- 
gest aspect of this year’s 
success is the tremendous 
amount of team chemistry 
and unity we have. The 
only statistic we are wor- 
ried about is the Win-Loss 
column, not a particular 
player’s batting average, 
home runs, or RBI's. An- 
other critical component of 
our success is the way we 
“pick each other up” in the 
face of adversity. It is clear 
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Chris Wilhelm. year long rable and to me that our success this 
Thursday afternoon, and will | | special. year, more so’than previ- 
Hopkins hosted Steven- continue Last year, ous years, is due to our 
son in a nearly four hour to be, “Hit lalso hita incredible team chemistry 
game. In the seventh in- the ball home run and the inner confidence of 
ning, Wilhelm stepped hard!” that had a knowing that we have out- 
up to the plate with two When I profound worked every team in the 
runners on and two outs. stepped to impact on country. 
Hopkins was down two the plate, the game. 
runs, until Wilhelm belt- we were It was a N-L: With such an im- 
ed a three-run homerun down _ by | non-con- pressive winning streak 
to give the Blue Jays a 15- two runs, Wii é | ference going, what has been the 
14 advantage. Hopkins 14-12. I ae 3 | g a m-e_ biggest contributor to so 
ultimately defeated the was just : - against many consecutive wins? 
bd Sueas Mustangs, as Wilhelm trying | Jee Rutgers- CW: The main contribu- 
Seeger Knocked in six runs by to get on , A Newark. tor to the winning streak 
mess himself. This added to his base. Ulti- |_ ae I stepped has been our ability to play 
team-leading 27 runs bat- mately, my | COURTESYOFCHRISWILHELM up to the solid fundamental base- 
ted in on the season. main focus Willhelm leads the teaminhomeruns plate in ball. Inmany of the games, 
Wilhelm crushed an- was to sim- the top of we were the first team to 
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Last weekend, the men’s tennis team won their sixth straight victory. 


M. Tennis records 


tenth win 


By ZACHERY OLAH 
Staff Writer 


The men’s tennis team 
continued their win- 
ning fashion last week- 
end as the eighth-ranked 
Blue Jays topped Ursinus 
in Baltimore. This win 
notched their tenth win of 
the season and their sixth 
straight victory. 

Not only was the team 
victorious, but they man- 

_ aged to shut out the Bears 
“with a score of 9-0. 

pkins came out of 

the gates.hot and the suc- 


of Season 


the singles line up after a 
devastating loss to Jensen 
Reiter (broken foot). Nick 
has played a big part of 
our doubles line up and 
recently had a major win 


at six against a top player | 


Track teams compete 


at. Carnegie. As always, 
Tanner Brown has been 
exceptional as well in 
both singles and doubles 
play.” 


=.Hopkins. has,.a couple 
of tough matches com- | 
ing up. They have to face | 


Haverford and Franklin 
& Marshall before play- 
ing a few more out of con- 


cess never stopped:-Andy ference matches against 


Hersh and Jeff Kamei gave 
the team a lead in the first 
match by knocking off 
Ursinus’ David Rowe and 
Mike Melchiorre. 

That performance was 
followed up by and 8-1 
win in doubles by Noah 
Joachim and _ Nicholas 
Garcia. Tanner Brown and 
Erik Lim beat Evan Lord 
and Logan Metcalf-Kelly 
with a score of 8-2, cap- 
ping off doubles play. 

Singles went just as 
smoothly for the Blue Jays 
as all six members of the 
team cruised to convinc- 
ing wins. Noah Joachim 
started the Blue Jays off 
by breezing past Dalton 
Lynch, winning the match 
6-0, 6-0. Ben Hwang se- 
cured the second win play- 
ing in the second spot with 
another 6-0, 6-0 rout of Ur- 
sinus’ Dylan Marsh. 

Joonas Karjalainen 
and Jeremy Schwartz also 
grabbed two more wins 
over Mike Melchiorre and 
David Rowe, respectively. 
The match ended with 

_ wins for Sam _ Weissler 
playing third and Andy 
Hersh playing first. These 
wins served as Weissler 
and Hersh’s 11th wins this 
season. 

The entire team only 
lost a total of 10 games 
throughout the course 

of the competition. The 

team’s success this season 
has come from a variety 
of hard working athletes. 

Captain Andy Hersh had 

a lot to say about his team- 

_ mates and how hard they 

have worked this season. 

“Sam Weissler and 

Nick Garcia have really 

stepped up big for us this 
year. Going into the sea- 
son we had a question 
mark as to who was going 
to play six and Sam sepa- 
rated himself from the 
pack and earned it. Sam 
has played big roles in 
matches against Trinity, 

Carnegie and. Bates and 

has yet to drop a set this 
spring. Nick Garcia has 
also found his way into 


‘Mary Washington and 
North Carolina Wesleyan. 

“We are looking for- 
ward to playing Mary 
Washington and the al- 
ways tough North Caro- 
lina Wesleyan team at the 
end of our season, who 
is one of our biggest and 
most hated rivals,” said 
Hersh. 

The Blue Jays know 
that the remainder of 
their season will not be 
easy, but their captain 
says the team is feeling 
confident. 

“After a tough loss over 
spring break to Trinity we 
have really come together 
as a team and have been 
able to beat some con- 
ference and regional ri- 
vals fairly handily. Head 
Coach Chuck Willenborg 
has helped to prepare 
us better and intensity 
in practices has really 
picked up,” said Hersh. 

“Although we have 
ousted our most recent op- 
ponents we still have a lot 
of work to do. Fitness will 
be key over the course of 
the next two months as the 
weather hopefully warms 
up. Also, we need to see 
a lot more improvement 
in doubles play. On paper, 
we are the favorites for the 
rest of our matches here 
on out. With that said, I 
hope we take care of busi- 
ness and finish strong go- 
ing into conferences so we 
can host regionals here in 
Baltimore.” 

Hopkins returns back 
to Homewood Saturday, 
April 13th to host Cen- 
tennial Conference foe 
Haverford. Haverford, 
much like the Blue Jays, 
has seen an immense in- 
crease in performance 
as the season has pro- 
gressed. 

The Fords look to con- 
tinue their high level of 
achievement and extend 
their winning streak as 
they come to Baltimore 
this weekend. Hopkins 
will be ready to battle 
their conference foe. 


other homerun in Satur- 
day’s matchup against 
Franklin & Marshall, 
making it six homeruns 
on the season. Wilhelm 
has a cumulative .338 
batting average on the 
season, along with a .610 
slugging percentage. 
With the regular season 
halfway completed, the 
Blue Jays hope to see Wil- 
helm’s dominant numbers 
to continue. 

Wilhelm took a moment 
to catch up with The News- 
Letter to discuss his team 


By COLE RIDER 
For The News Letter 


Both the Hopkins men 
and women’s track and 
| field teams participated 
in the Duke Invitational 
meet this past weekend 
against talented, mostly 
| Division I competition. 
| However, the Hopkins 
| team ran extraordinarily 
| fast and posted superb 
| times across the board, in- 
_ cluding record-breaking 
| performances from both 
| teams. Highlighting the 

women’s squad was se- 
nior Annie Monagle, who 
ran the nation’s fastest 
800-meter time. In a sport 
| that stresses personal 
achievement, Monagle 
places more importance 
on the team and on the 
| success of her teammates. 

“Tt was so exciting this 
weekend to see so many of 
my teammates get person- 
al and school records. We 
had some incredible per- 
| formances in every event 
and it was overall a very 
successful weekend in a 
very deep and competitive 
environment. I couldn’t be 
more proud of my team- 
mates." Monagle contin- 
ued, "I am confident we 
will continue shattering re- 
cords — personal, school, 


ply hit the ball hard some- 
where so that I could ex- 
tend the inning. The fact 
that the ball went over the 
fence was “icing on the 
cake.” | didn’t really feel 
any pressure during this 
at-bat because I was doing 
something that I had done 
thousands of times in my 
life: stare into a pitcher's 
eyes sixty feet six inches 
away from me. 


N-L: How did it feel to 
hit a homerun at such a 
pivotal time in the game? 


and conference — in the 
weeks to come." 
Freshman Hannah 


Oneda set the conference 
record in the 3000-meter 
race with a time of 9:50.90, 
outlasting runners from 
the University of North 
Carolina and Duke down 
the stretch. Oneda said 
"The 3K race at Duke was 
just a fun race for me to 
run, especially with hav- 
ing the entire team there to 
cheer me on. We are all get- 
ting excited about having a 
lot of girls qualify for out- 
door nationals and junior 
nationals. It just goes to 
show how strong our pro- 
gram will be in the years to 
come”. 

Finishing right after 
Oneda was _ freshman 
Courtney Kelly, who post- 
ed a career=best 10:09.21 
while finishing __ fifth 
in the event. Hopkins 
also got fast times from 
Gabi Drummond, with a 
10:32.32, and Josey Mintel, 
with a 10:46.07. Freshman 
Megan McDonald set a 
program record in the 
400-meter hurdles by run- 
ning a 1:04.25, while two 
other Hopkins runners, 
Alexa Tzaferos and Nikki 
Kerns, finished with note- 
worthy times. 

In the track portion of 


the tenth inning with run- 
ners on first and second 
base. The second pitch 
was a high and inside 
fastball that I put over the 
center field fence. Both 
of these home runs are 
etched in my memory be- 
cause of the significance 
they had on the outcome 
of the game. 


N-L: With the season 
going well so far, how was 
this year been different 
compared to the years in 
the past? 


score, which immediately 
puts pressure on the oppo- 
nent. At the same time, our 
pitching has been just as 
influential, if not more to 
our winning streak. With 
stellar performances by 
pitchers of all grade levels, 
we have been very success- 
ful at limiting the amount 
of runs we have given up. 
Ultimately, our ability to 
win in a variety of ways 
and play consistent, funda- 
mental baseball, has been 
very instrumental in the 
success we have had. 


in Duke Invitational 


the meet, freshman Imoni 
McCorvey broke her own 
school record with an 11.30 
meter bound in the triple 
jump and Emily Kashka 
tied the best performance 
of her career by vaulting 
106” in the pole vault. In 
total, the Lady Jays broke 
nine records on the week- 
end in addition to numer- 
ous personal bests. 

On the men's side, ju- 
nior Max.Robinson headed 
a squad that ran stride for 
stride with tough, top- 
tier programs in Durham, 
North Carolina over the 
two-day event. Robin- 
son broke the Hopkins 
5000-meter record, which 
had stood for more than 
36 years, by 12 seconds 
with his time of 14:33.23. 
Robinson was well aware 
of the record and it took 
everything he had, despite 
flying by Jim Kennedy’s 
36-year-old record with 
relative ease, to put up his 
astounding time. 

“Yve been trying to 
break it for awhile now, 


so finally getting it felt’ 


pretty awesome” stated 
Robinson. The junior also 
commended the strong 
performances of his team- 
mates. 

“We're trying to win 
outdoor nationals and send 


a few guys to nationals as 
well. Runs from James 
Frick, Josh Budman and 
Andrew Casey were big 
for us and Mike Spadaro 
had a great day in the triple 
jump” said Robinson. 

In the past 13 years 
under Coach Bobby van 
Allen, five runners have 
broken 15 minutes in the 
5000 meter race. 

Three of the five ac- 
complished this feat at the 
Duke Invitational with 
freshman * Schaffer Och- 
stein and senior Josh Baker 
also accomplishing the 
feat. 

Andrew Carey ran a 
season best time of 1:53.78 
in the 800-meter race, fin- 
ishing 13th in the event. 
He currently ranks in the 
top ten in the nation for 
the event. Two steeple- 
chase runners, Josh Bud- 
man and Andrew Ce- 
ruzzi, ran solid times of 
9:33.02 and 9:47.00, respec- 
tively. Michael Spadaro 
and Brendan Evans also 
had good days by finish- 
ing 10th and 11th overall 
in the triple jump. Hop- 
kins’ runners will look 
be in top form for the 
Centennial Conference 
Championships on May 
3-5 and the NCAA Cham- ° 
pionship on May 23-25. 


FILE PHOTO 
Despite competing against some top Division-I competition, the track and field teams were able to notch several first place finishes. 
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Know? 


The Hopkins Men’s Lacrosse 
team will explore conference 
affiliation. The program has 
been independent of a confer- 
ence for 130 years. 


Aprit 11, 2013 
CALENDAR 
FRIDAY 


Baseball vs. McDaniel, 3:30 PM 
Men's Track vs. Loyola Maryland, 4 PM 
Women's Track vs. Loyola Maryland, 4PM 


MONDAY 


Baseball vs. Widener 3:30 PM 


5 


fei : 
Women's tennis unbeaten in GC play 


al 


wa 
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After securing two utterly dominant wins over Ursinus and Haverford, the Lady Jays tennis team > 
remains unbeaten in Centennial Conference play, 5-0. The team is ranked fourth in the country. 


and has received contributions from across the roster, freshman to seniors. The squad is 10-2 


overall. ge cg see page B10 for more details. 


Men's Lacrosse suffers second consecutive one goal loss 


By JASON PLUSH 
Staff Writer 


The stage was set for a 
thrilling game at Home- 
wood Field this past Fri- 
day night as the Hopkins 
Men’s Lacrosse team took 
on Albany in a game of 
great importance for both 
teams.- For the second 
week in a row, the Jays fell 
just short of a victory. 

Albany’s junior defen- 
seman Doug Eich scored 
with 2:01 remaining in the 
fourth quarter to break 
the tie between the Jays 
and the Great Danes to lift 
20th ranked Albany past 
the 10th ranked Jays, 10-9. 

Eich secured a third 
straight victory for Alba- 
ny to enhance their record 
to 7-3, while the Jays suf- 
fered their second straight 
one goal loss in consecu- 
tive weeks as they fell to 
6-4. 

“We had talked about 
shutting down their pow- 
erful attack as part of our 
original game plan,” said 
senior goalie Pierce Bas- 
sett. “We did a good job, 
but in the end they beat 
us in the transition game 
and that cost us another 
tight game.” Both teams 
had trouble creating sep- 
aration, exemplified by 
how close the score was. 


The teams shared six ties © 


throughout the entirety of 
the game as both offenses 
had trouble solving there 
respecting defenses. 

Both teams took turns 
controlling the pace, shift- 
ing momentum from one 
side to the other. 

The Blue Jays were the 
recipients of an early ad- 
vantage as they opened 
up the game with four 
of the first six goals. The 
charge was lead by sopho- 
more Wells Stanwick, who 
scored his 19th and 20th 
goals of the season and 
gave Hopkins an early 4-2 
advantage. 

_ However, Albany was 
able to respond quickly 
and struck early and of- 
ten in the second quarter 
as Jimmy Haugen and Ty 
Thompson scored just 74 
seconds apart to even the 
score, 4-4, 

Coming into the game, 
Albany was the nation’s 
leader in goals per game 
and overall offensive pro- 
duction as they had aver- 
aged slightly over 15 goals 
per game, a staggering sta- 
tistic proves the potency 
and skill of the Albany of- 
fense. The deadlock lasted 
until late into the second 


quarter when senior John 
Greeley gave the Blue Jays 
a one goal lead on a beau- 
tiful spin and dodge down 
the wing followed by a 
perfect bounce shot over 
the shoulder of Albany 
goalie Blaze Riordan. As 
the two teams headed into 
separate locker rooms, the 
Blue Jays were hanging on 
tightly to their one goal 
lead, playing shut down 
defense and limiting scor- 
ing opportunities for the 
Albany attackmen and 
midfielders. 

The third quarter was 
a display of hard-nosed 
defense as neither team 
could find the back of the 
net. Albany went a stretch 
of 24 minutes before scor- 
ing their next goal while 
the Jays were held score- 
less for the entirety of the 
third quarter. Both goal- 
ies, Riordan for Albany 
and senior Pierce Bassett 
for Hopkins made nu- 
merous saves during this 
scoring drought. 

The goalless streak 
came to an end near the 
end of the third quar- 
ter as the Albany offense 
went to work again, scor- 
ing a pair of goals just 49 
seconds apart to stun the 
Hopkins crowd, regaining 
a one goal advantage, 6-5. 

The fourth quarter gen- 
erated more action than 
the first three quarters 
combined as the teams ac- 
counted for nine goals in 
the last 15 minutes. Fresh- 
man midfielder Holden 
Cattoni opened up the 
scoring in the final quar- 
ter just 66 seconds after 
receiving a beautiful pass 
from the top of the box 
and finishing in tight to 
tie the game up again. 

However, Albany mid- 
fielder Derrick Eccles was 
able to claim possession 
in the offensive zone off 
of a ground ball and fired 
a shot past Bassett to re- 
claim the lead. Thompson 
added an unassisted goal 
another three minutes 
later-to give the Danes a 
two-goal cushion halfway 
through the fourth quar- 
ter, 8-6. Stanwick complet- 
ed his hat trick to cut the 
deficit in half only to be 
answered by Ty Thomp- 
son again as Albany held 
its second two-goal lead of 
the quarter. 

As they’ve done in 
countless games this sea- 
son, Hopkins refused to 
quit and did not go down 
quietly. As if he wasn’t al- 
ready having a spectacu- 
lar day, Stanwick scored 


his fourth goal of the game 
on a spectacular shot that 
flew by the stick of Rior- 
dan. Less than two min- 
utes later with little time 
remaining in the game, 
Hopkins held a long pos- 
session that was capped 
off by a sizzling blast from 
Brandon Benn to knot the 
game once again at 9-9. All 
of the momentum seemed 
to be in Hopkins favor, 
with the support of the 
electrified home crowd. 

With 2:36 left in the 
game, Albany took a cost- 
ly penalty that gave the 
Jays a 30 second man-up 
advantage. The Jays had 
been held to zero goals 
on four man-up opportu- 
nities so far on the day. 
That statistic soon turned 
to zero out of five as the 
Albany defense, led by 
a heroic effort by Rior- 
dan, stuffed freshman 
Ryan Brown’s shot on the 
crease. 

After Riordan collected 
the ball, he found a streak- 
ing Eich running up the 
middle of the field as the 
advantage time expired. 
Riordan fired a clearance 
pass to the transitioning 
Eich. He quickly started a 
fast break down the mid- 
dle of the field into Hop- 
kins territory. 

The Hopkins defense 
struggled to get into posi- 
tion quickly enough and 
Eich fired an uncontested 
shot from the top of the 
crease and beat Bassett 
from seven yards out to 
give Albany a 10-9 lead 
with only 2:01 remaining 
in the game. 

“We talked from the 
beginning about shutting 
down their dynamic tran- 
sition,” said Bassett. “That 
really cost us on their last 
goal and as a result, cost 
us the game.” « 

With little time remain- 
ing, Hopkins faced pres- 
sure trying to get qual- 
ity scoring opportunities. 
With only time for one 
final possession, the Blue 
Jays controlled the ball, 
trying to pick the right 
moment to strike. 

Senior John Ranagan 
came close with just 14 
seconds remaining on the 
clock but his shot sailed 
just over the crossbar. 
Hopkins retained posses- 
sion and fed the ball to 
Brown on the crease who’s 


final attempt was stuffed 


by Riordan and Albany 
regained possession and 
began a celebration as the 


Blue Jays walked off the 


field, disappointed for the 


second week in a row. 
The loss overshadowed 
countless strong individ- 
ual performances 
Hopkins stars. Senior de- 
fenseman Tucker Durkin 
held the nation’s leading 
scorer Lyle Thompson off 
the score sheet for the first 
time all year. Thompson 
came into the game aver- 
aging over seven points 


a game on the season. | 


Stanwick continued his 
impressive streak, adding 
another 4 goals and an 


assist to bring his overall | 
| Mike Denlinger also plated 


point total to 38 on the 
season. 

“I’ve been a huge ben- 
eficiary of being’ in the 
right spot at the right 
time and getting open 
quickly,” said Stanwick. 
“Our coaches have done 
a great job with our offen- 
sive unit all year long and 
it’s helped us to solve op- 
posing defenses all year 
long.” 

Bassett stopped 15 
saves in goal and was 
the backbone of the Hop- 
kins defense all day long, 
showing determined 
leadership on the field. 
The Blue Jays will look 
to avenge these past two 
losses when they travel to 
College Park to take on the 
University of Maryland, 
who currently hold an 8-1 
record and the number 
one seed heading into the 
weekend. 

“We share one of the 
oldest rivalries in college 
lacrosse,” commented 
Bassett. “We need an in- 
tense week of practice and 
embrace the rivalry and 
have a really productive 
week to try to take down 
the top team in college 
lacrosse right now.” The 
Blue Jays look to put in a 
strong week of practice 
and have a short memory 
to focus all of their effort 
and hard work in prepar- 
ing for their vital game 
against Maryland. 

“It’s really important 
for us to start focusing on 
the details and relax when 


we have possession,” re=)\\) 
marked Stanwick. “We've — 


gotten away from it the 
past couple of weeks, but 
if we focus on doing the 


little things right, I think 


we're going to have a great 
shot to battle hard against 


a great team in Mary- 


land.” 

The Blue Jays will look 
to move forward with 
their heads held high, de- 
termined to get back on 
track towards a_ playoff 
birth. 


from 


Baseball squad leaps 
lo #5 national rank 


_ By JEFF SCHILL 


Staff Writer 


[he Hopkins baseball 
team returned to the JHU 
Baseball Diamond this past 
Friday to take on Dickinson 
for the second time this sea- 
son. The Blue Jays offense 
was on point smashing 14 
hits, with the defense and 
pitching following suit. The 
Blue Jays defeated Dickin- 
son 10-1 and recorded their 
thirteenth straight victory. 

Jacob Enterlin was on 
the bump for the Blue Jays 
seeking his fifth victory of 
the year. Enterlin cruised 
through the Dickinson 
lineup for seven innings, 


yielding no earned runs and 
_ striking out six on the day. 


The Blue Jays jumped out 


_ to an early lead and tacked 


on two runs in the second 


| inning. Senior Kyle Never- 
', man roped a two-run single 


to plate fellow classmates 
Adam Weiner and Ryan 
Zakszeski. The Red Dev- 
ils managed to manufac- 
ture a run in the following 
frame but Hopkins quickly 
squashed any gained mo- 
mentum and came _ back 
with a run in the bottom of 
the inning. 

The Red Devils’ starting 


| pitcher could only last four 


innings, as the Blue Jay bats 
were too much for him to 
handle. In the fifth, Zaksz- 
eski notched an RBI double 
peri 


o-right-center-to-in 
' the Blue Jay lead to four 


runs. 

In the subsequent in- 
nings, the Blue Jays tallied 
even more runs as senior Jeff 
Lynch and Chris Wilhelm 
each had an RBI. Junior 


a pair of runs to extend the 
lead to 9-1. 

The Blue Jay bullpen did 
not give the Red Devils any 
hint of a comeback as they 
collectively shut the door 
after Enterlin was finished. 
The victory completed a 
conference sweep against 
Dickinson. 

On the following morn- 
ing, the team traveled to 
Pennsylvania to take on 
Franklin and Marshall in a 
double-header matchup. 

Both offenses were rela- 
tively quiet in the first three 
frames but the Blue Jays an- 
swered first in the fourth in- 
ning. Sophomore Colin Mc- 
Carthy got on base with a 
walk and following a single 
by Lynch, Delinger singled 
in McCarthy for the first 
run of the game. Sophomore 
Christopher Casey added 
an RBI in the inning to ex- 
tend the Blue Jay lead to two 
runs. 

With junior Tyler Gold- 
stein on the mound, a two 
run cushion is normally 
enough to secure a victory 
and this contest was certain- 
ly no exception. Goldstein 
went six strong innings and 
struck out five without giv- 
ing up any runs. 

The Jays extended their 
lead quite sizably in the later 
innings. Lynch launched an 
RBI double into deep left 
field and Mike Denligner 
followed with an RBI single 


of his own to extend the 
lead. 

The Diplomats managed 
to score one run but this 
was no area of concern for 
the Blue Jays as the bullpen 
was once again stellar. The 
Jays held the 7-1 lead into the 
9th and junior Zach Augus- 
tine closed out the game to 
secure the Jays first victory 
on the day. 

The second game of the 
double header was certainly 
a closer matchup but the 
Blue Jays would not be de- 
feated as they battled in the 
tight one run game. 

Lynch got the offense 
started with another RBI 
double to score McCarthy 
and put the Blue Jays on top. 
The Jays plated another two 
runs to jump out to an early 
3-0 lead. 

In the sixth inning, senior 
Chris Wilhelm launched a 
two-run homer, his sixth of 
the season, to give the Blue 
Jays a 5-0 lead. 

This time the Diplomats 
had an answer for the Blue 
Jay offense and tacked on 
three runs of their own to 
cut the deficit to two runs. 
The Blue Jays answered 
again on an RBI single com- 
ing from Lynch. Despite the 
Blue Jay answer, the Diplo- 
mats were able to shrink the 
deficit to one run. The Blue 
Jays did not let the Diplo- 
mats come any closer as Jus- 
tin Dreschel closed out the 
~ninth-with a;pair of strike- 
outs to seal the win. — 

After sweeping the Dip- 
lomats on their home field, 
the Blue Jays traveled to 
Westminster, Maryland to 
take on McDaniel. Fresh- 
man Colin Friedman was 
dominant on the mound 
for the Jays. Friedman went 
eight innings and only al- 
lowed two runs. Despite the 
great pitching performance, 
the real story came from the 
offensive power generated 
by senior captains Lynch 
and Zakszeski. The two 
combined for nine hits and 
seven RBIs. Lynch added 
three doubles on the day en 
route to the 11-2 victory over 
the McDaniel Green Terror. 
Lynch has been the crux of 
the Blue Jay offense thus far 
in the season. His team lead- 
ing 18 doubles is encroach- 
ing on the record for most in 
a season. Lynch’s approach 
has garnered the great out- 
come so far in the season. 

“T am seeing the ball re- 
ally well and I have had 
a steady diet of off-speed 
pitches thrown my way so 
I’ve worked on staying back 
and driving the ball to right 
center which has been the 
key to my success,” said the 
senior captain. 

The Blue Jays win streak 
is now at 16 games and their 
record is now 23-2, which 
is tied for the fourth best 
25 game start in program 
history. The previously 
12th ranked Blue Jays have 
cracked the top five, com- 
ing in as the number five 
team in the nation. The 5th 
ranked Blue Jays will return 
to the field on Friday against 
McDaniel and will look to 
push the streak to 17 games. 


FILE PHOTO_ 


- The baseball team is Fares iat a sixteen game win streak. 
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When you only have a few pages to Impress someone 


The Do’s and Don'ts of crafting an appealing résumé 


By MELANIE LEVINE 


ésumé writing is a pain, and 

too often you are left with a 

document that feels stale and 

generic. You want to distin- 

guish yourself from the count- 
less other applicants with identical qualifi- 
cations, but your range of motion is limited 
when you only have the space of one piece 
of paper to work. However, it is entirely 
possible to make your résumé stand out in 
the pile, and it’s all in the way you portray 
yourself. When you tailor your resume for 
different jobs, you should be constantly 
thinking of how you want your potential 
employers to see you. Which parts of my 
work history would they most appreci- 
ate? What elements of my personality am 
I trying to convey? Here are some tips for 
compiling a resume that best reflects the 
professional you want to be: 


Focus on the employment 
and activities that are most 
relevant to the job you are ap- 
plying for. Think about how 


DO 


you see yourself and how you want your 
prospective employer to see you and re- 
flect that by tailoring your résumé for 
different jobs. Highlight the .elements 
that are relevant to the position by elabo- 
rating on them more in the descriptions. 
For example, if you are applying for a po- 
sition in a computer programming labo- 
ratory, it makes sense to dedicate more 
space to describing your work on a robot- 
ics design team than to the summer you 
spent volunteering at a food bank. If you 
haven't had much work experience and 
are struggling to fill up a full page, you 
can include all of the jobs and internships 
you've had, but draw focus by going into 
greater detail when its relevant. 


Play up your leadership 

positions. Even if you're not 

DO applying specifically to lead 

_ other people, it’s always good 

to show that you are capable of spearhead- 

ing a project or directing others on your 

own ideas. Whether you were secretary 

of a club on campus or you had a posi- 

tion of authority at a job, noting 

leadership or management roles 

provides evidence that you are 

a responsible person and can be 
trusted with important tasks. 


Portray yourself 

as someone who 
gets things done. Use 
action verbs to de- 
scribe your work 
experiences and be 


DO 
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specific but concise. Use numbers to dem- 
onstrate your accomplishments and give 
the reader a more concrete image of you 
and your abilities. 


DO Include any special skills 
you have or any unusual ac- 
tivities you've participated in, 
but keep the list short and make sure it 
reflects on some aspect of yourself. Flu- 
ency in a language and knowledge of a 
computer program are always great be- 
cause of their obvious practical use. If, for 
example, you've been a gymnast for years, 
that shows your dedication while leaving 
the person reading your résumé with a 
unique impression of who you are outside 
of work. 


Don't feel like you 
need to include ev- 


DON’T 
ery club you’ve been 


a member of, every organization you've 


volunteered for, or every job you've had. - 


It may seem like a good idea to showcase 
your diversity and range of skills, but it is 
much more effective to think about what 
your potential employer would value 
and just include the ones that reflect that 
aspect of your professional self. When in 
doubt, stick with the most recent and the 
most relevant. 


9 Don’t list 

DO N T too many 
awards and 

achievements. It is perfectly fine 
to brag a little, but the bragging 
has to have a purpose. Every 
award that you mention should 
tell your potential employer 
something about yourself or 
your skills. A professional rec- 
ognition shows that your work 
is valued by others. If you have 


a long list of achievements, though, the 
effect of each is diluted; better to just fo- 
cus on a few that this particular employer 


would care about. 
b 

DO N T roles. Even if you only 

filed papers and got 
coffee, describe what you actually did. 
You can make it sound as interesting as 
possible, but don’t embellish or make up 
responsibilities for yourself. Chances 
are that in an interview you'll be asked 
about your previous jobs and it will be 
obvious if you can’t clearly explain a 
project that you claimed to have worked 
on that you lied. 


Don’t inflate your 


9 Don’t try to stand 
DON T out with unusual de- 
sign. Flamboyant fonts 
and colored paper distract from the ac- 
tual content of your résumé and make 
the reader wonder if there’s a reason you 
are drawing focus away from yourself. 
Unless you are applying in an artistic or 
creative field, distinguish yourself solely 
through your accomplishments and ex- 
perience and keep the physical paper 
indistinct. You would much rather be re- 
membered as the applicant with an im- 
pressive work history than the guy with 
scented paper. 


DO N ’ T Remember __ that 
you get to decide how 
to present yourself. 

There is no rule that you have to include 
every job you've ever worked or that 
you have to give equal weight to every 
segment of your history so highlight 
those aspects that will form an image 
of you as the ideal applicant. Take con- 
trol over your résumé to generate that 
first impression that will win you a job 
or internship. 
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helps to have an organized résumé to state your case 


Hardly Working 
222 North Charles Street 
Make sure to include your ices 
name and current mailing 
address. 
Include your relevant educa- 


Baltimore, MD 
21218 

tion information, like your 

major and the number of 


degrees you’ve achieved. If 
relevant, you should include 
your GPA or indicate if you’ve 
received Latin Honors. 
Include your internships 


in the experience section 
of your résumé. Don’t 
just write the name of 
where you interned or 
worked. Try to include a 
description of your duties 
so the person reading 
your résumé or CV will 


have a better idea of what 
you did. 
Just as you did in the experi- 
ence section, include all of 
your activities in the activities 


section with the approximate 
time commitments and the 
duration you did the activity 
(2009-10, for example). You 
should also include a descrip- 
tion of the activity and, if you 
held a leadership position, 
explain some of the duties you 
had to undertake. 


EDUCATION 


Johns Hopkins University (2009-Present) 
Senior Writing Seminars and Romance Languages Double Major. Dean’s List 3.XX 
GPA. Expected Graduation May 2013. 


University of Abroad, Foreign Country (2011-2012) 
-Taking photos in front of monuments, clubbing. 


EXPERIENCE 


Esteemed Foundation (Summer 2010 and Summer 2011) 
-Grant distillation: reading through various grant files and writing one page sum- 

maries of progress made with grant partners up to the present time 

-Attending conference calls and meetings with grant partners when relevant 

-Researching potential giving opportunities 


Random Baltimore Internship (Summer 2012) 
-Dealing with the 100 degree heat 
-Navigating public transportation 


Research (2010) 
- Free labor 
- Getting into med school 


ACTIVITIES 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter (2009-Present) 
Editor-in-Chief (2012-2013) 

-Managing and coordinating 25 person staff 
-Discussing content with various sections 
-Overseeing newspaper production (a 24-page weekly paper), maintaining a 
new website, as well as day-to-day communications between editors 
-Reporting 
-Breaking News posted directly to website and followed up in print editions 
-Leader of editorial board 
-45 hours/ week commitment minimum (formal meetings and other duties) 


A Cappella 
-President(January-May 2012). Keep the ensemble updated on the logistics of 
rehearsals and upcoming performances, plan rehearsals, and contact other a cappella 
_ groups. 
-Assistant Musical Director (September-December 2011). Work with the Musi- 
cal Director to lead rehearsal and arrange songs. 
-Sing soprano, approximate time commitment of 8 hours a week. 


‘ 
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The art of selling yourself: writing the perlect cover letter 


By ELLE PFEFFER 


ou have all of your intern- 

ship application materials 

squared away — the spar- 

kling resume, impressive 

samples of your work and 
stellar references — but you're still miss- 
ing something. It’s the cherry on top, the 
sheet that screams pick me! pick me! It’s 
the cover letter. 

Whatever the internship, most em- 
ployers ask candidates to send a cover 
letter accompanying the rest of their ma- 
terials. This is basically your opportunity 
to plead your case in a page or less. This 
can be a bit of a daunting task, so here are 
a few tips on how to fill your page with 
brilliance in just a few steps and add that 
extra kick to your application. 


Step 1: The Address 


Start by making sure you have your 
factual information correct. Put the date 
at the top of the page along with the 
name of the internship coordinator, their 
title and the address of the organization. 
Next, write the typical “Dear Mr. —” un- 
less you know that the person is a doctor 
or professor, in which case the respective 
abbreviations are appropriate. Always 
air on the side of formality even if it feels 
stiff—no first names! As an absolute last 
resort (if you don’t have any name avail- 
able), address the letter: “To Whom It 
May Concern.” 


Step 2: The Introduction 


Put your best foot forward and start 
by announcing your objective right off 
the bat. For example, if you're applying to 
an environmental advocacy group, you 
could start off by saying, “As a passion- 
ate advocate for the environment and an 
experienced campaign leader, I would 
welcome the opportunity to intern with 
— during the summer of 2013.” The more 
gripping language you can use, the bet- 
ter. 


Step 3: The Plea 


This paragraph or two is the meat of 
your letter. Use the opportunity to explain 
what you will bring to the internship and 
what their organization will bring to you. 
For the first aspect, describe your relevant 
experience, leadership and/or skills that 
make will make you an asset to their orga- 
nization. Feature your best attributes, but 
don’t over-exaggerate because your super- 
visor will be able to tell on your first day. 

Secondly, and perhaps most impor- 
tantly, explain why you are applying to 
this internship in particular. Why this or- 
ganization? What motivates you to spend 
your summer doing this? How will it help 
in your future goals? Be specific! Also, feel 
free to incorporate any links you have to 
the job, such as people you know, geo- 
graphic affiliations, etc. 


Step 4: The Wrap-Up 


Cover all your bases and let them know 
that you’d be happy to send more mate- 
rials or answer any questions they have. 
Thank them for their consideration. 


Step 5: The Signature 


Just as the initial address was formal, 
so too should be your signature at the end. 
Go with a relatively neutral term like “sin- 
cerely” and type your full name, leaving 
enough space between the two lines for a 
handwritten signature when you print it 
out. Avoid nicknames unless you've used 
it on all of your other application docu- 
ments. Follow your name up with your 
address/contact info, though this can also 
go at the very beginning of your letter too. 


Use these five steps and your cover let- 
ter will complement and tie together the 
rest of your application with style. A note 
on format: keep the margins standard, 
don’t go crazy on the fonts, and cap it at 
a page. No one’s going to read more than 
that, no matter how engaging you are! If 
you can convince the organization why 
they should want you as much as you 
want them, then you might just score an 
internship offer or at least an interview! 
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Why Unpaid Internships aren't as bad as some people think 


By RIAN DAWSON 


here’s a whole debate raging, 
and has been raging for some 
time, about paid vs. unpaid in- 
ternships and the whole “fair- 
ness” of free labor. 


The work at times was tedious, but over 
the two summers I quickly figured out 
several things that would be sary of 
my future career choice: ease go- 
ing to work in Development, I wanted to 
be on the legal side of things. The ques- 
tions the foundatf™#p would have to con- 
sult with their legil counsel were what 
really peaked my interest. It taught me 
more importantly that being at a desk day 
in and day out iswgy for me either. I need 
something that pe me move around 
and choose when fh in the office. 


~ 


Speaking from personal experience, 
I’ve only ever had one internship — that 
I worked at multiple summers — and it 
was unpaid. As nice as it would have been 
to have some monetary compensation, if 
not for my work then for the morning and 
evening rush hour commute across mul- 
tiple freeways, the experience taught me a 
lot about myself. 


My second year was much the same. 
Instead of working with the Director, 
though, I worked with a program officer. 
The switch made sense because my sec- 
ond summer at the foundation, I helped 
put together a spreadsheet database that 
organized the numeric data from all the 
grant files so it was easier to see the holes 
in the data and organize our own metrics 
versus the ones the grant partners gave. 


But the benefits of the internship 
weren't just limited to helping me whittle 
down my list of potential future careers. 
Once I decided to apply to law school, 
my internship came to the rescue while 
I was mulling over potential things to 
write about in my personal statement. 
I didn’t want it to read like a narrative 
about myself. I wanted it to showcase my 

assion with social issues. The site vis- 
its | per {pnd the _'"': 
I researched and worked with gave me 
a wealth of material and experience to 
draw from and point to when I was craft- 
ing these essays. 
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I'm a senior now, about to graduate and 
shove off to law school back in the mid- 
west. At one point during my freshman 
year, I thought I wanted to enter into De- 
velopment, the world of foundations and 
non-profit organizations, before going for 
my English PhD. Both of these things aren't 
in my scope anymore, and for good reason. 
But, following the trajectory of that origi- 
nal ambition, I got an internship at family 
foundation back in Detroit, my hometown. 


Kidding and minutia aside, I have no 
regrets about taking an unpaid internship 
for multiple summers. In fact, I’ve become 
a staunch advocate of it. Of course the 
mundane things apply, like I got valuable 
career experience. The foundation's direc- 
tor was an incredible resource and because 
the staff was so small, I worked with hima 
lot during my first summer. He was a real 
guide who helped me navigate a world 
that was otherwise foreign to me. I sat in 


revi distilled’ es; learned 
the grant-writing process and researched 
my own project—a potential giving op- 
portunity for the foundation that involved 
journalism as a teaching tool. 


I only worked part-time, which was 
nice given that I like to enjoy my sum- 
mers and the lazy luxury they provide. 
Another plus side to this arrangement 
was my mother’s excitement in getting 
me a few staple pieces “for the work- 
place” because my usual fare of jeans 
and a t-shirt or leggings and a tunic 
wouldn’t be acceptable for office attire. I 
worked the front end of the week, Mon- 
day-Wednesday, so I never indulged in 
casual Fridays. 


The Se the experience was 
definitely the c ute during rush hour. 


As much as I like my alone time to mull 
over my thoughts, traffic is just so incred- 
ibly tedious and sogjftimes enraging. I 
grew to have an ingghense appreciation 
for morning shows at could make me 
chuckle: I had my fa®rite — the bawdy 
Dave and Chuck the Freak on 89X (who, 
sadly, have since disbanded). 


on conference calls; eee meeting 


a 


Sure, it would have been nice if ne Unpaid internships, and internships 


internship was paid, but in hindsig 
can’t complain too ut it because 

things it me: it made me 
rethink my career direction, engage more 
with social issues in Detroit and pointed 
me in the direction in which I’m now 
heading. 


n general, shouldn’t be treated as a nec- 
essary evil. They should be seized for 
all they’re worth. Mine wasn’t just a line 
item on my resume. As much as it taught 
me about the Development world, it also 
taught me about myself and what's impor- 
tant to me. 
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Financial literacy class can help you score a competitive internship 


By BEN KUPFERBERG 


any people argue over what it 

takes to land the highly cov- 

eted finance internship. Some 

say that without a 3.7 GPA 
you won't even get a second glimpse, oth- 
ers harp on prior experience or extracur- 
ricular activities, but one thing everyone 
can agree on is that you need a network 
of contacts to begin with. The best way to 
move your name from thé myriad of résu- 
més into the pile of potential interviews is 
by having someone walk over to that pile 
and physically make the switch; a switch 
that can determine the entire path of your 
career. 

The seminar in financial literacy led 
by Jonathan Wright and Blair Chapman, 
and made possible by the generous help 
of alumni, not only prepares Hopkins stu- 
dents to understand the “Wall Street lin- 
go,” but it also helps students understand 
how to network and provides Hopkins 


mination and perseverance. I was asked 
on the spot to work my way through a 
leveraged buy out case study, and after 
getting stumbled the first go round, I 
studied it and came back swinging. Not 
to sound corny, but that very much repre- 
sents the internship process, especially in 
finance. You may never hear back from a 
contact you thought you had a great con- 
nection with, yet that doesn’t mean your 
other contacts will act in the same way. 
Networking is all about being persistent, 
and if that means sending three follow up 
emails to get someone to respond, then so 
be it. ; 

One of the alumni bankers from a bulge 
bracket investment bank, a highly desired 
position among all those interested in 
banking, shared his story of how he cold 
called his way into an interview. The final 
count: 13 phone calls. 

This transitions nicely into one of the 
best and most talked about aspects of 
the class, which was the W.P. Carey Net- 


undergradu- working 
ates with a sur- cocktail 
plus of business party. 
cards. Essen- 

As someone tially 
who wants to para- 
go into finance, dise for 
it was a great Hopkins 
decision to take ket des 
this _interses- seek- 
sion class. Hop- ing an 
kins alumni intern- 
from different ship in 
fields of finance finance; 
taught every teeth 
class, and the event 
classroom en- featured 
vironment felt a room 
more like a com- COURTESY OF BEN KUPFERBERG full of 
petition. With The students visited the New York Stock Exchange during intersession. eager 
every student under- 


vying to impress the alumni, I couldn't be 
left behind, and therefore couldn’t afford 
to miss the answer to any questions. The 
finance environment is very competitive 
in nature, and the path to getting an in- 
ternship may be even harder. 

The key to success, however, is deter- 


graduates and Hopkins alumni from all 
fields of finance with business cards ready 
to go. 

At the start you could find clumps of 
Hopkins students talking together, cre- 
ating plans of attack, yet not getting the 
courage to actually break into a circle of 
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Kupferberg, along with other students in his finaneial literacy class, visit C(NBC’s Squawkbox. 


successful finance alumni. However, af- 
ter the ice was broken, I found that the 
alumni had a genuine interest in my suc- 
cess, and the key was introducing myself 
and just holding a conversation. I was able 
to find a bunch of different alumni who 
were members of organizations thatl ama 
part of, which made for easy conversation. 
The key to that event was just having the 
courage to introduce yourself, and quickly 
provide a glimpse into your life. 

The one thing you shouldn't start off 
with though is finance. Every alumnus in 
that room knows you are interested in fi- 
nance, or else you wouldn't be there. For 
example, my talking points were that I 
played varsity hockey in high school, am 
in a fraternity at Hopkins and a few other 
things. While these aren’t the academic as- 
pects of my resume, that doesn’t necessar- 
ily mean they should not be shared. We all 
love to talk about ourselves, and if one of 
those aspects allows your contact to open 


up about a part of his life, you have done ~ 


your job correctly. 

The tricky part of the night was making 
the transition from talking about sports or 
what campus life is like now to internship 
opportunities or advice about how to seek 


internships in finance. The easiest way to 
do this in any situation is to bring up your 
own interests in finance, and see what type 
of reaction you get. I had my “pitch” ready 
to go that night, and was able to transition 
into it on the spot. As someone who wants 
to go into Investment Banking, I was able 
to talk about what I specifically want to do 
and why. That is something you should 
have memorized, because it will come up. 

The last piece of advice I will give is 
that just because the class only lasts three 
weeks; doesn’t mean the work stops after 
those three weeks. One of the main bene- 
fits of the class was the access to a network 
of alumni, which means that the network- 
ing should continue way past the dura- 
tion of the class. I am still emailing with 
people that I met over the course of those 
three weeks, and plan to develop those re- 
lations in a respectful manner. 

While Hopkins may not be known as a 
finance powerhouse, the improvement not 
only of the Hopkins finance network but 
also of the programs here that deal with 
finance, have both drastically improved 
over the last 10 years. You have to be re- 
sourceful and take the right steps, but it 
can definitely be done. 
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How to find and apply for scientific research internships 


By IAN YU 


hether you are looking 

to go to medical school, 

graduate school or go 

straight into a research ca- 

reer after college, getting 

experience in a lab outside of class goes a 

long way on paper and for your own educa- 

tion. If you are actually planning on going 

to graduate school, then getting research 
experience is an absolute necessity. 

However, chances are you have ei- 

ther had no success in landing a position 

through a summer program or you just 

realized you missed nearly every single 

deadline. Perhaps you have made plans for 

the summer and are just thinking about 

what you could next year. In any case, 

here’s what you can do to salvage your 

summer and some ideas for the future. 


There are (plenty of) 
labs here at Hopkins 


If there’s one poorly preconceived no- 
tion you might have about getting research 
experience in during the summer, it’s that 
your summer experience needs to be at a 
different institution. Perhaps you just want 
to get as far away from the Baltimore sum- 
mer as you can (barring random stretches of 
really hot weather, it’s actually pretty nice 
here). Granted, seeing another institution 
or visiting a new place is always nice, espe- 
cially if it comes with a stipend. 

While there is still going to be an element 
of hit and miss to finding a lab at Hopkins, 
there’s still a great chance of finding a lab 
that can get you a good experience and 
maybe even develop your passion for a 
specific field. Some of their work may be a 
little difficult to understand if you are just 
finishing up some of the intro-level science 


courses, but it is rare to find a lab that re- 
quires some specific upper level courses like 
physical chemistry or cell biology. 

The important thing though is to start 
searching, reading and asking questions. 
Look beyond the labs listed under your 
department here at Homewood; for in- 
stance there are biology majors working in 
biophysics labs and vice versa, and count- 
less students make their way down to the 
medical campus. Find a lab that whose work 
seems interesting to you and get in touch 
with the professor; explain why you are in- 
terested in their work (be honest but not too 
blunt) and ask if there is an opening in the 
lab for an undergraduate. 

Checking the student job website is also 
useful to find actual openings. These post- 
ings also specify whether the position en- 
tails an independent project versus assisting 
other members of the lab. 

Like many other stints, brace yourself 
for the possibility that a professor cannot 
accommodate an undergraduate student 
— paid or for credit — or they would want 
some specific prior experience. Although it’s 
not a common determinant for an intern- 
ship or entry-level position, prior experience 
is much more likely to be a factor if you are 
applying to a posted opening, especially 
when the researchers who post there wind 
up receiving multiple applications. 

Just keep trying and you are bound to 
find something. 


Planning ahead for 
next summer 


Internship programs at many colleges 


- and universities typically have deadlines in 


January and February so they can notify ap- 
plicants by March or April, as some of you 
may have found out the hard way. If you 
have your eye on multiple programs, which 
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is always a good application strategy, then 
start making a list or spreadsheet of dead- 
lines and requirements and what the nature 
of the deadline is. Some accept on a rolling 


- basis so be sure to submit to those programs 


early. Recommendation letters are likely go- 
ing to bear great importance for these ap- 
plications, so make sure you get to know 
faculty members or other people in proper 
positions who can write well about you. 

Read carefully though, as some programs 
don’t have a central selection process once 
your application is submitted. The NIH’s 
Summer Internship Program is probably 
the biggest example of this, as individual re- 
searchers are the ones that search for poten- 
tial interns through a database of applica- 
tions. Like searching for a lab at Hopkins, it 
is tremendously beneficial to search for labs 
whose research interests you and getting in 
touch with the principle investigator. 


Industry research 
internships 


If you would want to be working directly 
after college or want to see first-hand how 
industry research differs from academic, 
then your search tools for finding intern- 
ships are going to be quite varied. There are 
some big-name firms where you can apply 
directly and plenty of job search engines can 
assist you, but the career center is going to 
be immensely resourceful. ; 

Using J-Connect you can find plenty of 
internship postings for different industries 
and subfields within the natural and physi- 
cal sciences. Since their deadlines and post- 
ing dates vary throughout the year, there’s 
really no set date that you can rely on and 
searching too early may be frustrating. You 
might even be able to find a startup or oth- 
er company that still has openings for this 
summer. “ 


Subscribing to the appropriate weekly 
email newsletters (there’s a setting in J-Con- 
nect for this) will keep you updated on any- 
thing new that pops up. In the meantime it 
helps to get your resume reviewed and cri- 
tiqued as well as work on interview skills. 


Quantity versus 
quality 


Coming back to those of you who are 
looking at academic labs and pursuing 
graduate or medical school, there is a ques- 
tion of whether it is important to show 
you have had a set of research experiences 
versus demonstrating you accomplished 
something. Often the latter is something 
that is an intimidating and somewhat 
counterproductive view of research: ex- 
periments can yield unexpected results 


_ (both good and bad), and the prospects of 


getting results from a project can vary tre- 
mendously. 

Chances are your first lab is not going to 
be your only one; you might find that the re- 
search focus is not really in your interests, or 
perhaps you simply want to try something 
new and learn different techniques. Hope- 
fully you choice to leave a lab was not from 
a poor experience, but it does happen then 
you should not keep yourself there in the 
hopes of accomplishing something. 

Ultimately the the important thing about 
internships and other research experiences 
while you are an undergraduate, over sum- 
mers and during semesters, is what you take 
from it when you leave. Getting published 
is nice but should be no higher than a goal 
and never a requirement. What is more im- 
portant are making impressions upon those 
who will be potential references and write 
your recommendation letters. What is most 
important is to learn something new to help 
guide your career choices. 
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Internships aren't just limited to North American opportunities 


By SOPHIA GAUTHIER 


h internships: the bane of 

the undergraduate sum- 

mer. Every year, the cycle 

renews, we scramble to slap 

together recommendations 
and essays to market ourselves to poten- 
tial employers. 

Sometimes we are applying because 
we really, really want to work some- 
where. Sometimes we are applying be- 
cause we really, really need to work 
somewhere so that later down the road 
we can work where we really, really want 
to work. Other times, we are viewing the 
“30 Most Incredible Once In A Lifetime 
Shots” on Buzzfeed because we really, re- 
ally don’t want to apply. (Seriously, you 
should check it out, it’s awesome.) 

Hopefully you are usually in the first 
category, and if not, I beg you to consider 
the prospect of interning abroad. If you 
are not familiar with this route, read on. 
Traveling out of the country alone for 
something other than a vacation can have 
a mystical, unobtainable quality to it. 

At least it did to me until I started 
reaching out to campus resources. There 
are three great resources to begin your 
search and open your options: the Career 
Center, the Office of Study Abroad and 
your classmates. 

The Career Center distributes a pack- 
et titled “International Internships.” The 
packet contains a list of useful library 
resources and links to programs that of- 
fer internship opportunities across the 
world. 

To spare you some time, some print re- 
sources that can be found in our very own 
MSE include, Summer Jobs Abroad, Jobs 
for People Who Love to Travel, and Work 
Abroad: The Complete Guide to Finding a 
Job Overseas. Listed URLs include www. 
transitionsabroad.com, |©www.onesmall- 
planet.com and www.iiepassport.org, just 
to name a few. 

The full list of resources can be found 
under “Handouts” on the Student's tab of 
the JHU Career Center website. 

The second resource is very intuitively, 
the Office of Study Abroad, which is clev- 


erly embedded in the south side of Lever- 
ing Hall. 

Many of you may know this already, 
but if you were previously unaware, you 
are probably in good company (it took me 
a good three semesters to find them.) 

The Office of Study Abroad is excellent! 
The staff is incredibly friendly and if they 
have one purpose, it’s to get you, yes you, 
off of the continent we call North Ameri- 
ca. The staff is both well experienced and 
well informed. If you walk in and just ask 
for materials on internships abroad, I can 
guarantee you will get much more than 
you even need. 

The Office of Study Abroad will prob- 
ably also recommend studying abroad as 
well, and unless you live in the darkest 
recesses of D-level, you've probably heard 
that it is completely worth it! Interning 
abroad is also probably a great way 
to gauge whether or not study- 
ing abroad is a good choice 
for you (it is.) 

Junior Margaret 
Keener offers a great 
perspective on this 
overseas intern- 
ing phenomenon. 
Keener spent the 
2012 fall semester 
studying abroad 
in the city of 
Perth of Western 
Australia. 

Alongside 
her coursework, 
she interned in 
a small town a 
half hour away 
known as_ Fre- 
mantle, working 
on sustainable de- 
velopment to comple- 
ment her coursework in 
the Global Environmental 
Change & Sustainability ma- 
jor. Keener found her internship 
through her host university, just 
like Hopkins provides nearby in- 
terning options to its own studen! 
body. 

“T would definitely recom- 


mend [interning abroad], especially if 
you're interested in potentially work- 
ing abroad in the future. From a cul- 
tural perspective, it was also super fas- 
cinating to see cultural differences in a 
work environment,” she said. “Getting 
your foot in the door now is a valuable 
pathway towards future experiences 
abroad. As a study abroad veteran my- 
self, the degree of global thinking that 
you develop during such an experience 
is phenomenal. Heading into the work- 
place with worldly perspectives would 
be an auxiliary to any field, especially if 
you plan on pursuing a future in foreign 
parts. Not to mention, it was really cool 
to feel like I was a part of the office com- 
munity there.” 

So what are your options? Well, they’re 
endless really. What is your interest area? 
What field are 

you study- 
ing? 
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How do you envision your internship 
panning out? Do you want an intimate 
experience through volunteerism or per- 
haps a broader experience serving in a 
government agency? Now that you have 
narrowed your choices down to subject, 
you need to find an ideal locale. Do you 
know a foreign language? Would you like 
to learn about your cultural heritage? Do 
you have bucket list destinations? 

Once you pick several locations in 
which to possibly spend your internship, 
you need to figure out how to integrate 
both your experience and chosen location. 

Many resources that cater towards in- 
terning abroad construct their queries 
around these two things, so they are good 
questions to ask yourself before you start 
searching. 

The logistics come afterwards. Cost of 
internship, paid or unpaid; these are criti- 
cal matters but only secondary to the ac- 
tual internship experience. 

If you are going to spend time work- 
ing across the globe, it should be enjoyable 
work, for there are plenty of non-enjoyable 
internships that you can apply to close to 
home, thus saving yourself some airfare. 
Interning abroad is about the experi- 
ence and there are always ways of fi- 

nancing your trip as long as you look 
for them. 
Lastly, seek program veterans. 

Talk to upperclassman that have gone 

abroad and can teach you the ropes. 
Find out about which opportuni- 
ties are good and which are poorly 
run. The best advice is real testimony 
because an intern abroad program just 
needs a savvy web-master to develop an 
appealing online presence. 

So here are the takeaways: 

1) Definitely consider interning abroad. 
2) Select interests areas and locations, 
and then access the previously discussed 
resources to find overlap between the two. 

3) Create a step-by-step plan of ac- 
tion to make your dream a reality. Going 
abroad takes a lot of paperwork that is re- 
ally not too difficult as long as it is done 
in a timely manner. 

And most important of all, 4) Make it 
happen! 
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Your internship wardrobe: Making that dollar stretch 


By ELLEN BRAIT 


ressing well for internships 

and interviews can be hard 

while restricted by a col- 

lege budget. Students have a 

tough time scraping together 
enough money for all of their meals, let 
alone money for stylish clothes. Because | 
of this, it is extremely important that you 
shops wisely and gets the best bang for 
your buck! 

The best way to save money is to pur- 
chase outfit staples. Put your hard earned 
money toward pieces you can mix and 
match and use for numerous looks. For 
example, a good, plain colored blazer is 
endlessly useful. 

It can be paired with virtually anything 
and tips outfits from everyday clothing 
to professional. Another good staple is a 
pencil skirt. It can be worn multiple times, 
simply paired with different shirts, to 
make a completely different look. A good 
dress can also serve you well. It can be 
worn on its own or with a blazer. With cer- 
tain dresses, atop canalso be thrown over 
it so it creates a new shirt and skirt 
combo. 


Making use of accessories and shoes 
also adds some variety to a work ward- 
robe. These can be found practically any- 
where for a reasonable price. With the 

addition of a chunky necklace or a pair 

of brightly colored shoes to an outfit, the 
look can be completely changed and 
refreshed. The same shirt can look en- 
tirely different on its own compared 
to when it’s paired with a particularly 
eye catching necklace. 
While staple pieces of clothing 
are extremely helpful, there’s no de- 
nying that a work wardrobe cannot 
be made up entirely of them. You 
have to get some different tops 
to wear and even a few distinct 
skirts or pairs of pants, depend- 
ing on what fits your own per- 
sonal style. 


IMAGES COWRTSESY OF WWW.HM.COM It's important when purchasing 
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this clothing to do it at places that are rea- 
sonably priced but also high quality. Certain 
stores’ clothing is priced low for a good rea- 
son. It will wear out and tear within weeks 
or even days. 

Forever 21 and H&M are two good op- 
tions. While it’s impossible to match the 
quality of clothing you could find in high- 
end stores, it’s important to find the best of 
the cheaply priced clothing. 

Another option that will guarantee 
well made clothing is to take advantage of 
sales. They ensure that you are not spend- 
ing too much money but is still receiving 
qualities articles of clothing. Some great 
stores to look for sales at are Banana Re- 
public and Gap. 

And if worse comes to worse, follow 
the advice of Macklemore and Ryan Lewis 
and hit up some thrift shops. But actually, 
you have no money. It’s not a time to be 


picky. Second 
hand clothes 
are a legiti- 
mate op- 
tion. While 
the vast 
major- 
ity of 


clothes 
yr onu 
will 
find in 
these 
stores 
won't be 
suitable, 
will 
steal. 

Two other options for those who cannot 
afford to spend anything at all are borrow- 
ing and hand me downs. Sharing or bor- 
rowing with friends or family is a simple 
solution. During college, everyone is work- 
ing during the summers or even participat- 
ing in internships over the semester. 

That means that friends will have 
clothes that you can easily borrow and 
wear to your own job. Considering every- 
one is in the same boat, plenty of people 
will be willing to lend, borrow, and share 
clothing. Hand me downs are another 
great option. 

Lots of trends come back in fashion, so 
you might be surprised by how easy it is to 
find things in your grandmother's closet 
that can be easily altered to fit your work 
life today. 

A sibling’s or parent’s clothing can also 
be handed down and easily used. The ar- 
ticles of clothing may not be exactly what 
you would pick out for yourself but, hey, 
it’s free, so there’s really no down side. 

It is important to remember that your 
work wardrobe will completely depend on 
where you are working and what the en- 
vironment is like there. While the majority 
of places will require business casual cloth- 
ing, some places will be more relaxed. 

If that’s the case, lucky you! You don’t 
need to purchase any new clothes at all. 
Just wear your good old college clothes 
and call it a day. 


there 
be the occasional 
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The definition of the confusing “business casual” dress code 


By FLORENCE LAU 


or many college students who are 
beginning the long and arduous 
process of negotiating the profes- 
sional world, one of the questions 
they will continually come up 
against is the one regarding appropriate at- 
tire. Most workplaces and internships today 
require that people dress up in “business 
casual” clothing at least for the initial inter- 
view, if not also for the day-to-day grind. 

Unfortunately, the problem is that the 
term “business casual” gets thrown around 
a lot, and there is no clear, defined meaning 
for what kind of clothing that actually en- 
tails. For example, some companies consider 
business casual to be jeans and polo or dress 
shirt, while other companies would consid- 
er jeans to be extremely disrespectful. Of 
course, as a gener- 
al rule, one should 
assume that jeans 
are not an option 
unless explicitly 
stated otherwise. 
But that still leaves 
a myriad of other 
possible options. 

So what exactly 
constitutes appro- 
priate business ca- 
sual? 

The main thing 
to remember about 
business casual 
clothing is that it 
should be clean, 


crisp and neat. 
Classics such as 
khakhi or _ black 


pants are always 
appropriate, along 
with a long-sleeved and solid-colored but- 
ton-up shirt. Clothes should always be a 
representation of your ability for good judg- 
ment at the office. Therefore, stay away from 
the flashy, ripped or wrinkled. You want to 
look like you are ready for a productive day, 
not like you just rolled out of bed after par- 
tying too hard the night before. 

Although the above guidelines apply to 


Collared shirts are a must for men’s business casual events. 


both men and women, each gender also 
has specific rules to follow when pick- 
ing out his or her outfit. 


Men: The age old question seems to 
revolve around whether or not a tie is 
required for business casual events. Al- 
though they are generally not required, 
wearing one and then discreetly remov- 
ing it and stowing it away in a bag as ap- 
propriate will never hurt. Many people 
choose not to wear one, though, so one 
could get away with just leaving it at 
home in the first place. Shirts should be 
collared and long-sleeved, as that gives 
a better impression. White and blue 
colored shirts are the best, but conser- 
vative stripes are also appropriate, and 
they should always be tucked in. Socks 
should be dark and go up to the calf, and 


you should 
wear leather 
shoes. 

Of course, 


clothing is not 
the only thing 
to which you 
must pay at- 


tention. Per- 
sonal groom- 
ing is also 
extremely im- 
portant, and 
without —pay- 


ing attention 
to hygiene, 
even the best 
outfit in the 
world won't 
be able to save 


COURTESY OF EVAN KEEFE your inter- 
view or job 
performance 


review. Hair should be brushed, and 
facial hair should be clean and neatly 
groomed. Although a watch is accept- 
able, try and keep other jewelry to a 
minimum, or at least be conservative 
about it. 


Women: The question here is, “Skirt 
or pants?” And the answer is that ei- 
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Black pants are a safe and neutral color to wear to an interview, especially when paired with a blouse. 


ther is appropriate, as long as you exer- 
cise good judgment. Bottoms should not 
be skin-tight, and again, solid colors are 
required (black, grey and khaki are some 
of the more common options). Skirts 
should go down to at least the knee, and 
if it is above the calf, pantyhose might 
be a good idea as well, depending on the 
weather. A skirt can have a small slit to 
just above the knee if it’s a shorter skirt, 
but should not go above the knee if itis a 
longer skirt. Tailored and tasteful sweat- 
ers and cardigans are always a good 
choice to go along with tailored shirts or 
blouses, 

Women have a little bit more flexibil- 
ity when it comes to jewelry options, but 
again, be conservative. Simple is always 
better, and flashy colors and styles are not 
always appreciated. A little makeup helps 
with presenting a put-together and pol- 
ished look, but again, exercise restraint in 
order to look more natural. Hair should be 
pulled back from the face and should not 
be in unnatural colors. Perfume should be 


used lightly if at all; you want to impress . 


your boss, not suffocate him or her. Final- 
ly, shoes should be comfortable, but also 
professional; solid colors and closed-toed 
shoes are most appropriate, but certain 
sandals may be appropriate in some situ- 
ations. 

No matter which gender you are, good 
judgment and taste will go a long way in 
helping you make a good impression. If 
you were a manager, would you want to 
hire someone who shows up to a job inter- 
view ina halter top or gym clothes? Would 
you want someone who forgets to remove 
tags from clothing or is missing a button? 

Although it’s a good idea to assume 
business casual clothing at any job re- 
lated event, including career fairs and 
job information sessions, when it doubt, 
it never hurts to ask about the appro- 
priate attire for any function you are 
planning to attend. Remember that it’s 
always better to be prepared than ap- 
pear underdressed or disrespectful, as 
appearance and first impressions are 
half the battle when it comes to the job 
market today. 
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Intern at Paramount 


Pictures 


Los Angeles x 


STEP 1: PUT SPRING 
IN EVERY STEP 


At Eddies, we take steps all year to bring you fresh produce, but it’s most 


apparent in spring, when the veggies start growing locally and arrive at 
their fresh-picked best. And because we like it when you shop 
locally, we shop locally, too; our store is full of Maryland-made 
edibles and drinkables, starting with the first cup 0’ joe each 
morning. And now that the weather is promising to warm us, 
we've added spring to your lunch step with alfresco dining 
under the awning. Step right this way. Spring awaits, as 


does your 10% Hopkins discount. 
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3u7 St. Paul Street - (410) 889-1558 - Open 7 Days 
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ay oa Visit www.eddiesmarket.com for weekly in-store specials. 
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North, South, East and West: Some of the leading 


By JASON PLUSH 


s summer approaches and the end of the school year gets closer, students 

are in the process of looking for, applying and potentially receiving sum- 

mer internships. Students are constantly looking to bolster résumés; gain 

exposure and experience ina job environment; and preparing to maintain 

a job after graduation and throughout the summers leading up to it. One 
of the highest debated topics when applying for internships and jobs over the summer is 
where is the best place to work and which cities offer the best opportunities. Obviously, 
the answer to this question depends on which field a person is looking at getting into, as 
each city offers various opportunities. However, on the whole, I’ve found five cities that 
seem to be perfect fits for those looking for internships over the summer. 


News York, New York 


COURTESY OF WWWTHEWORKINGWORLDORG 


The top ranked city for internships by several magazines and websites is without a 
doubt New York City. It’s not much of a shocker considering New York is home to nearly 
eight million people and has positions in almost every single field of study. Obviously, 
there’s Wall Street, which is a finance, marketing, business or economics majors dream. 
All of the banks in the financial district are looking to hire students for over the sum- 
mers for internship opportunities. New York also has many ways for students who want 
to pursue law and accounting as a career. 

Some of the largest company headquarters are located in New York including: Apple, 
Bank of America, BBC, ESPN, Goldman Sachs, Google, Microsoft, MTV, NBC, CN N, 
Morgan Stanley and many others. However, the one downside to living in New York for 
a summer is that it’ s extremely expensive. Cost of living is high, food is expensive and 
traveling every day can build up costs. However, it is clear to see that New York should 
rank as the number one city to look for a potential internship, as there are opportunities 
for students of every interest. 
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San Francisco, California 
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Our second city on the list takes us for an adventure to the coasts of California. San 
Francisco has been rated the second best city to have an internship. San Francisco is 


including several highly sought after Google internship positions. 
The city also offers several potential opportunities with CBS headquarters includ- 


ng, engi technology, computer science and software 
and many more. The city is slightly more affordable than New York and has intern- 

anyone. From marketing and journalism to medicine and 
banking, this west coast city is highly sought after by students who are looking to 
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cities lor college students to find internships 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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The fourth city on the list for best internship opportunities takes us on a trip to 
the heart of Georgia in the balmy city of Atlanta. One of the greatest advantages that 
Atlanta has over the first three cities on the list is that it is highly more affordable and 
cost-effective. Atlanta is the also the home of 10 major Fortune 500 companies, includ- 
ing Coca-Cola, Home Depot, UPS, Delta Airlines and many more. Marketing, engi- 
neering, fine arts and design internships are attractive features of this bustling city. 
With so many large corporations in the city, there are several internships for students 


to apply for over the summer. 
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The next city on my list is our na- 
tion’s capital: Washington D.C. The 
city is international relations, political 
science, law and government majors’ 
paradise, offering internships and jobs 
in nearly every single facet of politics. 
There are hundreds and hundreds of 
internships in which students have the 
opportunity to work one on one with 
elected officials and government offi- 
cers. If you’re considering a career in 
politics or law, D.C. is without a doubt 
the city that you’re going to want to be 
in. However, the city is also home to 
several major sports teams for those 
interested in marketing and business 
and is a hub of many major broadcast- 
ing and communications companies. 
The city is also pricey but certainly a 
price that’s worth paying for someone 
who’s interested in pursuing a life of 
politics and law. 
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Our fifth and final city on the list of cities with the best internship opportunity is , 
Dallas, Texas. Dallas is considered a “southern hub” of corporations, as many major 
companies are located in this city. Among the largest are AT&T and Southwest Airlines, 
both of whom have headquarters located in the city. While Dallas is a major metropoli- 
tan area, the cost of living is cheaper than in San Francisco and New York but has many 
of the same necessities. Dallas is known for its ability to market products, making this 
city extremely valuable for marketing majors and is also known for internships in psy- 
chology, architecture, finance and business. Forth Worth, a nearby city, is extremely ac- 
cessible as well, providing an even larger potential radius for internship opportunities. 
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You've got the internship, now you just have to find somewhere to live 


By NASH JENKINS 


f you're reading this, it likely 

means you've found yourself a 

summer internship. Good for you. 

You've successfully triumphed 

over the fact that most halfway-de- 
cent firms won't even read your applica- 
tion, you managed to nurture a far-flung 
connection of your father’s cousin’s dou- 
bles partner’s husband, whatever. In any 
case, congratulations. You’re an adult 
now. 

But actually. The first big step in the 
genesis of grown-up independence is, of 
course, living on your own, which you 
presumably haven’t done before (we'll ex- 
clude a dormitory in Baltimore or a sum- 
mer camp in Maine from consideration). 
For three months, you'll be buying your 
own bathroom cleaning supplies, cook- 
ing your own meals and signing your 
own Comcast bills. In the likely event 
that your internship is unpaid, you'll of 
course be doing this on your parents’ tab, 
but don’t worry — if the ladies of HBO’s 
GIRLS can do it and 


‘COME SEE US TODAY....OPEN UNTIL 6:00 P 


HUGE kitchen. Save $6645 on this home. Ask us how. - $2499 / 2br - 121 0ft? - (Close to Shirlington) pic img map 


A Must See! JR 1 Bedroom Available Immediately! - $1480 / 1br - 578ft2 - (Mc Lean, VA) ime 
You Can Breathe the Spring in Laurel Pines!! - $1180 / 2br - 845ft2 - (Laurel, MD.) img map 
SPRING into your NEW HOME TODAY!!! - $1045 / 2br - 888ft2 - (Near Branch Ave. METRO) pic 


‘Terrific Apartment Homes Available - (Vienna) 


‘North Bethesda Market - $3000 / 1br - 720ft? - (North Bethesda, MD) pic map 


M. - $1425 / 3br - 1130ft2 - (TONS OF CLOSETS! U MUST SEE!) map _ 
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Craigslist is surprisingly useful when it comes to finding places to live. Make sure to keep checking the listings, as there are tons of other interns in your situation. 


previously failed to digest the fact that 
working in a new city would entail liv- 
ing there too. I got lucky. 

Hindsight offers fantastic clarity, of 
course, so the first piece of advice I’d 
give on the matter is to get started im- 
mediately. The Internet Gods blessed me 


three splendid resources to aid you in 
your quest: 

1. Craigslist. While recognizing its 
credibility may be difficult, considering 
the fact that the website has historical- 
ly served as a marketplace for colorful 
“Erotic Services” and a facilitator of vio- 
lent murders (The Lifetime 


sume your residential 
options are limited 
and, with a month and a half ‘til your 
June 1 start date, the clock is ticking. 
Last summer, I signed the three-month 
lease on my Washington studio apart- 
ment a week before I moved in, having 


Padmapper puts all of the listings that fit your requirements into a neat Google Map. 


with a last-minute listing for a terrific 
place two blocks from the Metro, Whole 
Foods and various GWU bars; I could 
have just as easily been homeless. Start 
looking now. From there, I can think of 
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still make it seem, : oy Original Movie “The Craig- 
like, provocative and PadMapper Like A9k +1 | slist Killer” is a spellbinding 
groundbreaking, you Making Apartment Hunting Suck Less - Feedback/Sharin cinematic oeuvre), a sizeable 
can too. reedmacwonarng portion of its advertisements 
But first things are legitimate and even pro- 
first. You, unlike ee Where To? City, Address, or Zip Pectin a surprising aed 
Dunham, do not ex- ber of realtors and rental 
ist in a white-collar- == agencies use it to post their 
bohemian-girl-power entRange: ¢ 6000+ listings. Your best bet is to 
pipe arcuigae aohich $0 - 6000+ (2000+) peruse the ee & see 
millenial mistakes “ ; porary” subforum, whic 
are best expressed beg ae seems to cater almost exclu- 
in a Tweet and ir- sively to interns in search 
regularly-employed | Bathrooms: | eee rere of a place to crash for the 
Oberlin grads can af- | 1+ Baths summer. As soon as you see 
ford 1500 square foot something in your relevant 
apartments, even in Types: MFuti Leases Msuviets M Rooms @ vacation ballpark — price, location, 
Brooklyn. In_ other size, what have you — hit 
‘ words, we can as- COURTESY OF RACHEL WITKIN them up. In a competitive 


arena with plenty of kids af- 
ter the same goal, it’s best to 
cast a wide net. 


2. Padmapper. It’s like Tinder for apart- 
ments, or something. Basically, it’s a com- 
posite of real estate information from 


across the web, kindly assembled into a 
nice Google Map. You give your desired 
location and apply your filters (the afore- 
mentioned “relevant ballpark”) and boom, 
you have a geographic display of apart- 
ments, studios and rooms that fit your bill. 
The site enjoys greater efficacy in larger 
cities with more online real estate re- 
sources. Nota bene: some of the sites from 
which it draws its listings can border on 
the cusp of unreliability or even sketchi- 
ness, so read your options closely. 


3. Word of mouth. Remember this? I 
don’t, but apparently it’s feasible to rely 
on in-person interpersonal connections 
to get what you want. Chances are, you 
know someone who’s also spending the 
summer in Manhattan or D.C. or wher- 
ever, and chances are they have a cousin 
who has a place in Chelsea or George- 
town who'll inexplicably trust two un- 
dergraduates to spend. three months 
dirtying up their apartment. The point 
here: ask around. If facetime is too 
daunting, post a Facebook status or a 
Tweet or something cleverly expressing 
your desperation, without, like, seem- 
ing too desperate (in other words, craft 
it like you'd craft any other social media 
post ever). 

It’s really not all too difficult. You're a col- 
lege kid, so the options might not be delicious, 
but I'd assume it beats homelessness. 
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My Internship at Baltimore City Paper 


Sideshow Freaks; 


By KATIE QUINN 


altimore is kind of an odd place. 

Out of everything I’ve learned 

by working at Baltimore City 

Paper, it’s that. I mean, before 

starting my internship, I’d been 
to Papermoon at midnight and walked 
around Hampden during Halloween, but 
Baltimore is so much weirder than I ever 
thought. 

I started at City Paper in January as an 
Editorial Intern. For those Writing Semi- 
nars majors out there, the department of- 
fers a 1-credit journalism course with a 
mandated 120 hours minimum. To com- 
plete those 120 hours, every Monday and 
Wednesday afternoon I take the JHMI 
shuttle to the Peabody stop and walk the 
four blocks to the City Paper offices. I stay 
there for usually around five hours, doing 
a wide variety of tasks—fact-checking ar- 
ticles, updating the online calendar, writ- 
ing short descriptions for the “Now_This” 
section of the calendar and sometimes 
getting the chance to write and research 
blog posts. 

Fact-checking is what I spend most of 
Monday doing before production begins 
on Tuesday. This includes checking spell- 
ings, dates and a whole lot of other infor- 
mation, down to the nitty gritty capital- 
ization and italics errors. 

It’s a lot of detail-oriented work, but I 
think people would be amazed by what 
gets misspelled in a lot of the articles I 
read. Then, the other aspect of fact-check- 
ing is verifying the stated facts of the ar- 
ticle—that this dish costs $8 or that person 
went to this meeting, etc. It can be a lot of 
fun. Sometimes I'll call restaurants, not 
tell them who I am and ask an incredibly 
detailed question—“and you serve eigh- 
teen bottles of this wine per night?” and 
usually people answer, “no questions 
please.” I’ve learned this: people like to 
be asked questions when they know the 
answers. 

Other times, fact-checking is a little bit 
more difficult. My first day of work I had 
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Working at City Paper has been an adventure, especially when it involves asking people ridiculous questions. 


to call a woman and ask her if she was di- 
vorced from her husband and when their 
relationship ended. Another day I had to 
come up with questions on how to ask a 
woman when her daughter and husband 
died. I dread those kinds of days. 

Some days, the questions the interns have 
to ask are just purely ridiculous. None of the 
hard questions I ever had to ask compare to 
what some of the other interns need to check. 
One fact-checking question involved calling 
a former porn star and asking how long he 
can hold an erection. I wasn’t there when that 
phone call went down, but I can imagine that 
was an interesting conversation. 

Somehow I’ve also become the desig- 
nated “Murder Ink” column fact-checker. 
Doing this, I get to verify how many peo- 
ple were murdered on a given week (3 this 
week if you're interested, and that’s a slow 
week). I usually simply fact-check this off 
a spreadsheet the writer creates, (I've only 
ever had to call the police once), but this 
fact-checking experience is always an eye- 


opener. As gruesome as it is, I’ve realized, 
without this column, so many people’s 
deaths. would go even more unnoticed 
and that’s a hard idea for me to wrap my 
head around. 

While this might seem like a complete 
and utter horror story, I can say fact- 
checking can be really gratifying. The in- 
terns catch mistakes and, in doing so, help 
improve the quality of the paper. It also 
makes us feel like we are making a differ- 
ence to the content of the paper. 

Another part of my job that I love is 
talking to someone who is actually ac- 
commodating on the phone—or dare | 


say, even polite. It’s always a great feeling © 
to hang up and feel that someone actually 


cared about what you were doing. While 
other people try to get us to change what 
the writer wrote or complain about it, 
these are kind people don’t give us a hard 
time and they always make my day. 
Besides fact checking, the other main 
aspect of my job is entering data for the 
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Murder Ink and More 


online and print calendar. Interns enter in 
the date, the time, the place, and write up 
a short description of the event(s). 

While I do get some odd articles to 
fact-check, this is where the weird mate- 
rial comes out to play. There have been cat 
weddings, events with sideshow freaks, 
Lord of the Rings-themed burlesque shows, 
rodeo and mud wrestling days, the band 
Diarrhea Planet, and my own personal fa- 
vorite DJ: Harry Hotter. 

You just can’t make this stuff up. 

When it comes time to categorize these 
types of events, we all just sit there and 
laugh—there is no way to categorize 
them. We also wonder—who goes to these 
things? Before the end of the semester | 
want to investigate this further and actu- 
ally go to an event. I’m just waiting for the 
most outlandish event possible. 

Suffice it to say, my internship at Balti- 
more City Paper is an interesting one. Al- 
though it may not seem like a lot, I do get a 
lot of opportunities to write — I've written 
a blog post about Recher Theatre closing in 
Towson and a bunch of “Now_This” pieces 
expanding on the calendar descriptions I 
write every day. 

While sometimes it’s difficult to balance 
schoolwork, News-Letter, City Paper, (plus 
that little thing—what’s it called? Oh yeah, 
sleep), I think it’s worth it. Sometimes, I 
wonder, what am I doing? But then someone 
will bring up the play Equus and suddenly, | 
know about it—I fact-checked a review of it. 
And that’s cool. I'm learning something that 
I never would have learned in class. 

I'm also not fetching coffee or being 
some editor’s personal assistant—I get to 
help improve the paper by fact-checking 
and writing for it. I’ve gotten bylines and 
that’s something I’m really proud to have 
been able to do. 

If nothing else—if people ask me what's 
going on in Baltimore this week—I know 
more than anyone would ever know. Then 
again, maybe I know more than anyone 
would ever care to know. Either way, I’ve 
learned that Baltimore is an interesting 
place to live. 


April 11, 2013 


PRG AGREAGDRSAGNR EI AGN 


‘ve always thought that I would be 

a great teacher. I have a certain apti- 

tude for science, children adore me, 

and I also have a knack for making 

the most arcane of concepts into log- 
ical arguments that would be ingrained 
into their minds forever. Do I have any ev- 
idence for this? In fact, I’m contributing to 
a Biochemistry textbook with my profes- 
sor to simplify mechanisms for students 
through interactive lessons. Do other 
people know about this? Probably not. But 
how can others find out that I have.these 
desirable traits for teaching? 

Without brazenly bragging about my 
qualifications and without finding oppor- 
tune moments to distribute my résumé, 
people will not know my story in its en- 
tirety. Maybe someone that I have a cup 
of coffee with may serendipitously find, 
upon branching down conversational tan- 
gents, that I worked in the pediatrics de- 
partment as a tutor for a while. But they 
will rarely find nothing more beyond that 
in the span of a conversation. 

Fortunately, the Internet, an important 
fulcrum in our academic and social life as 
all of you know from experience, resolves 
this problem. In the annals of social net- 
works like Facebook and Twitter, the memo- 
rable minutes of our lives are now inadver- 
tently connected to someone else's through 
updates, uploads and communication. 

LinkedIn is nothing short of a power- 
ful plug for networking. My experience 
with it has been absolutely fantastic and 
proved to be effective for learning about 
what other students and _ professionals 
have been doing in their careers. There are 
two features of LinkedIn that makes it a 
wonderful site to use: passive networking 


and the ease of searching. In fact, I have 
two anecdotes to share that have made me 
become a regular user of LinkedIn. 


“Wait, I didn’t know you 
were this awesome:” 


At a university like Hopkins, I am con- 
stantly amazed by how talented, yet modest, 
my peers can be. I was certainly surprised 
when I had found out on LinkedIn that one of 
my close friends had done research in breast 
cancer, on top of doing health economics re- 
search and being a teaching assistant. Anoth- 
er had contributed to multiple articles for the 
JHU Politik, and attended a rigorous politics 
and economics program in Washington D.C, 
while working with Senator Lieberman. 

These are things that college students 
don’t typically bring up during their daily 
lunches, and it proves to be a great sur- 
prise when you find out how much they 
have accomplished in their lives. LinkedIn 
helps you to connect and discover the ac- 
complishments that decorate your friends 
and professors’ resumes. And you can 
do so without being intimidated by their 
seemingly inflated sense of arrogance or 
without being self-conscious about being 
pushy for details. The details are provided 
by the users themselves, and are meant to 
be seen by people like yourself. 

A few weeks ago, I had a valuable rev- 
elation about the use of LinkedIn. I was 
walking back from Subway. I met with 
a friend to discuss a research project we 
were pursuing for next year. We wanted 
to see if using optogenetics, a novel tech- 
nique in optics, would be a feasible way 
to study cancer. The method had been 
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Linkedin connections 


YAMAKAWA 


used to study neurons in the brain for a 
few years, and has proven effective. We 
questioned whether it would it be possible 
to do it with cancer cells. “I have no idea” 
was the conclusion we both had made by 
the last remaining inch of our Subway 
sandwiches. 

I was walking back to the Brody 
Learning Commons to continue look- 
ing up a few things, when I saw an old, 
Asian man wandering confused, outside 
Mattin Center. | asked him whether he 


HIV Research 
Johns Hopkins University 
April 2013 — Present {1 month) 


Biochemistry TA 
Johns Hopkins University 
December 2012 — Present (5 months) 


Editor of Science and Technology 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
September 2012 — Present (8 months) 


Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 
September 2012 — Present (8 months) 


Director of Hopkins e-Pub 
The Triple Helix, Inc. at JHU 
May 2012 — Present (1 year) 


Campus Representative 
Apple 
February 2013 - Present (3 months) 


needed help with something, and end- 
ed up walking him to Maryland Hall, 
where he was supposed to meet a profes- 
sor. During our walk, we talked about 
the NCAA, his grandson, my favorite 
classes at Hopkins and he eventually 
asked me about what I did outside of 
class. As I opened the door to Maryland 
Hall, I told him that I was pursuing a re- 
search project in cancer. “No kidding!” 
He told me. He handed me his business 
card and said, “Find me on LinkedIn,” 


before shuffling off to his meeting. 

Soon I was sitting down in Brody, al- 
ready searching for his name on Linke- 
din. I found that he was previously a 
post-doc at the School of Medicine in 
the past and specialized in, to my de- 
lightful surprise, cancer. He was also 
awarded with many accolades for his 
research, and was overall a very ac- 
complished individual, hailing from 
Shanghai, China. I found it interesting 
that this had not come up during our 
brief conversation together; instead 
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Patient Advocate at Emergency Department 


Us 


of having what would have been a 
very long conversation about what 
he does as a researcher, he instead 
referred to his LinkedIn page that 
had all the information he wanted 
me to see. 

LinkedIn, unlike Facebook and 
Twitter, is a unique database that 
helps people like me meet with 
strangers and eventually become 
professional connections. Through 
certain restraints for adding connec- 
tions, like requiring typing in the 
other’s email address, LinkedIn pro- 
vides fertile grounds for college stu- 
dents to get to know professors and 
other students they perhaps would 
like to acquaint themselves with in 
school. 


“Find me on LinkedIn” 


However, on the surface, lam just 
a junior biophysics major enrolled 
in a moderate amount of credits 
at Hopkins. I am neither the class 
president nor am I a Rhodes Scholar. 
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Why would professionals, graduate 


COURTESY OF MIKE YAMAKAWA programs or maybe even other stu- 
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dents, want to know me more? 

People who hire, just like us, are also 
connected to the Internet and have no 
hesitation to use online tools to find po- 
tential employees. And recently, Linke- 
din has been a major hub for recruits. By 
using LinkedIn, you not only can browse 
through profiles of graduate students or 
employees that belong in a certain pro- 
gram you are interested in, but regular 
LinkedIn activity also helps employers 
to find you. 

On the top right hand side of each 
page, LinkedIn will also list some peo- 
ple that you may already know through 
email contacts, or through overlap in 
schools, majors, or interests. This, for me, 
was a very addicting feature of the site, 
as I browsed through the awards and 
involvements of students and professors 
that I know. 

In fact, last month, a professor at the 
School of Medicine contacted me through 
LinkedIn asking about my web design- 
ing experience. Upon searching for web 
designers within the university, he had 
landed on my page where he visited some 
websites I designed for labs and student 
organizations. 

Maybe some day, cancer researchers, 
like the one mentioned previously, may 
contact me about our ongoing project 
because they found it to be novel and 
interesting. Or maybe another student 
will message me to ask about how to use 
PyMOL, a molecular visualization pro- 
gram I have been endorsed for on Linke- 
din. Either way, LinkedIn has proven 
and will continue to be a powerful tool 
that I will value as a great asset to my 
education and careers. I hope all of you 
will give it a try. 
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eople are way too curious about 
what internships everyone else 
has. They don’t only want to 
know where you applied, but 
exactly how you got your in- 
ternship and how they can steal your in- 
ternship from you. Well, maybe not that 
extreme. But it feels like that sometimes. 

I worked at MSNBC’s Hardball With 
Chris Matthews last summer, and every- 
one was always asking me how I man- 
aged to score such a legitimate intern- 
ship. I could have just told them that | 
applied. But for the longest time, I al- 
ways felt guilty when everyone asked 
because I got my internship through a 
connection. 

I would go through my entire compli- 
cated story about how Andrea Mitchell's 
assistant’s son had his bar mitzvah at the 
same time as my younger brother. I sim- 
ply complimented her on her shoes, and 
she told me that she had just come from 
getting ready for the White House Cor- 
respondent's Dinner. After that, I was 
pretty starstruck, and by the end of the 
bar mitzvah weekend, the assistant told 
me that I could come visit the set of MS- 
NBC. I went at the end of my senior year 
of high school and fell in love with the 
entire concept of television production. 
Everyone at MSNBC was not only ridicu- 
lously nice, but they seemed to love their 
jobs. 

When I got to Hopkins, I toyed with a 
few different career options and didn’t ac- 
tually think that I would end up working 
in TV. I didn’t even think that I could get 
an internship like that. 

By the time I got to my sophomore 
spring, I had applied to a ton of intern- 
ships and hadn’t gotten any of them. 
Just like everyone else, I panicked. I had 
emailed the assistant about a possible 
internship, but hadn’t really heard back 
from anyone. I even contacted someone 
else I knew and asked her to introduce 
me to all of her famous journalist friends 
in the hopes that someone would have 
something for me to do. 


And then, in the middle 
of April, I randomly got 
an email from Chris Mat- 
thews’s assistant asking if 
I could do a phone inter- 
view that afternoon. I had 
only watched Hardball a 
few times beforehand, but I 
survived the interview and 
by that next week I had an 
internship with Hardball. 

I knew that I wouldn't 
have gotten the internship 
if I didn’t actually have 
qualifications from work- 
ing on The News-Letter. 
But I felt guilty because 
I knew that there was no 
way Hardball would have 
ever contacted me if the 
person I knew hadn’t told 
them about me. That’s why, 
when anyone asked, I went 
through the entire story 
so they would know that 
[ hadn’t just applied and 
gotten the internship com- 
pletely on my own. 

After explaining this 
story countless times, | 
finally just started telling 
people, “I applied,” which 
is technically true. I did 
send them my resume and 
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I had an interview. I’m go- Insert an obnoxious picture of me using my connections to get to hang out with Chris Matthews on the set of his show. 


ing to work there again 
this summer, which means that I must 
have been somewhat qualified. 

But I’m going to stop talking about 
how good I may or may not be at my in- 
ternship, because that’s not important. 
What’s important was that, if I hadn’t 
gone through this connection, the people 
at Hardball wouldn’t have even read my 
application. There are honestly just too 
many people interested in the internship 
and the people working at Hardball have 
better things to do than focus on who 
their interns are going to be. 

I may have felt guilty at first, but now I 
realize that I just used the situation to my 
advantage, which is what everyone needs 
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to do when it comes to the job/internship 


_ search. Having connections does not make 


you any less qualified for the internship 
that you get, because you still have to prove 
yourself when you're at the job. In an envi- 
ronment where everyone wants an intern- 
ship, you need to do whatever you can to get 
ahead. 

Connections aren't always about which 
family you were born into or how much 
money you have. None of the people I 
know are friends with my parents; they’re 
just people that I happened to meet and 
decided that I wanted to get to know bet- 
ter. People are always telling you to net- 
work, so why not network with everyone 


you meet? rf 

If people ask you how you got your in- 
ternship, just tell them the truth: that you 
applied. Are you luckier than those who 
applied ‘on their own and heard noth- 
ing? Maybe. If someone gets an intern- 
ship without a connection, does that make 
him/her a better applicant? There’s no 
proof that that’s true. There’s also no point 


-in thinking about what other people are 


doing, or what other people think about 
you. 

Besides, people really shouldn't be 
asking you how you got your internship. 
Everyone should focus on doing the best 
they can for themselves. 
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By SYDNEY TENG 


ith status after status 

popping up in my news- 

feed proclaiming a Gold- 

man Sachs _ internship 

here and a JP Morgan 
summer job there, I decided it was time to 
put down the Ben and Jerry’s and maybe 
try and snag one of these jobs for myself. 
Like a resourceful Hopkins student, I hit 
up the career center for some guidance. I 
also made some coffee dates with upper- 
classmen, who seemed to have their lives 
together. Two venti iced chais and a whole 
mess of brochures later, I find myself once 
again trolling through congratulatory 
wall posts with a pint of Chubby Hubby 
in hand — internship-less. 

During my brief foray into the moti- 
vated, job-seeking student world, I was 
told that future employers want to see 
that you're using your free time to do 
something ‘productive. Thus, the pe- 
tiod formerly known as ‘summer vaca- 
tion’ suddenly became a time allotted to 
... ‘productivity.’ Since I am still on the 
hunt for a ‘productive’ summer plan, I 
will refrain from becoming too irate or 
too detailed so as not to spoil my pending 
prospects. Instead, I have opted’ to piece 
together my idea of a productive summer 
so that, if I ever land an interview, I can 
rattle off exactly what I did with my 2013 
summer vacation. 

Top five things I intend to do with my 
summer: 


5. Memorize all of Beyonce's 
dance sequences in her music 
videos 


As many of my friends are aware, my 
obsession with Beyoncé is undeniable, 
borderline institutional. Like any dedicat- 


ed member of the Beyhive, I managed to 
score early release tickets for her tour this 
summer. Obviously, I have to be prepared 
when Beyonce sees me from the crowd, 
shines a spotlight on me, and I crowd surf 
to the front to do her encore reprisal of 
‘Crazy in Love’. However, besides killing 
it at every future dance party, learning all 
of Beyoncé’s moves serves two purposes 
in my life. To start, my career choice plan 
C (I have numerous back-up plans should 
my first choice as Secretary of State fail) is 
to become a back up dancer for Beyonce 
herself. If that’s too ambitious, I’m sure 
Willow Smith will still be around and 
rest assured, I did not forget how to whip 
my hair back and forth. Secondly, once 
I actually see Beyoncé live, I’m sure the 
experience will transform my life so pro- 
foundly that everything else will cease to 
be of importance. That way, when I don’t 
get an internship this summer and end 
up living in a box for the rest of my life, 
I'll be well adjusted. 
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4. Try all of Ben and Jerry‘s ice 
cream flavors 


My road to an alternative lifestyle 
started with these guys, so it is only fit- 
ting that I include them in my 2013 sum- 
mer plans. Career plan F is working at 
the Ben and Jerry’s factory in Vermont. 
Since I’ve toured the factory previously 
and already own a pair of Birkenstocks, 
all that’s left is to become familiar with 
the product I’m manufacturing. On 
the tour, I learned that employees get 
to bring home two pints of ice cream a 
month. I can only cross my fingers that 
their health care plan is as comprehen- 
sive as their ice cream benefits would 
necessitate. 
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In case you didn’t have a real child- 
hood and had lame parents that didn’t let 
you play with toy weapons, nerf gunning 
is probably one of the best rainy day ac- 
tivities ever. Yes, lama current owner of a 
nerf gun, and yes, I do bring it out with me 
from time to time. And have no fear of the 
pesky old federal government getting in 
the way of my desire for un-necessary fire- 
arms, cause I modify these babies myself. 
So while I vent my frustrations of unem- 
ployment this summer via foam bullets, I 
can also simultaneously train for my plan 
D career choice of working in the CIA. 


3. Nerf 


2. Become a cheese connoisseur 


I have always had a passion for eating. 
Whereas some people can’t wait to go to the 
mall when they return home from school, 
Ion the other hand cannot wait to indulge 
in Sample Saturday at Wegmans. For those 
of you that are woefully uninformed, Weg- 
mans is the Beyoncé of supermarkets. One 
of my favorite sections in Wegmans is the 
cheese shop. I have fond memories of my 
father and I making a beeline for the cheese 
counter and trying the newest gouda or 
brie. Now that I have some free time on my 
hands, I've decided I need to step up my 
cheese game so that I can distinguish an Ab- 
baye de Belloc from an Abbaye de Citeaux. 
That will bring me one step closer to career 
plan E, which is becoming a food critic. 


Five things to do for a (productive) summer 


1. Invent biodegradable glitter 


My history with this brilliant and re- 
silient craft predates my days at Hopkins. 
Discounting your standard macaroni 
portraits and assorted elementary school 
crafts, my love story with glitter began 
senior year of high school when I decided 
to be Ke$ha at my senior ball. This was 
not themed, I just chose to be Ke$ha. Be- 
sides dumping half of the bottle on my 
body before entering a country club that 
shall remain unnamed, I decided to liber- 
ally distribute the rest of the glitter on/ 
around the dance floor. 

Following Ke$ha’s advice to “go in- 
sane, go insane/throw some glitter make 
it rain,” I danced around and threw 
glitter in the air. This may or may not 
have resulted in my high school getting 
banned from said country club. Howev- 
er, this could have been avoided if some 
hybrid form of dissolvable or biodegrad- 
able glitter had been invented. Therefore 
years from now when the streamer and 
glitter cannons go off at the Presidential 
Inaugural Ball, Hillary Clinton and I, the 
new Secretary of State, can laugh and 
nod carefree because we know that clean 
up will be a snap. 


And so, there is my list of the top five 
productive things I will do this summer. 
So while you're slaving away in some 
professor's lab sequencing the genome 
of a platypus, I will be hard at work eat- 
ing Ben and Jerry's and nerfing until 
dawn. Just remember to toss me your 
loose change years from now when you 
see me doing the single ladies dance in 
the subway station. 
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My summer job horror story : obnoxious children and late pay 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 


‘m not particularly good at find- 

ing internships,“so most summers 

I've ended up with short-term 

minimum-wage employment. 

Most of these jobs I enjoyed, since 
they gave me the chance to spend a few 
months doing something entirely differ- 
ent. In past years, I’ve been a well-paid 
nanny of two children who ignored me 
the whole time, a sales associate at a lo- 
cal boutique and a counselor/teaching 
assistant at a camp for gifted and talent- 
ed children. 

The last of these jobs caused me the 
most problems. It wasn’t a terrible experi- 
ence overall, but I have quite a few horror 
stories. 

It was a six-week-long program at a lo- 
cal college, similar actually to Hopkins’s 
CTY. The kids took courses in all kinds of 
subjects, played sports and made crafts. It 
was my job to look after a group of five to 
seven year olds and help the teachers dur- 
ing classes. 

Most of the campers were very sweet. 
One darling boy picked wildflowers for 
me every day. 

Others were mischievous. Another boy 
used his inability to speak English to force 
his teachers to let him sleep in every class. 

Thad some kids who loved to play with 
the hallway hand-sanitizing dispensers 
so they would leave big foamy messes on 
the floor. They also loved to run at inap- 
propriate moments. I had one telling in- 
teraction with these children: 

I said, “Boys! You need to listen to me 
when I say stop running!” 

A pouting five year old replied, “Just 
because you go to Johns Hopkins doesn’t 
mean you know everything.” 

Well played, campers. 

Some of the kids were even monstrous. 

One little brat told the counselors he’d 
never go to a college like the one that host- 
ed the program (where most of them were 
students) because he could just go some- 
where like Harvard. 

Another child, who we'll call “Jimmy,” 
exhibited some serious anti-social behav- 


ior. It was especially frightening because 
he was extremely smart and self-aware for 
a six-year-old. 

The kids had yoga after lunch, so 
during the walk from the dining hall to 
their next class, Jimmy would whack ev- 
eryone with his yoga mat. I used to have 
to physically restrain him while leading 
a line of campers across campus. Then 
during pick up, Jimmy liked to throw 
acorns at people (if there were no rocks 
available). He also chucked a pencil 
sharpener at a substitute teacher. 

One afternoon, Jimmy and his class- 
mates were taking a break in the hall- 
way in between classes. I said to the kids, 
“Okay, it’s time to go to Art class.” 

The well-behaved children started to 
get up and gather their belongings. But 
Jimmy taunted, “No, don’t listen! There’s 
only one of her and 10 of us. What’s she 
going to do?” 

This set us back about ten minutes. 
The art teacher and I were finally able to 
get everyone but Jimmy into the class- 
room. Then it was just me and him in the 
hallway. I threatened to call his mother 
(and all those other warnings we give 
small children). I made no impression 
until eventually Jimmy got up, looked 
me straight in the eye with an angry 
mutinous glare and stomped into the art 
room, banging my side roughly on the 
way. 

I can’t wait to see how the kid turns out. 

Wherever Jimmy got in trouble he used 
to squint at us and say, “I don’t have a fa- 
ther, you know.” We called his mother to 
inform her about his series of assaults, 
and she said, “Oh, that doesn’t sound like 
Jimmy at all!” 

I also got the sense that he didn’t like 
women. He seemed to have the idea that 
we were there to fawn over him, not give 
him orders. 

Besides the bad campers, I had a few 
other concerns. First of all, I didn’t get paid 
a cent until two weeks after the program 
was over. That meant six weeks of 11 hour 
days without any kind of reinforcement. 
(Except for the free baseball caps they 
gave us ...) Those in charge kept promis- 
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ing that our pay was on its way, but the 
fact that we had to keep resubmitting our 
information suggested otherwise. 

In fact, weeks after I started working, I 
had to fill out my job application two more 
times. And we all had to visit the payment 
office regularly to “make sure everything 
was up to date.” 

The paycheck delay extended to the 
teachers as well, and it meant that some 
people had trouble making rent or paying 
their mortgage. 

Also, the camp had a lot of parking 
problems. We had passes which should 
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have allowed us to leave our cars any- 
where on campus. But they kept changing 
the rules, and forcing us to move from lot 
to lot. I got three tickets from the univer- 
sity after parking exactly where I was told. 
Since I wasn’t getting paid, I didn’t have 
a lot of discretionary income for bogus 
fines. 

As you can imagine, it was rather frus- 
trating. 

So although this summer job wasn’t the 
worst in the world, I’m not eager to repeat 
the experience. And I’ve become perma- 
nently wary of sneaky children. 
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A rant describing the horrifying conditions that humanities interns face 


umanities majors (particu- 

larly hopeful journalists) 

mutually resent the intern- 

ship opportunities of their 
scientific and engineering counter- 
parts. Whether they are working 
for computer tech companies or 
medical labs, upcoming science and 
engineering majors can be found 
getting their hands dirty in the 
specialized material of their future 
careers. These fortunate students 
learn new programming code, ex- 
periment with a cell's immunity to a 
particular virus, practice using some 
of the latest biotechnology - all of 
that boring stuff. With constant 
advances in these arenas, the list of 
prospects for left-brained interns 
appears endless. 


Nevertheless, the world's need 
for young, talented writers has not 
disappeared. In fact, their web 
familiarity is required now more 
than ever, as companies face the 
colossal challenge of adapting to 
an increasingly web-based audi- 
ence. Free and instant updates via 
Internet presently take preference 
over the tangibly published pieces 
of prior convention and, regardless 
of discrepancies between the many 
fields of reporting, current profes- 
sionals must learn additional skills 
to balance the public's desire for 
virtual literature. Our generation, 
by contrast, was born and raised 
during the technology boom, and 
we are exactly what the publishing 
world needs for its revival. Why, 
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then, do interns with the singular, 
age-old aim of writing face such dif- 
ficulty? 


The promised lands of Google, 
Intel, Celgene and other comparable 
corporations understand Oxford's 
primary definition of an intern: “noun: 
a student or trainee who works at a 
trade or occupation in order to gain 
work experience.” The sacred grounds 
of major publishing and reporting 
houses, in comparison, opt for utilizing 
Oxford's secondary definition: “verb: 
to confine someone as a prisoner, sans 
monetary compensation and especially 
for political or military reasons." At 
tech companies and labs, you intern. 
For writers, the company interns you. 


Potential scientists must calculate 
their resumes in a secret, persuasive 
code that convinces their employ- 
ers to willingly hand over a lab coat 
and stipend. Feel free to share your 
secret, mathletes, because somehow 
a writer's resume translates irra- 
tionally. Employers read Bachelors 
of Coffee Runs, Masters in Copy- 
ing, and Minor in Delivering Letters. 
Humanities majors drop their jaws 
when hearing that Computer Science 
interns receive their own desks ata 
tech company. Apportioned space? 
Oh, the joys of dreaming big. Writ- 
ing interns awkwardly hover around 
an advisor's desk, waiting for the 
next menial task to be assigned 
before briskly tiptoeing around the 
shadows of professionals. Biomedi- 
cal Engineers tell stories of working 
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Andy's internship in 7he Devil Wears Prada is dead accurate when it comes to humanities internships. 


alongside some of their company's 
top professionals. A magazine intern 
once picked up a head writer's dry- 
cleaning. It was magical. 


Fact checking is not writing. Col- 
lecting mail is not writing. Stirring 
creamer is not writing. Licking en- 
velopes is not writing. Sending a fax 
is not writing. Writing is writing and 
that is what writing interns ought to 
practice. 


Admittedly, there is something 
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to be said about ‘working your way 

to the top,’ but interns need to be 
taught, not busied. A writer's intern- 
ship is often comparable to cleaning 
the petri dishes of a lab (something 
most engineers would not sign up 
for) with little to no pay. The cliché 
“struggling artist" takes on a new 
meaning with each summer or semes- 
ter internship. 

One naturally wonders: why do 
they do it? Perhaps because the devil 
wearing Prada went through the exact 
same thing — and eventually made it. 
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